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Rights and Wrongs of Rhode Island. 



^ The question now is^ What can we do, and what ought we to 
doy in order to obstruct and check the growth and spread of 
.... ARBITRARY POWER among &ur churches, and 
ASPIRING ECCLESIASTICS?" 

Emmons, Vol, I. p. 36. 

In answer to the above qaestion of the late Dr. Emmons, we would suggest 
that the very first thing to be done, is to convince the people that their liberties 
are in danger from that quarter. And the story of the actual subversion of 
liberty and law, and the establishment oif ^'arbitrary power" in Rhode Island, 
through the Influence and by the aid of " aspiring ecclesiastics," seems w;eU 
suited to that olq'ect. 



UBERTY AND LAW, RELIGION AND RIGHTS, IN RHODE 

ISLAND. 

Great events are transpiring. They must be studied and un- 
derstood. The Rhode island controversy is no mere local oon- 
cernxxient. It touches vitally, and harshly, the great interests of 
liberty and law, of religion and rights, not only in Rhode Island, 
but in the whole country. By neglecting or mistaking the fact^ 
and pinhciples involved, the Amencan people may unconsciously 
riyet their own fetters, and the American churches and ministry, 
instead of interposing a barrier against oppression and disorgani* 
zatioh, may only swell and hasten the rising tide of destructioUr 

This, the story of Rhode Island will make manifest. Civil 
and p^itical liberty have been violently subverted in that State, 
and a military despotism enUironed on the ruins (though in the 
at>U3ed name) of constitutional '' law and order.'*' The Pbofi^f 
—the only lawful sovereign, under God, of a free civil govern^ 
menti have been overawed, and deposed, by aristocratic usufpa^ 
tion. The many, with tlie right on Uicir side, have been crushed 
by the comparatively few> on whose side there was wealih, and 
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station, and influence, and arms, and Presidential favor, and cleri- 
cal sanction. A Stale government, regularly and peacefully con- 
stituted and organized, lias been overturned by insurrection, with 
the -aid and countenance of the Federal Executive, whose object, 
as his own official Gazette assures us, was the support of South- 
ern slavery. The s^ucccssful accomj)lishment of all this, is cele- 
brated by ])ublic thanksgivings in the city churches ; anthems are 
chanted, and discourses replete with the dogmas of /despotism 
are delivered and published, by prominent ministers of the chief 
religious sects ; and ))ublic journalists, political and religious, to 
a fearful extent lend their sanction. 

JIISRErRESENTATIONS. 

Those who know human nature, and study human history, un- 
derstand, that in an age like the ])re^ent, such lesidts could not 
have been reached, without the aid of misrepresentations, false 
colorings, wrong statements, unjust charges. As in all similar 
cases, the crushed friends of freedom are vilified, traduced, cari- 
catured, wronged. Tiius prcjtidices are engendered, and the 
[vubiic car, to some extent, is closed against all appeals in their 
favor. Thus it has been with the friends of the enslaved, and 
thus ii is with the disfranchised of Rhode Island. 

In the present case, we count it nieedful to notice briefly, some 
of the niisapprehensions afloat, before we attempt to discuss, in 
order, the main points involved in the controversy. To be heard 
with prciudiccd cars, is sometimes w^orse than not to be heard at 
all. 

TREATMENT OF THE COLORED PEOriB. 

The friends of human rights abroad, are told ibaf they ought 
not to sympathize with the suiSfrage men in Rhode Island, npr 
plead their cause, because, in their eflforts to obtain their rights, 
they did not includfe the people of color. — Whatever ther facts of 
the case may be, the principle of the objection is false, and to 
practice upon it would be fatal. On such a principle, no messam 
of mercy could ever have reached Qur lapsed race. It is the 
same plea w^de by those who would blunt our sympathies for 
the Africans, because they enslave each other at home. On this 
principle, we should have withheld our sympathies and aid from 
Cinque, and such of his comrades oh board the Amistad as had 
been engaged. in the.slavelrade. If abolitionists may stand aloof 
fro/n the oppressed white n^en ojf Rhode Island, because they, 
and their friends in other States, stand aloof from the oppressed 
col6irtd men of the country, then may the oppressed whites of R. 
JslMhd, and their friendis, on the same principle, stand aloof from 
^h« efforts df abolitionists, on the ground that they do not care, 
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equally, for the rights of the poor and wronged ivhites. Such a 
prejudice against abolitionists has extensively existed, from the 
beginning, because, it has been said, there are aristocrats in their 
ranks. How much occasion there has been for this objection^ re^ 
mains, perhaps, to be ascertained. If abolitionists can see white 
liberty crushed in Rhode Island, without alarm and symparlhry, 
the objection will acquire vast force. A " liberty party" for the 
benefit of colored men only, would become as ridiculous a« a 
** democratic parly" foalhe exclusive benefit of the whites. If we 
would be men of principle, and have the credit of being such, we 
must apply our principles impartifilly, and every where. As we 
do not cease to demand the political rights of the free people of 
color, though the majority of them do not join with us in ple^ading- 
for the enslaved, so, likewise, we must not omit to demand the 
political rights of the disfranchised whites on account of their in- 
justice to the people of color. The cause of liberty is one, and 
if its friends can not seek its unity, they might as well surrender^ 
first as'last, especially, since it has become manifest that the North* 
em and Southern aristocracy, hitherto livals, have confederated 
for their overthrow. Abolitionists have long predicted that the 
Slave Power would crush Northern freedom, and they liave hop* 
ed that the first instance that should occur, would rouse the free 
North. Shall they now acquiesce, or be silent, or neutral, while- 
their predictions are fulfilling ? 

But the facts of the case have been misrepresented. Until 
within a few days, we have not, ourselves, got hold of the whole 
truth. It is not true tliat the suffrage men of R. Island (howev- 
er deficient) have wholly forgotten or neglected the claims of the 
colored man. Still less is it true, that, in this respect, they have 
been behind their opponents. The chief leaders of the free suf* 
frage movement were, from the first, in favor of making nodistinc-' 
lion of color, and they have not yielded their object. This fact 
was seized upon by their opponents, and no pains spared to preju*^ 
dice the public against them, on that ground. As two-thirds of the 
people of the Slate were disfranchised, there can be no question 
that such a weapon was found available, since prejudice against 
color exists every where. In the Convention by whom their Con- 
stitution was formed, it was deemed advisable, by the majority, 
to insert the word " ivhite^^ among the qualifications of voters, but 
at the same time, they provided, in another clause, that the pro- 
position to strike out' {hai word "white" should be submitted to 
ihe people y at the first annual election after the first session of the 
Legislature under the Constitution, and there is no doubt it would 
have been stricken out, if their government had not been forci- 
bly overiurned. Their opponents, the landholders, in framing 
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ibcir rival Constitution, (which was defeated, on th^ question of 
its adoption, by the votes of the suffrage party,) inserted, like- 
wise, the same word " white," but they did not provide any 
means by which ihe people could strike it out. On the contrary ^ 
their proposed Constitution, as will be shown, would have been, 
in all its provisions, out of the reach of amendment by the ma- 
jority of the people. So that the colored people would have now 
been without even the prospect of reliei, if the suffrage party 
had accepted the landholders' Constitution, which they are so 
much blamed for not having done. Yet tliey did wrong, in not 
shaping their own otherwise excellent Constitution, as it should 
have been, in their own Convention. Up to May last, as we know, 
the suffrage party were hooted at, fur wishing to admit " the low 
Irish and the niggers" to the polls. This we heard on the spot. 
But the tune has turned, now. When the contest came lately, to 
the sword, the city aristocracy were willing to have the help of 
the colored peopfe, the most of whom were their dependents, 
their laborers, their coachmen and their domestics. They en- 
rolled them then as firemen^ and admitted some of them into th^ 
railitary. And in the now pending experiment of giving the peo- 
ple a Constitution, under the terrors of the " Algerine law," and 
while citizens are flying from the State to escape imprisonment 
merely for having voted under the new Suffrage Constitution, and 
for having defended it in argument,— and while the call for the 
appointment of delegates to the coming Convention is so appor- 
tioned as to throw the power into the hands of the aristocratic 
minority, — the admission of the dependent colored people to vote, 
as well as to fight, and the boast of their support, answers their 
selfish purposes, and is impudently trumpeted to their praise. 
That such facts should occur, only proves what every body 
should have known before, viz : that servility is not confined to 
color, and that any aristocracy under heaven will as soon wield 
ibe power of the colored people to suppress the liberty of the 
whites, as the power of the whites to hold the colored people in 
l)pndage, whenever it suits their convenience. 

VIOLEXCE — LAWLESSNESS — BAD CHARACTER. 

" But then the suffrage party were so headlong and reckless — 
«o violent and mobocralic — so blood-thirsty and ferocious !' — 
" They were such low and base characters — such plunderers and 
infidels"! 

By whose testimony do you learn this ? Suppose you hear 
both sides, and suspend judgment till you know the facts of the 
case ? There are reckless and bad men in all sects and parties. 
There were infidels in the councils and armies of the American 
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Revolution. And did this decide the merits of the controversy 
with Britain, or make it proper to desert the cause of freedom ? 
What if there has been lawlessness and disorganization ? These 
are the natural results of despotism— -the almost unfailing signs 
of its existence. How shall they be cured virithout removing 
their causes ? 

Oiir story will show that the sufflrage party have beeii remark- 
able for their forbearance — that they peacefully ahd lawfully 
adopCed a Constitution and organiz^ a State government, after 
all prospect of obtaining their rights through the Charter autho- 
rities'^ had failed — that. in this they had the sanction of American 
Constitutional law — ^that they took tip arms only in defense of 
the lawful and Constitutional govemment.from insunection — ^that 
the charges against them, of incendiary designs and of purposes 
of plunder, are infamously truthless — that they have done nothing 
mobocratic, unless the military defense of civil government 
(which, by the bye, we disapprove) be always to be accounted of 
that character. Their military movements we regret,' as being, 
in our view, bad policy, as well as wrong in principle. But tJiey 
only took up arms to support the Right, and to support Consti- 
tutional " law and order," after their opponents took up arms 
against both. Their opponents had taught from the pulpit the 
duty of maintaining civil government by arms,' and tney did no- 
thing worse than to practise that doctrine. 

As to the characters of the suffrage men, we speak deliber- 
ately and on intelligent advisement, when we challenge a com- 
parison between them and their opponents. Take the leaders of 
the two parties, or take them in the masses. Search for infidels, 
or licentious, or profane, or dishonest, or Sabbath-breaking, or 
immolral men — or, on the other hand, select temperance men, 
abolitionists, men of acknowledged piety in the churches, to be 
found in the two parties, and in either case the suffrage cause 
need not shrink from the scrutiny. 

But suppose it were otherwise ? How would that affect the 
merits of tne case ? It is a question of inalienable human rights. 
Is infidelity to be cured by Christian oppression ? Will you in- 
vade mens rights to teach them honesty and good morals? 
Must Honesty and Humanity blush to be found redressing hu- 
man Wrongs, because the victims are dishonest and vicious ? So 
thought the Pharisees, but so thought not the Savior. The 
slaves, it is said, are so thievish and vicious, that the good 
should not seek their freedom. It would be strange if there 
were no bad men among the majority of the people of Rhode 
Island. But shall liberty therefore be crushed ? Shall despot- 
ism rule the eartli, so long as it can plead the vices of the peo- 
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pie ? Is not despotism itself one of the giant vices, the parent of 
vices, that needs to be removed, before the world can be re- 
formed ? 

Those who have been most forward to blacken the characters 
of the suffrage men, to heap upon them the most opprobrious epi- 
thets, and represent them as a low rabble, have nevertheless made 
some very remarkable admissions. Dr. Tucker, in his discourse, 

p. 16, says: — "The evil has infected the churches" "Sad 

divisions have taken pla'<j,e — friend has been arrayed against 
friend, brother against brother — ^lines of alienation have run 
through families and firms of business." — And Dr. Wayland says 
their movements " have been fostered and abetted, in some cases, 
by the civil magistrates, and yet more, in some instances, by 
men who have been nurtured among us, who have sat at our ta- 
bles, and been warmed by our fire-sides." — (Disc. p. 8.) And 
sgain, — "I have been informed that a considerable number of 
professing Christians, in this city, have been deluded into a par- 
ticipation in these transactions."— -(p. 30.) And yet again : — 
** This has been done, [i.e. leading citizens have been ' denounced 
as tyrants and oppressors,'] or at least it has been countenanced 
and abetted by men who call themselves the disciples of the 
Lord Jesus, who partake of the elements of that body which was 
broken, and that blood which was shed for our sins, and who pro- 
fess to be cultivating in their hearts the temper of a holy 
Heaven." — (p. 25.) 

Is it not proper that the controversy between such men and 
their accusers should be patiently examined? So we sliould 
think. And we will therefore proceed to take up the discussion 
in due order. 

ORIGIN AND CHARACTER OF THE " CHARTER." 

As the aristocratic insurgents in Rhode Island, a known mi- 
nority of the people, claim the lawful authority to govern the 
State, under the old Charter of Charles II. of England, and since 
to the present time, they have uniformly refused to lend their 
sanction to the formation of such a Republican Constitution, by 
the people, as should define their rights, and place the govern- 
ment in the hands of the majority y and since they deny the vali- 
dity and legality of the Constitution recently formed by the Peo- 
ple, because they themselves had not given, and will not give it 
their sanction, and are deteimined to hold on to their power un- 
der "the Charier," at the expense of a civil war, and by means of 
martial law, it becomes necessary to examine the history and na* 
ture of this magic instrument, and find out, if we can, the secret 
of its claims over Popular Sovereignty, and inalienable human 
rights. 
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Thc sclllement of Rhode Island was commenc'ed by Roger 
Williams and others, in 1636. Sir Henry Vane, by aut&ority of 
Parliament, granted its first Charter in .1643-4. The union of 
Providence Plantations, Warwick and Rhode Island proper, un- 
der this Charter, was in a few years broken, but m 1654, com-' 
missioners from all the towns agreed on a re-union^ and the gov- 
ernmcnty under the Charter, was re-organized. Democratic usa- 
ges prevailed here, as in the other N. England Provinces, and re- 
ligious liberty was especially and signally asserted and guarded. 
On the restoration of Charles IL, in 1660, the, inhabitants took> 
measures to secure their privileges by a new Charter, with the 
Royal assent. This was effected, the same year, and the dpcu- 
ment runs in the usual kingly style, " of our especial grace, cer- 
tain knowledge^ and mere motion^ Here we have the " repub- 
lican form of government" of Rhode Island, containing on its face 
a flat denial of the right of popular sovereignty, and granting, a$ a 
royal concession, and as a privilege, what every republican claim* 
as his inalienable right. — In its immediate provisions, however^ 
the Charter was all, or nearly all, the inhabitants of the Province 
had adventured to ask of their monarch. It granted freedom of 
conscience **in religious concernments." It was the^ creation, m 
customary form, of a political corporation^ with general power* 
of self-eovernment. It empowers the Assembly to admit persons 
free, of the company, and prescribes no terms or qualifications 
whatever. Before this Charter, and under that of 1 643, the rulc; 
of admission was " being found meet for the service of the body 
politic." 

ACTION OF THK ASSEMUtY, UN2)ER THE CHARTER. 

It is to the Charter Assembly, rather than to the instrument it-^ 
self, that the chief practical mischiefs under it are to be charged. 
In 1666, ah Act of Assembly was passed, delegating to the town* 
the power to admit " freemen," — (for so the voters alone are 
termed, in Rhode Island.) It was not until 17^, that an Act 
vras passed, requiring electors to have a freehold estate of £100, 
or 40 shillings rent, and declaring the oldest son of such a free^ 
holder to be a freeman, without qualification. After various 
changes, the amount, in real estate, was reduced to £40, or $134 
of the federal currency, which continues to the present dc^. Yet 
neither does this, nor any other qualification, (except being tho 
<ddc&t son of a freeholder^) entitle any ncian, in Rhode Iriaind, to 
the rights of a "freeman," unless the "freemen" of the lownl 
where he resides choose to propound and vote him in, as a fellow- 
itetakiA^ vi^hicb they are not legally bound to do.*-^Tbe represent* 
ation of the several towns in the General Assembly, having beed 

2 
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apportioned by the Charter, and no provision being made for a 
new apportionment, in lapse of time, became very unequal : and 
the Assembly, since the American Revolution, having been abso- 
lute, has done nothing to remedy the evil. And a mmorityy only, 
of the adult male population are " freemen." 

PRESENT VALIDITY OF THE CHARTER^ 

By the Revolution, the a:tithority of the British crown was 
thrown off, and the Royal Charter of Charles II. exph*ed, and be- 
came a dead letter, of course. A vaiTiety of considerations prove 
this, and prove, likewise,, that the present action of the Ass^embly 
under it, is an unlawful and unconstitutiotial usurpation. I. The 
assertioYi of State Indeipeiidency, by the National Declaration of 
Independence, annulledf the Charter, in form, — 2. By Establish- 
ing Popular Sovereignty, it denied the principle upon which the 
Charter was based ; and by which the txeneral Assembly, either 
with or without the Charter, (representing, as it does, only a mi- 
non^ of the citizens,) continues to v^idd the power of the State. 
8. liie R. I. Assembly, itself, save ils own ratification of ^1 this, 
on the 12th of July 1776, by adopting, as their own, the Declara- 
tion of Independence, made, a few days before, by the Continental 
Congress.-Ml. The Constitution of thef United 'States, to which 
Rhode Island has assented,* '' goara:nties to every State in the 
Union a republican form of government," but neither the Royal 
Charter, nor the General Assembly representing a minority, 
(whether acting with or without authority from the Charter,) ex- 
hibit any thing deserving the name of a republican form of gov- 
ernment. This is apparent from what has already been stated, 
and other proofs will appear, as we proceed. — 6. The People — 
not the General Assembly, nor the land-holders, were the con- 
cpierors and successors of the British crown. — 6. The people, as 
we shall soon show, have formed a new Constitution, and regu- 
larly organized a State government under it. 

PROGRESS OP THE TJSURPATION-^ITS DESPOTISM/ 

So far from relinquishing their power under a Charter which 
they had themselves solemnly declared to be no longer of any- 
binding authority, the Assembly of Rhode Island, from that day 
to the present, have exercised uncontrolled and unlimited power. 
Except in the matter of freedom in religious concernments, (the 
practical value of which, in their keeping, we shall see in its 
place,) the Chaiter itself had put but one restriction upon the 

■ - ■■ ■ ■ ■ M^a_ ^ ^ ^ _ . . . I — ^ _ , T -^ 

* The Charter Government refused to seod delegates to the Convention that 
ttamtd Che ' United States Constitution, and did not come into the Union till 
May 1790. 
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power of the General Assembly, and that was, that " the Acts of 
the Assembly shall not be repugnant to the laws of this our realm 
of EnglancT^ ! So that unless the Assembly transcend those op- 
pressions of the British Government that caused the Revolution— 
the Charter imposes upon it no restrictions or restraints ! Yet, 
as a matter of fact, the Assembly has transcended even these 
bounds. For while the Parliament of Britain taxed the colonies, 
without allowing their representation in the National legislature, 
leaving tlie colonists free to choose delegates to their own Pro- 
vincial Assemblies, and to manage their county and town matters 
as they pleased, the Assembly of Rhode Island taxes its subjects, 
without allowing the great majority of them any vole, any where, 
either in town, city, county. State or National matters ! The 
Charter too, empowers the Executive, during the recess of the 
Legislature, to establish and enforce '* all methods, orders, rules 
ana directions" that it may deem proper ! So that, as one writer 
has remarked, " there is, under the Charter, a despotic Assembly 
inperpetuamy and a despotic Executive, ad interim, against whom 
the people" have no manner of protection. Those acquainted in 
R. island, for 30 years past, know very well, that this absolute 
omnipotence and irresponsibility of the General Assembly have 
been the proverbial and taunting boast of those by whom its 
power had been wielded, and who have, insolently and insultingly, 
set the people at defiance. 

CHOICE OF RULERS. SECURITY OF RIGHTS. 

Will it be said that the people have had their remedy, in the 
choice of their rulers ? ' To what portion of the people may this 
be said ? And to whom ? Can it be said to the poor, who most 
need the protection of the government? None but holders of 
real estate, and iheir eldest sons, are even eligible for election to 
the station of ** freemen," or voters. And what is their compara- 
tive number? The number of adult white males, in 1840, was 
computed at 25,600, and the whole number of votes polled at 
the Presidential election, that year, was 8662, being the largest 
number ever polled in the State. So that less than one-third 
governed the other two^thirds. Estimates, at other limes, have 
been made, that tkree-ffths, and sometimes three-fourths, of the 
entire adult male population have been disfranchised. [A suffi- 
cient refutation, by the bye, of the pretense that the people have 
all alonff, or until lately, been generally satisfied with the existing 
order of things !] 

But the story of minority usurpation does not end here. The 
inequalities of representation have been hinted at. See a few 
exemplifications of this inequality. " One free-holder in Bar- 
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liQgton," it is said, " has as miich weight in the government a« 
tu>enty-one free-holders in Providence, nine in Cumberland, or 
eighteen in Smithfield." Again, "or/e free-holder in Newport is 
-equal to fimr in the former, or three in the latter place." Once 
more. Jn 1840, ^^seventy-two representatives were chosen. Of 
.these, thirty-eighty more than a majority, were chosen from 
towns possessing a population of 29,036 inhabitants, and which 
cast 2,846 electoral votes. The remaining thirty-four represent- 
atives were chosen from towns possessing a population of 79,801 
inhabitants, and which cast 6,776 electoral votes."' 'So that, 
while 8,662, or about one-third of the adult male population, had 
ihe right of suffrage^ and nominally governed the State, y«t 
2,846, or less than one-eighth, chose the majority of the popular 
branch of the Assembly, and really held die balance of power.' 

Thus much for the security of human rights in R. Island, aris- 
ing from popular election. The next plea we hear is, that the 
mmority have governed with so much justice, that the people can 
trust them with their rights, and therefore the Sovereignty of the 
People is not worth contending for. This plea comea n-pm.ihe 
pen of President Wayland. Let us examine it. 

Security for their rights, and especially security from the en- 
vCroachments of the government, is among the inalienable rights 
of the people — the guaranty of all the rest of their rights. How 
can it be said, then, that the minority govern with justice, when 
they govern without the consent of the governed ? How can in- 
dividual rights be said to be safe, in the keeping of those who not 
only refuse to secure ihem, but absolutely tafce them away ? The 
security and tlie rights of the disfranchised of Rhode Island re«,t 
upon the same basis as the security and the rights of the djsfran- 
cnised of the South. Happy people ! They are protected, f^r- 
Aooth, by their kind masters, who rob them ! 

The Charter GoYernm^nt permits suffrage^ as a privilege, to 
be extended or -contracted at its pleasure. It resolutely refuses 
to recognize the right. This the present contest discloses. It 
can give, and it can take away. It, and not the People, is Sove- 
reign. It follows that there has been no permanency — nothing 
«pon which the voter himself can rely — in respect to the ejtercise 
of the franchise. The power that made him a " freeman," can 
unmake him. The "Assembly" that fixed the qualification to 
$134 value of real estate, and changed it half a dozen limes, can 
•fix it at $134,000, if it pleases, and there is no remedy. ' It might 
extendxhe franchise in the manner it has sometimes promised (but 
neglected) to do, and then take it away Jigain, at ils pleasure. Not 
only the Assembly, but the town meeting of exclusivcs, claims, 
l)y delegation, the same right to exclude who7nsoevcr it pleases, 
and whatsoever qualifications they may possess. 
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The *^ governed^ have no power to demand any redress or 
.apnejndment. This was a necessary feature oif the " Royal Char- 
ter," ai)d those who wrongfully pretend to have inherited its 
kingly powers, very distinctly assert, now, at the point of the 
bayonet, and in the abused name of '* law and order,V the same 
disorganizing and lawless claim. 

" iJnder the Charter," says an able writer/ " the people can 
Jiave no rights secured to them independent of the Government — 
.even the Act " declaratory of certain rights of the people of this 
-Stiate' is but a Legislative Act, and may be repealed wheni^ver 
jthe Legislature think proper." The people hold all their rights, 
just as the southern slave holds certain articles of property, dur- 
ing the good pleasure of his master. 

OTHER RIGHTS INVADED — ADDITIONAL BADGES OP SERVITUDE. 

It has been accounted the peculiar hardship of the American 
,slaye, that he can not sue, in a court of law, a? could the slaves of 
the ancient Greejts and Romans. But two-thirds, at least, of the 
adult white males of R. Island may, in this particular, be ranked 
with the southern slaves, and below the slaves of the Athenianij. 

In R. Island — " No person whatever, since the Revolution, 
has been permitted to bring a suit at any court of law in the 
State, except he be la free-holder, or except he procure a free- 
, holder to endorse his original writ,. or cause of action.". Tbi$, 
-too, in the face of the " Act declaring certain rights^ 4*^," (above 
ne^VQLed,) which says : — " Every person within this State ought tp 
find, a certain remedy, by having recourse to the laws, for alt in- 
juries or wrongs which he may receive in bis person, property or 
character." " And yet," says the same writer, " by another Act 
it is provided that *no person who is not ^ free-holder shall hav^, 
out of the Clerk's office, any writ, &c. or unless some sufQciant 
{free^fiolder shall endorse his Christian and surname, on the b^ack 
of the 9iame' — thereby denying that any of the people of this State 
are * persons' entitled to redress, but free-holders, or owners of 
reftl estate." 

The right of trial by Jury has been thought one of the grqat 
,safeguardp of freedom. ** But this right," it is affirmed on good 
authority,! " is enjoyed by less than two-fifths of the citizens of 
Rhode Island." None but " freemen" are empanneled and can ait 
as jurors. This fact, by the bye, puts additional terrors into the 
hands of the Charter government, by whom the Con§titutioD^l 
Governy Dorr and. his adherents are charged with the crime, pf 

» ■ ■ II ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ! ' ■» ■*■ — . -. — . - • 
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♦ B. Cowell, Esq. of Providence. 

t " A Member of ihe Boston Raj," in Review of ^* Wayland^s Discourse," 
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liigh treason. They can not be tried by their peers. They must 
be tried by those who can not be considered impartial jurors. 
And besides, all the Courts of Justice are so created and con- 
structed as to be but ''Star Chamber^ Courts, '-a shield lo the 
government^ rather- than to the people,^ 

Another law of Rhode Island, authorizes the Town Council, 
when any person comes within their limits, whom they dislike, 
or whom, for any cause they desire to get rid 6f, or whom, in the 
words of the law, Hhey shall determine to be an unsuitable person 
to become an inhabitant' of their town, lo gire notice to that per- 
son, (he not being a freeman,) to depart out of the town within a 
certain period, on penalty, if he fail to go, of being bound for one 
year into servitude, to any citizen of the unitei> states !* 

Very plainly, by this Statute, any new resident, not a free- 
holder, might be " bound out into slavery at the South ! What a 
parallel have we here to those infamous laws by which free col- 
ored citizens are sold into slavery ! Another section of the same 
Act " renders it imperative on all who entertSfi strangers, to re- 
port them within seven days, to the President of the Town 
Council."* 

religious liberty outraged. 

Under shelter of the enactments just mentioned, Official Town 
Dignitaries and others have, ever and anon, annoyed and insulted 
witn the threat of banishment, itinerant and transient Mission* 
aries, Asents, and others, who have sojourned temporarily in the 
State, In so doing, they have treated with utter contempt that 
clause of the U. S. Constitution that guaranties to the citizens of 
each State the right of free and peaceful sojourn in every other 
8tate. Here, again, we trace the close resemblance between the 
lawless despotism of the slave States, and that of the Charter 
Government of Rhode Island, That Anti-Slavery lecturers 
should have had the terrors of this law held over them, need ex« 
cite no surprise. But it is not, perhaps, so commonly known that 
others have fallen under the same ban. A single specimen may 
suffice. Rev. William Fuller, a respectable minister of the gos- 
pel, [as "regularly educated and ordained" as the most fastidious 
could desire,] was preaching, about ten or twelve years ago, at 
Washington Village, in Rhode Island, in a house erected by the 
contributions of Christians, many of whom were disfranchised. 
His services were highly appreciated by a portion of the inhabit- 
iants. But his faithful testimony against rum-selling, ipade him 
obnoxious to a number of ** the free-holders," by whom he was 



* " A M(«iber of che Boston Bar,** in Review of ** Wayland'e Diseourte.** 
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formally notified that be should be banished from the town, unless 
he altered his style of preaching. He pursued the even tenor of 
his way, until the threat was literally fulfilled. Either by order of 
the town authorities, or else by vote of the " freemen*' in open 
town meeting, (we are not positive which,) he was authorititavely 
and offlciallj^ ordered to leave the town, with which order he 
peaceably complied, and left the town and the State. He had 

freviously been an ordained minister in another town in Rhode 
sland — was afterwards settled at or near River Head, on Long 
Island, and has since supplied, for some time, the pulpit of the 
First Presbyterian Church in tJtica. We are thus minute, to 
show that R. Island legislation, under the Charter, is not a dead 
letter, and that the persons recently described as low vagabonds 
and rebels) are not its only victims. 

The banishment of a minister of the gospel, under authority of 
the Charter Government^ for no crime but preachitig against the 
sins of the ^' free-holders," is a precious comment upon the boast" 
ed guaranty of " freedom in matters of religious concernment," in 
the land of Roger Williams, showing how little any such guar* 
anty is worth, under a government irresponsible to the people, and 
undfefined by a Constitution. 

Another specimen of the tone and style of Town Meetings of 
the "/rcemen," may be found in the resolution adopted and en- 
forced, in Providence, a few years since, excluding all persons 
excejjt themselves • from the Town House, during Town 
Meetings. 

rOFULAB HOVEKENTS AGAINST DESPOTISM. 

Not long afler the State of Rhode Island assented to the Federal 
Constitution, in May 1790, there began to be movements in favor of 
a State Constitution, an extension of the suffrage, and an equalized 
representation* The petitions for this object became so iropor* 
tunate and so numerous, that, about the year 1797 or 8, the Charter 
Assembly felt constrained to call a Convention, not of the PEOPLBf 
however! but of the privileged /ree-M^f2er«. This Convention framed 
a Constitution, (if our information be correct,) which was submitted 
to the free-holderSf and rejected by them* These particulars we have 
from a clergyman, who was a member of the College in Providence 
at the time. In 1811, the effort was renewed, but with similar want 
of soccess. 

From 1819 to 1822 inclusive, a period of four years, the State was 
agitated with the same discussion, but with no visible effect on the 
Charter Government. 

In 1824 the Assembly called a Convisntion of the **freemeih^ to 
form a Constitution. This Convention recommended an equalized 
representation atnong the ** freemen," but a motion to extend the suf* 
frage received but three votes. The proposed Constitution was re. 
jected< 
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In 1820^ nfter an animated and elaborate newspaper dii^cusstoD of 
two years, petitions were presented to the Assembly for an extension 
of the suffrage. They were referred to a Committee, who reported 
an insulting reply to the petitioners, *< describing them as a degraded 
portion of the community, and reminding them that if they were die* 
siatisfied with the institutions of the State, they were at liberty to 
leave it ! The Report was received, and printed, and consideredf- 
with much exultation, as the most effective rebuke ever aduHBis- 
tered to the advocates of liberal suffrage in R. Island."''' 

This was the courtesy extended by the Charter Assembly to two^ 
thirds of the adult male population of Rhode Island, including proba«' 
biy seven-eighths of all of them who are and have been the enicieiit 
and consistent friends of temperance, moral reformation, human lib. 
erty and social improvement in that State. These characteristics 
have only made the extension of the suffrage the more difficult there,- 
because such qualiffcatrbns are the last that the conservators of aria, 
tocratic misrule in Rhode Island would wish to see comiog to the' 
palls. There is no « Libert}'^ Party" in Rhode Island, because the ma« 
terials for.such a party are disfranchised. We have in otir mind's- 
eye a very prominent individual, ik)W deceased, who for many years' 
notoriously controlled the oligarchy of the State, whose known hes« 
tility to common and Sunday schools was generally attributed to his 
fear of the effect of popular intelligence upon hLs political inffuence, 
at a time when no small number even of th6 *' free-holders" and their 
** oldest sons" could neither read nor write. It is undeniable that the 
progress of learning, among the people, has been accompanied with a 
rising demand for a free government,' If, (as P'res. Way land cliaiiiiSyy 
some of the conservators of the Charter have befriended common 
schools, it only proves them less discerning than the politician just 
described. 

The tone of the Legislative Report of 1829 has been but to& faiths 
fully echoed by the presses of R. Island, with few exceptions, from 
that time to the present. The majority, including the most moral 
and patriotic portion of the people, haVe been charged with the foulest 
Qsinies,' and blackened by every epithet of abuse. The cry of treasoii' 
2igain&(t the abolitionists, in 1834-<-5-6, in that State, was only an in- 
cide^lal form of the same policy. And the same Mr. Hazard^wha 
drew up the insulting Report just adverted to, was likewise the ad- 
vocate of penal enactments against anti-slavery diseussiona, the 
drf^tsma.tk of a -Bill for that object, which, as Chairman of a Cooiiiiit- 
tee on that subject, he introduced into the General Assembly of R. 
Ii^and : a measure £rst proposed and recommended by a regular town 
meeting of the « freemen" of Newport. Thus identified, at eveiy 
step, are the enemies of northern and of southern freedom*' 

Id 1832 Another effort in favor of an extended suffrage met the fate 
of its pitedeees$ors. 
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♦ Vide Gov. Dorr's Messagpe. 
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In 18S4 the efibrC was renewed^ in the shape of a regularly organ- 
ized political party* But what could a' political party do without 
Toters ? The very object of the party was to obtain the franchise ! 
A few only of the ** freemen" could be induced to join in the move- 
ment, though, as in the former struggles, great pains were taken to 
diffuse light, and show the. benefits of a free government in contract 
with the abuses existing in R. Island. At first, the Assembly showed 
flome symptoms of alarm, and, as on former occasions, assurancca 
were given by influential politicians, that something efficient should 
be done. The Assembly went so fiir in 1834 as to call a Conven. 
tion— fio< of the Psoplb-— but of the *</reemen" — the hmdocracif. 
In this Convention, a proposition to extend the suffrage received only 
Wf^H votes, and the members dropping off, one after another, the Con^ 
vention dispersed, (or want of a quorum ! Yet the free suffrage par- 
ty atruggled on, four years, when it became extinct, without having 
made any pereeptiblei degree of change in the minds of the <* free- 
men," who seemed determined never to yield their monopoly of 
power* This brings down the history until 183d. An entire gene- 
ration had thus melted away in the fruitless endeavor to recover thei-r 
inalienable, God-given rights. Among them were many soldiejrs of 
the Revolution, who died without obtaining the liberties for which 
they fought, or learning the practical value of the far-famed '< Decla* 
ration*^ which, on every returning fourth of July, was subjected i9 
the mockery of a pompous reading, amid the roar of cannon, and the 
senseless hozzas of the unreflecting. 

THB EIGHTH GENBBAL STR1J6GLB, 

Seven distinct struggles for liberty in^^Rhodo Island, within less 
than fifty years past, we have already recorded. The people p^r- 
baps began to think themselves entitled to a Jubilee.. But they did 
not expect it, without another struggle. It came. It was severe, 
but it was successful. 

In the latter part of 1840, an Association of mechanics, chiefly 
non-free-holders, was organized in Providence, an^ similar Associa- 
tions were soon formed throughout the State. Once more, in Jan. 
uary 1841, petitions were sent to the Old Charter Assembly. »* Tiiey 
were insultingly passed b]f, without any notice or action." Congress 
had set the precedent of excluding petitiens for the laborers of the 
South. The Rhode Island Assembly knew no difference between the 
laborers of the South and of the North. They seem to have profited 
by the hints of McDufiie and Calhoun, of Pickens and Leigh. They 
had learned how-to deal with *<^the white slaves of the North." But 
a petition was presented from the town of Smithfield, in favor of a 
more equal representation among ** freemen." This was acted upon 
Feb. 6, and a resolution adopted, requesting the ** freemen'* to choose 
delegates to a Convention to be held in November, 1841. 

FORMATION OP A STATE CONSTITUTION. 

The disfranchised non-frce-holders, well knowing that the contem- 
3 
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plated Convention of ^^fre^merC^ was not intended to do any thing 
' effective for ihemi invited a Mass Convention of the people at Provi. 
dence, April 17th,' 1841, <* to consider their rights, grievances a^d 
remedies," *< A second Mass Convention was held at Newport, May 
5th r and a State Committee was appointed, with power to call a 
Convention of the people at large, for the formation of a Republican: 
Constitution, But this call was dela3red until the June session of the 
Charter Assembly, at which Mr, Actwell, a free suffrage- member, in* 
tfodiiced a Bill to admit lax-payers to vote with the ^'^freemeuy* in the 
choice of delegates to the November Convention,- appointed by the 
Assembly, Ten votes only, out of sixty-two, were giveu in favor of 
thiff motion, proving clearly that the People had not mistaken the 
objects of that Charter AssemMy^s Convention. On the 5th of July, 
therefore, their Mass Convention assembled again at Providence, and 
instructed their State Committee to issue forthwith^ their call. This 
was accordingly done. Delegates were duly chosen, according to an 
equal ratio, and in doing it moderators and clerks were chosen, in tht^ 
primary meetings, held in nearly all the towns in the State, and the 
business was transacted according to customary usages in Rhode Is* 
, land, A large majority of the delegates assembled in Convention at 
Providence, Oct. 4th, 1841, formed a plan of a Constitution, and ad- 
joumed till the next month, that the plan might be submitted to the 
puUic scrutiny, and be discussed among the people. They re-assem. 
bled 'in November, made several amendments of their plan, passed 
upon the Constitution, and submitted it to the people for their adop- 
tion or rejection, <* The adult male population, who were citizens of 
the United States, and had^heir permanent residence, or home, in the 
State,*' were invited to vote upon this question of adoption or rejec- 
tion. This was done, agreeably to appointment of the Convention^ 
Dec.'^tth, 28th and 29th, 1841, and the result was the adoption of 
the Constitution « by a vote of 13,944, being more than three-fifths 
of the entire male population of Rhode Island." These votes were 
duly returned to the People's Convention, examined and counted, and 
the Constitution declared to be adopted. ^ The report of the Count- 
ing Committee was transmitted to the Charter Assembly, at its Jfanu;* 
ary session, 1642, and a motion made (by Mr, Atwell) in that body, 
for a Committee to examine the return, which was negatived by a 
large majority .*' So the Charter Assembly kefused to inquire 
tokkher or no the People had adopted a Constitution ! 

CONVENTIOTJ Ot tHE LANB-HOLDERS — WRINGING AND TWISTING. 

* In the mean time, the Landholders^ Convention, by invitation of 
the Charter Assembly, had assembled, the first Monday in November 
1841, and <^ proceeded to draft a Constitution, On the question of 
the extension of the suffrage, the Convention * Voted, to exclude the 
-eldest son of freemen, and admit such white male adult citizens as 
possessed taxable property to the amount of five hundred dollars./ " 
The Convention then> adjourned to meet again the 15th day of Feb- 
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ruary following. This they did without formally passing a vote upon 
the plan of Constitution, as a whole. This circumstance, together 
with the subsequent abandonment of this five hundred dollar qualifica- 
tion, at their adjourned session in February^ {after the adoption of the 
People's Constitution,) has been made the basis of an evasion, by 
means of which the impression has been successfully and extensively 
made, abroad, that no such property qualification was ever intended. 
Theyizc^, nevertheless, remains, as above stated, and had there been no 
such event as the adoption of the Free Suffrage Constitution, by the 
people, it is manifest that no such favorable change in the Constitu- 
tion of the "Freemen's" Convention would have been witnessed. 
This is evident, by the testimony of their own defenders. A.. C. 
Earstow, in his Letter in the Emancipator of July 21st, in answer 
to Wm. Goodell, and speaking of this period, Nov. 1841, says : 
• 
" But little interest was taken in the matter, [i. e. the free suffrage 

movement,] up to this time. The legal party always looking upon it 
as n farce J never opposed, nor took any notice of U.^' 

Of course, then, they had no intention of enacting the «* farce" of 
free suffrage, in which they pretend the people themselves took " but 
little interest" ! And since they " took no notice of" this « farce" of 
the people's petitioning for the franchise, it follows that the pretense 
of this same Mr. Barstow, in a previous paragraph, that « the pray- 
er" (of the free suffrage men) " to the Legislature was answered,'^ 
(instead of the prayer of the *< freemen" of Smithfield, for an equal- 
ized representation,) is proved to be without a shadow of foundation. 
Equally explicit is the Discourse of President Wayland, p. 14, where 
he says: — 

" It is proper to add, that until very lately, it has been really doubt- 
fvH whether a change was actually desired by any large number of 
our citizens. Petitions on this subject, were, it is true, several times 
presented, h\A they never seemed to arise from any strong feeling, nor 
to assume a form iliat called for immediate action. It lias really been 
matter of surprise to me, that the question awakened so little atten^ 
<ion."[///] . . 

Who will believe that, with these views, any " immediate action" 
would have been taken by the holders of* power, had not the people 
themselves asserted the sovereignty which God, and reason, and the 
Declaration of Independence, had awarded io them? How amazing 

is the effrontery of these men ? In no possible way no — not by 

nearly a half century of exertion, (so they tell us,) could the least im- 
pression be made upon them, that the petitioners were in earnest — or 
at least " any large number of them" — not enough of them to cause 
any alarm, and therefore, « immediate action was not called for f" 
The disfranchised of Rhode Island had presented themselves before the 
Charter Assembly, about as many times* by their petitions, as Mose« 
and Aaron, on behalf of the Hebrews, and on a similar errand,. Uati 



^ THE RIGHTS AKD THE WRONGS 

fMwented thetmelTes before Phanioli ; they hid waited many years 
loDger than did the Hebrews, for the granting of their petitiont--4Mil 
the Aasembiy thought it •* really doubf (bl whether any change was ae* 
toally desired, by any large number of the citisDens" ! The petition- 
ers had adopted the plan of «« carrying this object into efieot by means 
of Toluntary associations." So says President Wayland, and he inti. 
mates their dangerous strength and power. Tet he saw no eridemss 
in them of ** any strong feeling," and was ** quite surprised that the 
'question awakened so little attention" ! A political party had been 
organized — a newspaper had been established and patronized — money 
had been expended — immense Mass Conventions, the largest gather* 
ings ever witnessed in the State, had been held at Providence and 
Newport, and marched in procession through the streets-^measoree 
adopted for forming a Constitution— delegates to the Convention ap- 
pointed in nearly all the towns in the State — but •* the legal party aU 
ways looked upon it as a pascb !"— (precious proof of the deamean 
of their vision !) and, (without ever imagining that they had already 
granted the prayer of the dufranchued^ and had, th^refore^ called n 
Convention of the ^ freemen;^ they «< TOOK NO NOTICiE" what- 
ever of all that was passing around them. 

But no sooner had the people taken the additional step of aetii^ 
upon their rights, than — behold ! the titbles are, at once, l^nied, aii4 
mttiOf forsooth, the people have been so disorganizing and rebeUlooe^ 
that a fair pretext is found for their subjugation by martial law ! Tee f 
And then they try to make the nation belieye they were about to give 
them all they aJked; had it not been for their insobordination tQ 
•Jaw! 

But we anticipate the discussion. We must patiently record the 
facts. We must finish the history of this landholder's Constitution. 
We have noticed the refusal of the Charter Assembly, at its June aea- 
«ion, to admit the tax-payers to ;rote, with the freemen, in choosing 
delegates to their Convention. We have seen also, the disposition, 
up to November, to establish a strong property qualification. We 
have seen, that, op to that time, they regarded the whole movement ^ 
^ fiirce." But the successful adoptioil^f a Stale Constitution by the 
people, had begun to convince them that something more than ** a 
farce" was in progress — that the long.neglected.find spumed petitions 
liad arisen from ^ strong feeling," on the part of << a large number of 
the citizens."^ — ^What nxm, could be done, to prevent the Constituticuii 
just adopted from going into operation <? We shall presently see what 
they attempted to do. Yet other fiicts roust be recorded in their 
order. 

WISDOM AKP BaiTITT. 

At the session of the Charter Assembly, in January 1842, Mr. At- 
well, a member of that body, and also a member of the People's 0^- 
vention, introduced an Act, reciting the* doings of that body, and re- 
quiring the Assembly to yield up its authority to the new government, 
which was to be organized under the Constitution. Tke BUI was re. 
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jected. ^ Mr. Ahwll then moved for an isqairy into the number of 
qualified voters wbo bad east their ballots for the new Constitution. 
This» tooy was negatived, and the entire subject treated with marked 
contempt. Having thus refused to make the inquiryi the Charter 
Assembly tacitly admitted that the ** asserted majority" was a true 
and real one— -they evinced their conviction of the fact, and all cavil 
and controversy oaikat point, on their part, was thus forever fore- 
closed— -and their position, in this respect, they well understand. 

StmMmgf however, had been gained. The Landholders' Conven- 
tion was to meet again in February, and the Charter Assembly, now, 
for the first time, consented to humor ^le people, by passing an Act 
which authorised all persons wbo would be allowed to vote under the 
Constitution that should be formed in February, to vote on the ques. 
tion of the adoption or rejection of that Constitution, in the framing 
of which they bad not been permitted to participate. They insulted 
the people and common sense, at the same time, by passing anoiker 
Act, declaring the People's Constitution, that had just been adopted, 
** an assumption of the powers «f government, a violation of the 
righU of Che existing gover^memtf ana of the rights of the pe&ple at 
large /'' That is to say, ** the people at large'* had violated their own 
rights, by doing their own buainess, and asserting their own supreme 
authority 1 

QOirasnvATivs kitatekt, and pofitlab saoacity. . 

Rejection of the LandMden^, Coiutitutian^^^md why f — The Land- 
holders' Convention completed, at its February session, its draft of a 
Constitution, which was sHbmitted to the people, on the 21st^ 22d and 
28d of March. It was^bsjsctbd, by a majority of nearly 700. 
This rejection is one of the facts never dispi^ted by either party, and 
may fairly be considered as a virtuah ratification or re-adoption of the 
People's Constitution of the December preriovte. What further de. 
monstration of the will of the majority could the Charter Assembly 
ask ? They and their opponents, each in turn, had tried their hand, 
in framing a Constitution for the people. Their opponents had Ob- 
tained an overwhelming majority fbr theirs — and they had sustained 
an acknowledged defeat — a rejection of theirs, jffew could they then 
with any pretension to fair dealing, or regard to << law and order,'^ 
hold out in the controversy any longer? 

But it has be«i said that this Convention of the landholders was 
** defeated by the efioHs of ambitious and designing men" ! Who is 
it, that has authority to say that, and to nullify the sovereign people's 
acts on that ground? What a •'disorganizing" doctrine have we 
here ? By this role, any President or Governor might hold his seat, 
after the election of his successor, upon a similar plea. 

An examination of the landholder's Constitution will show the 
grounds of its rejection. It was obnoxious to the people, in the fbl- 
lowing particulars :-* 

1. It did not provide for that grand safeguard of electoral indepen- 
4ence, thpit ierror of .tyrants — that dread of demagogues — the votb 
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BY BALLOT without the name of the voter on the ticket. The mode i« 
left to the dictation of the Greneral Assembly, and the people had rea* 
SOB to apprehend that a mode would be adopted, which, instead of 
conferring real, available power, on the operatives of the manufac 
turing districts, (dependent as they are, on their employers, and subr 
jected as they might be, to their scrutiny and dictatorship,) would on. 
Jy tend to swell tiie already overgrown power of the capitalists. 

2. It did not destroy the freehold caste, nor the peculiar qualificai^ 
tion of the freeholder's oldest son. These stood in the same position 
as they did before, but the franchise was farther extended by admit- 
ting U7^ite '-native American citiasens, twenty-one years of age, who 
had resided in the State ttoo years,- and in the town six months. Free- 
holders and their eldest sons eould vote after a residence of one year. 

3. Of course, it left all except freeholders without that right of ju. 
Ty trial by their peers so essential to their security, and even to their 
protection from persons claiming them as slaves. • 

4. It did not place naturalized citi^n» cm a level with the soiUborn, 
but required of them three years residence, in addition to the fcoe re- 
quired by the United States, and that they should own real estate in 
the town where they might vote. This would prevent a large num. 
ber of operatives in the factories from voting at all. Many more 
would forfeit the right, by moving to another village for employment^ 
And nearly all of them would bold the elective franchise, if at all, at 
the pleasure and good will of their employers. Tlius, they might be- 
come the tools of the. capitalists, instead of becoming independent 
freemen. 

.^. No provision was made. enabling the people to strijce out the 
word *< whiie^^ and thus extend the suffrage to the colored population. 

6. It did npt recognize the inalienable rights of man, nor the sov^ 
reignty of the People, nor their right to frame, alter and abolish gov. 
^nments at their pleasure. 

Many other defects might be enumerated.-^ B,ut two positive abom. 
inations, each one, of itself, sufficient to insure iis rejection by a peo. 
pie who understood their rights, or regarded fundamental equity, de. 
serve special attention. 

First. Its apportionment of representation was so unequal, that, 
under its operation, the State would have been still governed,, as hith. 
erto, BY A HiNORiTY ! It threw the control of the Assembly into the 
hands of towns and districts containing less than one4hird of the in- 
habitants f 

Second. The Assembly, thus constituted and governed, was to 
hold, in its own hands, virtually, the question of amendment or non- 
amendment, of this defective and unjust Constitution. All move, 
ments in the direction of change, were to originate with the Assembly 
elected by a minority of the people. If they proposed amendments, 
and the people concurred, and if — after the people had approved 
them, the Assembly still agreed to. it, then, but not otherwise, the 
Constitution could be amended! This mode of amendment will ap. 
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pear in its true colors, when it is added that there was no provision 
made for a new apportionment of the representation, already unequal, 
and likely to grow into a stiil greater inequality, in a few years. 

So that the landholders' Constitution, after all, was a knavish trap, 
to cheat the people with a show of sovereignty, and never put them 
in real possession of it^ no — npt even for ti single hour. More than 
this, it was a dishonest trick to gull them into a ratification, an agree- 
ment, to many of the same abuses which now exist only as sheer 
usurpations, without a show of popular or constitutional sanction. — 
On the whole, the people knew very well, that if they adopted this 
Constitution, they would be in a worse position to assert their rights, 
than they were, under the Charter. As its framing, both in the man.< 
ner efnd matter of it, was an insult to the people, so its rejection by 
them was a proof of their discrimination and foresight. << They saw 
the hook through the bait," and avoided it. In the language of a ner« 
vous writer-^'* After all, it was ta be the LAND that was to govern, 
and not MAN. The free suffrage psrrty were solenroly bound to re. 
ject that Constitution, and they would have been false to themselves 
and to their principles, if they had done otherwise." And he shows, 
by a detailed statement of particulars^ how, ere long, the representa:. 
tion in the Senate, would have become as objectionable as under the 
Charter, and how ''this landed majority in the Senate, could always 
prevent the passage of any Act for the amendment of the Constitu. 
tion." 

How provoking, that the people would not rivet their own fettera! 
That they would not give up their own Constitution for that of the 
landholders ! They must be rebels and disorganizers, of. course! 

THE STI^T^ CONSTITJDTION — ITS MAJORITY ADOPTION. 

Of the People's Constitution, we have heard na complaint, that 
could befit republican or Christian lips, except the insertion of the 
word ^^ white, which, it was believed, would be stricken out by the 
people, as proposed. We will now attend to some objections that 
have been urged — not against the cAorac^er, but against the i^aZidf- 
iiy of this Constitution. ' 

It has been Contended by individuals, (never by the Charter Gov- 
emmerd) that there is no evidence of its adoption by the majority, — 
This plea is evidently resorted to^ as an after- thought — a mere pre- 
text, to cover the real ground of objection — its republican features — 
its recognition of popular sovereignty — its adoption without leave of 
the Charter Assembly. Nevertheless, we will look at it. We have 
already noticed that the Assembly have never dared to inquire into 
the returns. That fact, of itself, should be decisive, unless it be 
pleaded that the Assembly planted themselves solely upon the position 
that no Constitution adopted without their sanction could be binding! 
If this be their ground, let them abide the issue on that ground, and 
let their advocates be as silent as Ihey arc, on the subject of the major- 
ity adoption. 
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But is it credible that a majority of the people, wbaare dMimn* 
chised, did not vote in favor of a Constitution that recognizBd thcnr 
rights — and at a time, too, when they had every reason to believe that 
DO Constitution would be offered by the landholders' Conventtoa, that 
would not contain the property qualification of ^$500 7 JHf eondttioa 
which would still disfranchise ai great portion of them ? 

If it be said that very many of them possess this property qualifi- 
cation, and therefore were not in favor of the Constitution— -aad if to 
this plea be added the very novel estimate of Mr« A.C. BarttoWy that 
a majority of the people are landholders, and that tkarefaref they could 
not be supposed to be in favor of the People's Constitution — how, we 
demand, does this duplicate, plea agred with the eiker very novel dia« 
covery of Mr. Barstow and others, viz., that the people of the SIttto 
are almost unanimously in favor of free suffrage, aad have been, from 
the beginning of the present cfifficulties ? 

It is remarkable that President Wayland and others, who have la. 
bored to create a suspicion or doubt on this majority question, have . 
labored likewise to prove that the expressed will of the majority is not 
bindings and that such a principle would be despotic in its nature !— «i 
Mr. Barstow sajrs explicitly — <^ If it [the Constitution] wt» voted for, 
by a majority of the male citizens, still it can not be the fundamental 
law of the land.'^ And Dr. Wayland says that in such a despottam 
of the majority << society would be worse than solitude." Why then 
^ they seek to create a belief that this despotism of the majority is oa 
tJkeir side ? Why not stick to the oM doctrine that the minority ought 
to govern ? 

But to the facts. The Committee of the People's Convention, by 
whom the returns were received and counted, reported •< that as near- 
ly as could be ascertained, the number of males in the State, over the 
age of twenty.one years, who could he voters under the People's Con- 
atitutioo, was 23,142 ; that 11,572 were a majority of that number, 
and that the People's Constitution was approved by 18,944, being a ' 
plurality of 4,756 and a majority of 2,372 votes." So that more than 
three-fifths of the whole number voted for the Constitution. Another 
calculation shows likewise, that the Constitution was adopted by « 
majojrity, even of the *^ freemen*^ under the Charter. Thus : The 
largest number of votes ever polled, under the Charter, was 8,662, a 
majority of whom would be 4,332. And the '< returns" showed that 
4,927 of the votes in favor of the Constitution were given by <* free, 
men," (for their votes were separately registered) making a majority 
of freemen of nearly six hundred. 

« Every challenge that was made, at the election, was received, and 
the votes excluded from the count. Every voter wrote his name on 
the face of his ticket, and these tickets are preserved for the scrutiny 
of the Charter Assembly, together with the registers kept of the per. 
sons voting." « As to any unfair dealings, or spurious votes, the Ae. 
sembly have never dared, though solicited by the liberal members, U> 
make the inquiry,^^ Where then, is the room for controversy ? 
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To make an impression abroad, it has been objected that votes were 
^iven by proxy, that is, tickets, duly authenticated, were sent in by 
individuals not present in person. Also that the moderators of the 
town meetings were not put under' oath. But in both these particu. 
larsj the people followed the customary usages, ahd even, in the case 
of voting by proxy, the statute laws of Rhode Island. For whathon^ 
est object, (hen, are these objections trumpeted through the land I Es- 
pecially when the number of proxy votes were so few that if they 
were all cast out, the result Nvould not be materially varied ? 

An effort has been made to discredit the majority returns of the 
Convention, by alledglng that, in a subsequent vote for Governor, wn- 
der this Constitution, in April, there was not quite half as many votes 
as were claimed for the Constitution. But what does this prove? — 
There was an occasion for a rally on the vote for the adoption of the 
Constitution. But in the election of Governor, there was no oppos- 
ing candidate, and why should the people rally in their strength ? — • 
The aristocratic minority would not, of course, vote, under the Con- 
stitution, the validity of which they denied, &nd were preparing, by 
force of arms, to overthrow. A ballot-box rally, therefore, w-as not 
needed, to meet them. The Charter Assembly, too, had passed a law^ 
forbidding, on penalty of fines and imprisonment, the holding of meet, 
ings to vote under the People's Cbpstitution, or standing as candid- 
ates ; and declaring it treason to accept and '< assume to exercise" 
any State office, under the Constitution I What can exceed the ef* 
frontery of men who can adopt meas^ures like these, to keep the peo. 
pie from voting, and then claim that the diminished vote is an evi. 
dence of their having abandoned their object ! And yet, after alU 
the ^ate officers, under the Constitution were chosen by a vote of 
nearly 1,600 more than those under the>>ld Charter !* 

President Way land, in his discourse, first repeats, and then, very 
adroitly, reverses the argument. After laboring to discredit the re* 
turns of the December vote, in favor of the Constitution, he turns a 
somerset, and bases an argument on the truthfulness of those returns, 
to prove that " more than one half" of those who voted for the Con- 
stitution in December, ** had abandoned" it in April ! For how did he 
know that, without assuming that the December returns were trust- 
worthy ? The hotiesty of this double argument is in keeping with the 



* The votes for " the officers under this ConsliliUion" are stated by President 
Wayland, to be 6,417. The Charter Assembly, as its proceedings are recorded in 
the Providence Journal of May 5, reported the vote for S. W. King, as Gover- 
nor to be 4,864, and for the opposing candidate, T. F. Carpenter (a suffrage man 
who has since been arrested for treason) 2,211. Scattering, 3. This gives Gov. 
Dorr, by their own account, 1,553 more<votes than S. W. King, whom the 
Gbarterists support as Governor of the State. And it shows that out o^ the 
13,492 ^votes given for Governor, under botk organizations, only 4,864, oi a little 
more than one-third were given for the man who afterwards governed the State 
by military law, (!) while, by tbeir own statements, 8,628 votes were cast for two 
candidates (Dorr and Carpenter) both ^f whom are charged with treason against 
the government of the 4,864 " legitimates y^ 
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logic that assumes, (as his evidently does,) that the people abandon a 
Constitution, and thereby make it a nullity, by neglecting to rally a 
majority of tlieir whole number (or as many as voted to adopt it,) at 
every election that takes place under it ! ^ And this from a learned 
teacher who deprecates <' disorganization" and capricious and irregu- 
lar change ! 

If any thing were needed to corroborate the returns of the votes, 
tfticA efforts to get rid of them would be a sufficient guaranty of their 
correctness. Another corroboration of a main item, in the estimate 
of the Convention, is inadvertently furnished by another opponent* 

Mr. Barstow's estimate of the number of persons in Rhode Island 
*^ entitled to vote in States where suffrage is most extended" is 22,00Of 
or 1,142 less than the estimate of the People's Convention. This 
makes the majority in favor of the People's Constitution 571 mare 
than they made it. For this unexpected service, from Mr. .Barstow, 
the friends of the Constitution will be obliged. « Howbeit^Ae meant 
it not so, neither did his heart think so." He was intent* on the ae-* 
countable object of making out his new discovery that the horribly 
dangerous power of the majority, (as President Way land hath it,V is 
in the hands of the landholders ! This point, to bi^ own satisfaction^ 
he made out, by an additional stretch of his powers at guessing, which 
we need not examine. If he chooses to have it that, with a majority 
, of landholders f the People's Constitution was adopted by a majority 
of 571 more votes than they ever claimed, we shall not labor to con« 
fute him. 

And here we drop, for the present, the subject of the Constitution's 
majority adoption, with the obvious remark that if the people had a 
right to adopt a Constitution, without the sanction of the Charter 
Government, then they had a right to prescribe the manner of doing, 
it, and of appointing the officers to do it — and their report of the re* 
suit is to be accredited by all conscientious sticklers for << law and or- 
der," and for the " correct way of doing business.^' Otherwise there 
is an end to all decisions by majorities, and the fiction of Pros. Way. 
land, as applied to the Constitutionalists, becomes a reality in the case: 
of himself and his partisans. If *< individuals" may trample on a' 
Constitution of the sovereign People, duly declared by their appoint, 
ed officers to have been adopted, because they choose to doubt the cor* 
rectness of the count, thiis claiming for themselves « a majority a^ 
certained by no forms of law," then indeed may they " overturn the^ 
whole fabric of existing institutions" — a work which, it would seem^ 
they are determined to do. 

CONSTITUTIONAL "LAW AND OKDEB." 

We come then, to the grav§ inquiry whether the Constitution Of 
llhode Island was adopted in conformity with " law and order ?" Or 
whether, as is claimed by the Charter Government, it was a violation 
of « law and order" for the People to form a Constitution, without 
leave of the Charter Assembly — insomuch that the legality and rw* 
lidity of their Constitution is thereby destroyed. 
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The Declaration op Independence — that corner stone of all 
oar American Constitutions — that grand exposiior and father of Con- 
Btifutional law — that authenticated definition of « a republican form 
of government" and directory of "fAe manner*^ of establishing free 
institutions, according to fundarhental *< law and order" — is remarka- 
biy explicit, and direct to the point in hand. 

All governments " derive their just powers from the consent of the 
governed,^* — ** Whenewr any form of government becomes destruc- 
tive of the ends for which it was instituted, U is the right of the peo- 
ple to alter, or to abolish it, and institute a new government." 

Twenty- FIVE State Constitutions, in this Union, we might 
quote, to the same effect. And as to " the manner," the Constitu- 
tion of Vermont says — ^< The community hath an indubitable, ina- 
lienable, and indefeasible right, to reformer alter government, IN 
SUCH MANNER, as shall be by that community , judged most condu* 
cive of the public fjoeal," Pennsylvania says, ** The people at all times 
have an inalienable, and indefeasible right to alter, reform, or abolish 
their government, IN SUCH MANNER as they think proper." Vir- 
ginia says, <* A majority of the community hath an indubitable, ina- 
lienable, and indefeasible right to reform, alter or abdish governn^ent, 
IN SUCH MANNER as shall be judged most conducive to the pub. 
lie weal." Every Constitution of Government in the American Un- 
ion, (unless we quote the rejected landholders' Constitution of R. Is- 
land, from which it was carefully excluded !) contains in its Bill of 
Rights the assertion of the same principle. 

We cite these specimens not merely as expressions of .correct prin- 
ciples, but as authentic quotations of Constitutional " law and 
obdbr" in America. Now for a fbw commentaries upon that <<Idw 
and orden" 

Washington, in his Farewell Address, says : 

^^TbTe basis of our political systems is the bioh^ of the people 
ta MAKE and alter their form of government." 

JuDOB Wilson, of Pennsylvania, one of the framers of the U. S.- 
Constitution, says: — "The people may change the Constitutions, 
whenever, and HOWEVER they please. This is a right of which 
no positive institutions can ever deprive them." " In our governments, 
the supreme, absolute, incontroUable power remains in the people ; as 
our Constitutions are superior to our legislature, so the people are su- 
perior to our Constitutions." [Judge Wilson's Works, Vol. III. page 
292. dd Philad. ed. 1804.] Again, the same writer says, the people 
have the « right of abolishing, altering' or amending this Constitution, 
at whatever time, and in WHATEVER MANNER they may 
choose," [Vol. I. page 17.] 

Hamilton, who was never suspected of ultra democratic predilec- 
tions, says : ** The fabric of the American empire ought to rest on the 
solid basis of the consent of the people. The strearns of national 
power ought to flow immediatdy from that pure, original fountain of 
all legitimate authority." ' [Federalist, No. 22.] 
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Others. ^£ut the time would fail. us to quote Mb. Rawle, and 
Judges Patterson, Iredjsli., Marsh ai.l and Story, of the U. S» 
Supreme Court, the latter of whom says expressly, that the ^Declara- 
tioD of independeDce, which contains the doctrine, is not to be re- 
garded merely as a practical fact, but <* in a legal and Constitutional 
view of the matter, by courts of justice." [Story's Commentariea, 
pp. 198, 199 ] * 

the pulpit — AS IT ONCE WAS. 

The c/encaZ expounders of "law and order" in R. Island, (who 
i)oast, by the bye, their neglect and contempt of political concern- 
ments,) may be properly reminded that their predecessors, of Revolu- 
tionary times, who devoted earnest attention to civil matters, h^ld 
exactly opposite views, and confronted the British and high tory di- 
vines of the day, (the Waylands and Vintons and Tuckers of their 
times,) with the assertion of the same doctrines just quoted from our 
chief jurists and statesmen. They led the way, indeed, in shaping 
and promulgating the very doctrines no\V contended for by the Con* 
stitutionalists of 'Rhode Island, and on account of which they are pro- 
scribed as disorganizers. 

President Stiles, of Yale College, wrote a book in defense pf the 
people's Judges, by whom Charles L was deposed and sentenced to 
death ; and abundantly maintains the doctrines against which Presi- 
dent 'Wayland contends. 

Dr. Emmons, though a Federalist of the old school, and jealous qf 
the ultra democratic writers, both French and American, very dei^rly* 
assorts the doctrine now in dispute : > 

*'The highest, as well as the lowest civil rulers, under the gospel 
dispensation, derive all their authority from their fellow men, and not 
from God, [i. e. not by direct appointment,] and therefore those who 
gave them authority, may take it away^ and refuse to obey them, when 
they make laws which are unscriptural, unjust, oppressive and ty* 
rannicaL" [Emmpns' ^^ermoi^i Vol. V. p. 439.] Of course, the 
people, must judge^for themselves. 

In a sermon on « Obedience to Magistrates," under the administra. 
tion of the elder Adams, of whom he was a zealous supporter, Dr^ 
Emmons, nevertheless, carefully'disclaim^ the doctrine now held by 
the Char terists of R. Island. He says : — 

^'Volumes have been written in favor of passive obedience and 
non-resistance* to the higher powers, and volumes have been written 
in opposition Ui.ihis absurd and detestable doctrine.^* [Vol. II. p. 140.] 

- — i 1 — . _.^ 

* This term was then used to designate — n^t the doctrine of the duakers, nor 

the doctrine of Anti-Civil-Governmenl — but the doctrine of the high tory party 

in England, who held the divine right of kings — or of existing governments, and 

denounced anathemas against popular sovereignty, sis Lbe^C^arteristsof Rhode 

:Jsla^nd now do. 
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OTHER AUTHORITIES. 

Madison. After the Constitution of the United States had been 
framed and adopted, an objection, it seems, was raised, *' in respect to 
the -potoers of the Convention.'* "It is asked," says Mr. Madisoi^ 
" by what authority this bold and radiccd innovation was undertaken.^ 
And Mr. Madison devotes a paper to the question « whether the Coni. 
vention were authorized to frame" it. No writer on the Constitu- 
tion, and on American Constitutional law, is regarded as higher au^ 
thority than Mr. Madison. Let us hear him : 

" They [the members of the Convention] must have reflected that 
in all great changes of established governments, forms ought to give 
way to the substance ; that a rigid adherence, in such cases, to the 
former, would render nominal and nugatory the transcendent and pre* 
dons right of the people to abolish or alter this government, as to 
them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness. 
Since it is impossible for the people spontaneously and universally to 
move in concert towards their object ; and it is THEREFORE ES* 
SENTIAL that such changes be instituted by some INFORM A (4 
and UNAUTHORIZED propositions, made by some patriotic CITI- 
ZEN, or NUMBER of citizens. They must have recollected that 
it was by this irregular and assumed privilege of proposing to the 
people plans for their safety and happiness, that the States were first 
united against the danger with which they were threatened by their 
ancient government ; that Committees and Congresses for concen- 
trating their efforts, and defending their rights, and that Conventions 
were elected in the several States for establishing the Constitutions 
under which they are now governed. Nor could it have been forgot, 
ten, that no ill iime^ scruples, no zeal for adhering to ordinary forms,. 
were any where seen, except in tJiose who unshed to indulge, under 
these masks, their secret enmity to the substance contended for J* * * 
'* They must have borne in mind, that as the plan to be framed and 
proposed, was to be submitted to the people themselves, the disappro* 
bation of this supreme authority would destroy it for ever ; its ap» 
probation blot out all antecedent errors and irregulari-^ 
TIES." [Federalist, No. 40.] 

If Mr. Madison had been writing a Review of ** Dr. Wayland's 
Discourse on the Affairs of Rhode Island," he could not have hit the 
mark with greater precision. 

But perhaps the Doctor and his friends would prefer quotations from 
some modern statesman, one whose views of <' law ana order" in R« 
Island, are more in accordance with their own* We will accommo- 
date them, with pleasure. 

Henry Clay, in his late speech at Lexington, Ky., touched upoo 

Rhode Island affairs, and expressed great sympathy with the Charter- 

ists, and horror at the attempts of the Constitutionalists. Yet we will 

> pTQve from this speech of Mr. Clay, that the Constitution of Rhode 
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Island was regularly and lawfully framed and adopted ; that it is as 
valid and binding as any Constitution in the United States. 

Mr* Clay concedes that the Rhode Island Constitution *' being sub* 
mitted to the People, an apparent majority voted for it." And, instead 
of stopping to question the count, he contends that ^ the major parf^ 
roust not be permitted to govern ! Why ? Because it was contrary 
to ** precedent ?" No ! He admitted that it was according to ** pre* 
cedent !" Was it because it was in violation of Constitutional law 7 
This he does not pretend ! Why then ? Because the example, at the 
South, would tend to abolish slavery ! 

Yet Mr. Clay undisrstands that the Constitution of R. Island was 
as regularly adopted as that of Michigan. This he admits, as well 
he may, for no leave was asked from Congress, or from any other 
body, by the people of Michigan, and they transacted the businesa 
less carefully and regularly than was done in Rhode Island. But then 
the people of Michigan should have known better than to assert pop^ 
alar sovereignty, at the hazard of the « peculiar institution." And 
Conf^ress should have known better than to have permitted the prece- 
dent ! Hear Mr. Clay : 

M I do not deny that their population and condition, (in Michigan) 
eiltitled them to admission ; but I insist that it should have been done 
in the regular and established mode." 

And again, — << Did not the rebellion in Rhode Island find for its 
support, A PBECEDEVT, established by the majority in congress in 
the irreeular admission of Territories as States, into the Union to 
which I have heretofore alluded V 

Yes ! Mr. Clay ! Doubtless it did, if you call « the movements of 
the Dorr party** — the Constitutionalists — a «* rebellion." And since 
Congress has admitted Michigan, and thus conceded its Constitution 
to stand on the same legal footing with that of all the other States, it 
follows that neither Henry Clay, nor the Charterists of Rhode Island^ 
nor President Tyler can wage war against the Rhode Island Consti. 
tntion, without waging war with all the State Constitutions in the 
Union ! This by Mr. Clay's own showing ; and the supporters of 
•'peculiar institutions" — Northern and Southern — would do well to 
count the cost, before they proceed much further. 

Senator Buchanan, another modern statesman, never suspected 
of sympathy, either with Gov. Dorr or other "incendiary fanatics,'* 
advocated in the Senate, the claims of Michigan for admission. In 
doing this, he vindicated the Michigan Constitution by just such ar- 
gument? as those by which Mr. Madison defended the Constitution of 
the United States — the same. used lately, by Mr. Cowell, in defending 
the Constitution of Rhode Island — an act, for which, by the bye, we 
understand, he was threatened with prosecution for treason, and has 
left the State, to escape arrest, by the Charterists ! 

Our witnesses, then, to the validity of the Rhode Island Constitu- 
tion, (if any of our American Constitutions are valid,) are these, viz. 
the Declaration of Independence, the Constitutions of the United 
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States, and of all the several States, with their Bills of Rights, as ex« 
pounded by Washington, Wilson, Hamilton^ Madison, Rawle, Patter- 
son, Iredell, Marshall, Story ; in accordance with the ethics of the 
American divines of the Revolutionary age ; Stiles, Emmonsr, and 
their cotemporaries. Among the moderns, Clay, Buchanan, and the 
** majority of Congress" that admitted Michigan. 

If these witnesses are trust- worthy, then those, if there are such in 
Rhode Island, who forcibly resist the authorities of that State, under 
the Constitution of December, 1841, are insurgents, and revolution- 
ists, legally as well as rporally, at open war with the '' basis of all our 
political systems.'^ Whether such facts have occurred, and if so, what 
shape they have assumed, will appear as we proceed. But it is im« 
portant, in the mean time, to carry along with us, a remembrance of 
the great principles of American Constitutional taw, just exhibitedf 
and to remember that, not only as a historical fact, but also '< in a le- 
gal and Constitutional view of the inatter by courts of justice" — (ae« 
cording to Judge Story) the Declaration of Independence has estab* 
lished these principles of *< law and order" in the 'place of those that 
prevailed under the British Crown, and which may be claimed under 
the << Charters." . Much as the Waylands of Rhode Island may re* 
gret the fact of the change, it has nevertheless taken place, and the 
fact is a legal fact. The '* powers that be" — in this country, accord* 
ing to their ovm use of the phrase, are the sovereign People— -the oatb 
to support the Constitution of the United States, is an oath to support 
that sovereignty — so that, by their own principles^ their State officers 
can not rebel against the Constitution of Rhode Island, without a vi». 
lation of their oaths — and (according to thehr expositions of Panl 
and of Peter,) bringing down their own anathemas upon their own* 
heads. So that they must change their principles before they ca» 
justify their practice. 

" THE LTTST OF OFFIOb"— " THE BA6B OF POLITICAL AjUSITIOlC,'' 3 

WayUmd. 

There was a session of the old Charter Assembly hi March 1842. 
It contained some members who were in favor of a' fr^ gbVemmenty 
and they exerted themselves to bring the Assembly to fkdopt just mea- 
sures. The Assembly were reminded that the popular will had been 
twice expressed — once in favor of the free suffrage Constitution,- and 
again in the rejection of the Constitution prepared by the <' freemen's"^ 
Convention, under their authority. With the hope of terminiiting 
the unhappy dissensions of the State, and averting the efeilaioiities of 
a civil war, the following propositions, through these liberal memberSf 
were distinctly and successively made, and each, in turn^ promptly 
and contemptuously rejected ; vis£ : 

1. A Bill was introduced, to conform the general election to the 
provisions of the adopted Constitution. By pfeusing this* Bill, tfare 
Assembly could have given all the sanction of their n^fal authority 
(if that were the thing wanting) to make the Pieople's Constitution 
orderly and valid. BiU the BiU was reacted. 
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2. Another BiU was then introduced to submit the People's Con. 
stitution, that had already been once adopted, to the test of a neto or- 
deal by the people, so that the town meetings should be held, and the 
cbunts and returns made, under direction of the Charter Assembly, 
atKt fts «* authorized" and " duly qualified officers." This would ob- 
viate all the difficulty alledged to have arisen from the declaration of 
**a majority ascertained by no forms of law." ' And to make the Bill 
more acceptable to the Assembly, it was provided that the eonstituen* 
cy to be called upon to vote on the adoption of this Constitution, 
sboald be the same who would have been qualified to vote under the 
rejected Constitution of the freeholders. This would meet the eur. 
rent objection that the People's Constitution had been adopted by the 
votes of aliens, who had not been, for a proper time, resident in- the 
State. But this BiU, too, vxis rejected t 

The adoption of either of the preceding Bills would hftve tcrmi.^ 
nated the controversy, and in a manner sufficiently courteous, one 
would think, to the ruling minority dynasty, under the Charter. But 
both attempts failed. Other expedients were nevertheless tried. 

d« A proposition was made for an extension of the suffrage by Act 
of Assembly. This was asking^ them to exercise the very power over 
the suffrage that they held by the Charter, and without refinquishing 
that power. In complying with it, they would still have preserved 
thetr Charter authority over the whole subject. Whether this would 
have satisfied the people or no, they could have tried the experiment. 
And they could have given some evidence of the sincerity of their 
professions of willingness that the franchise should be extended, if it 
could only be done in the proper manner,* and by competent author^ 
ity. — But th€ proposition was repulsed ! One more proposition re- 
mained, viz ; 

4. At the adjourned meeting of the same Charter Assembly in. 
April, a proposal was made to call another Convention, whose dele- 
gates should be chosen by a constituency only a little larger than 
that which existed under the old laws. But in vain! Not one single 
movement would they make in favor of the disfranchised. 

iHow and why was all this ? Why refuse now, what would seem, 
at. first glance, to be a smaller concession to popular freedom than 
was accorded in the rejected Constitution of the landholders ? 

The answer is at, hand. Tliey had so adroitly adjusted the detaiU 
of that Constitution^ (as already shown,) that the apparent extension 
of the sufirage would avail the people nothing, but to bind their fetters 
the closer. It did not give them the independent power of the ballot- 
box, nor destroy the caste of the freeholders, nor secure the benefits of 
trial by jury, nor properly limit the power of the legislature, nor 
provide for the extension of the sufiTrage, by a popular vote, to the co. 
lored people, nor terminate the sure reign of the aristocratic minority; 
but on the other hand^ it would have confirmed and perpetuated all 
these abuses by a vote of the people, putting all future amendments of 
the Constitution out of their hands, and placing it in the power of the 
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f1riinorit3\ If the people would have accepted the 8ufri*age as a fran- 
chise, as a privilege, and on these prescribed terms, they might have 
had it. fiut this they had refused, and therefore the Assembly would 
now grant them nothing at all — nor concede an inch, to prevent a 
popular commotion ! 

^ORBEABANCE — FACTS VERSUS PREfENSIONS; 

Now mark ! It was not until all these pacific overtures had been 
made and rejected, that the people went forward under their Consti- 
tution, adopted in December, and elected their State officers, with 
Gov. Dorr at their head, on Monday, April 18th, 1842. They wait- 
ed, in the hope that something wouM be conceded by the minority. 

What a comment have we here, in these naked facts, upon the pre- 
tense lately made, that every body almost, in R. Island, including the 
members* of the Charter Government, were ready, allalong, to extend 
the franchise, and that they only objected to its being done, in an ir- 
regular, unlawful and unauthorized manner ! How remarkably did 
they fulfil the prophecy (so to speak) of President Madison, when he 
said, (as already quoted,) thiat " no ill-timed scruples, no zeal for ad- 
hering to ordinary forms, were any where seen, except in those who 
wished to indulge, under these masks, their secret enmity to the sub- 

STATVCE CONTE:ffDED FOr" ! 

Turn we now to the Letter of Mr. A. C. Barstow, in the Emanci- 
cipator of June 9th, and hear him gravely affirm — " The question at 
issue here is, not whether we shall have a written Constitution — an 
extension of suffrage— or an equalized representation. The question 
is as to the manner in which these blessings shall be secured — a largo 
majority of all parties beibg in favor of the things theniselves." And 
again, in the same paper of .July 2l8t, hear him say : — « After the 
prayer of their petition to th^ Legislature was answered," [when 7 
how X\ "t|ie Suffrage Association, as though bent on mischief, deter- 
mined to dteal a march on the legal authorities, called a Convention 
themselves." Thus charging on them a disposition to quarrel witli 
the Charter Government, though it was ready to answer and to grant 
in a proper manner, all their reasonable requests ! What do^peoplo 
mean by such representations ? 

If Mr. Barstow means to affirm, on the strength of the December 
vote, adopting the People's Constitution, that a large majority of tho 
people, of all parties, are in favor of those objects, let him say so, and 
admit too, that they are in favor of the manner in which it was done. 
Let hira guess, if he can, (since his powers seem adapted to that ser- 
vice,) what other mode or manner of securing th^ir rights, peacefully, 
this majority could have adopted^ with any prospect of success. But 
we resume the narrative. 

TH& " ALGERINE LAW." 

Though the Charter Assembly of April 1842 could take no meas. 
ures, in any direction, in favor of <• those blessings" which, as Mr. 
Barstow himself attests to us, were desired by " a largo majority of 
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all parties," they were nevertheless, at no loss to find out soAiethin^' 
connected with passing occurrences, to which they could direct their' 
legislative attention — they could transcend all the powers they hail 
ever held, even under the Charter of Charles IL — they could enact a 
law too despotic to be described by a British monarch as being ^ not. 
repugnant to the laws of this our reahn of England" — in order to pre- 
vent *< a large majority" of the sovereign people from securing ^ those 
blessings," in conformity to American Constitutional law, viz. ** in 
such MANNER as they thought proper" 

Up to November 1841, they had " always looked upon" the suf- 
frage movement as a " farce" ! They " took no notice of it," They 
thought it *< really doubtful whether any change was actually desired 
by any large number of the citizens," The " petitions never seemed 
to arise from any strong feeling, nor to assume a form that called iot 
immediate action." But notD, the Constitution prepared in Novem- 
ber had been adopted by the people, and they found it was no 
^ farce." Now^ therefore, there became, in their view, evidence of 
« strong feeling" — aye, and strong feeling, too, by •* a large nurober^of 
citizens" — 'yes ! 18,944 of them ! A "large majority of all parties/* 
as Mr. Barstow hath it. (For it was, we presume, by no other 
« forms of law," that Mr. Barstow's « large majority" was ** ascer- 
tained" !) NoWf therefore, the Charter Assembly found it compatible 
^ith its dignity to *< take notice of it." Now^ at length, the move- 
inent had " assumed a form that called for immediate action" ! And 
what action Was it ? A force-law and resolutions for the suppression 
(not the support) of the People's Constitution 1 A law prohibiting the 
holding of elections, and declaring it HIGH TREASON against the 
State, to accept any office at the hands of the people ! 

The Charter Assembly, in February, had denounced the People's 
Constitution, with the evident intention of forcing them to accept the 
landholders^ Constitution^ on the alternative of obtaining that or none. 
But the people, with this threat over them, had nevertheless rejected 
it. And now it was declared treason to accept an office under the 
l^eople's. A more palpable and direct denial of the people's sove- 
reignty can not be imagined. 

CONSTITUTIONAL 60VEBIOIENT ORGANIZED. — GOV. DOBR< 

And now, in the month of April, 1842, under this interdict of trea- 
son from the minority, (who were closely approaching to treasonable 
action themselves, unless popular sovereignty be ** a farce,") the ma- 
jority procoeded to the business of the State election. Was it a 
marvel that under such an interdict from the party in powei^, that 
many of the suffrage men were overawed — that they absented them- 
selves from the polls — that numbers who had been prominent among 
them declined standing as candidates for office, and especially for the 
office of Governor ? And what a comment have we here upon the 
pretense that the diminished vote, at this election^ discredits the ma- 
jority adoption of the People's Constitution in December ! And that 
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4oo, when the April vote of the Constitutionalists, even in these cir. 
cumstances and without an opposing candidate, was nearly 1,600 
more than the vote for the Charter Governor ! What can match the 
effrontery of men who can first hold the halter and the prison before 
the people, in terrorem^ and then claim the diminished vote as an evi- 
dence of their free and deliberate abandonment of their cause* — evif 
dence of their minority, too, when they show a majority of nearly 
1,600 over their opponents ! What reliance can the community 
place upon the representations of such men ? 

The Constitutional Government was regularly and peaceably or* 
ganized, by the election of State officers, in April 1842. As no op* 
posing candvdates were set up, there can be no doubt of the legality of 
their election. The Governor elected was Thomas W. Dorr, Esq., 
son of Sullivan Dorr, who is recognized as one of the substantial in« 
habitants of that city — a gentleman of high respectability and of 
wealth, and altogether loyal, even at the present time, to the Old 
Charter authorities of the State. Young Mr. Dorr was a popular 
member of the State Legislature at the time of the attempts made by 
Mr, Hazard and others, in 1835-6, to procure legal enactments 
against abolitionists, in accordance with the Southern demands. 
Quite unexpectedly to many of his friends, and much to the annoy, 
ance and disgust of some of them, Mr. Dorr threw himself suddenly 
and with great power and effect, into the opening breach, on that 
memorable occasion. With a clearness of argument and force of 
eloquence seldom exceeded, and aided by George Curtis, Esq. another 
member from Providence, he succeeded in holding the Hazard party 
in check, and in £nally xlefeating their plans. 

For this disorganizing and almost ireasonable axst, as it was deem- 
ed, Mr. Dorr received, of course, Ihe customary measure of aristo* 
cratic abuse. He had disgraced his high parentage and his kin. 
He had betrayed the high trust of city interests, committed to his 
charge. Thenceforward, he was an ultra — a radical — an incendiary 
— a leveler — an agrarian, — in the cant vocabulary of the day» 
Thenceforward he was a << marked man." 

The manly independence of his course, it is true, at a time when 
most of his supporters were exceedingly mad against the abolitionists^ ' 
could scarcely fail to command the respect even of his more intelligent 
opponents ; and the brilliancy of his talents, the respectability of bis 
connections, and his rising political influence, held at bay, for the mo* 
ment, very many who have greedily availed themselves, since, of the 
first convenient opportunity to vent upon him their long cherished 
spite. 

Mr. Dorr committed another legislative offense against the monie^ 
aristocracy, about the same time, for which he has never been forgives. 
He succeeded, to their great chagrin, in procuring a repeal of thai 
unequal law by which the Banks were enabled to push the sunHnary 
collection of their debts, by a proces? which other creditors could not 
use, and which enabled them to fleece a debtor before he could either 
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extricate himself by obtaining relief elsewheiis, or take measures for 
dividing equitably, among the creditors, his effects. This was a ^ pt£- 
lage amt plunder** deserving retribution at their hands ; and, accord- 
ingly, no Bank cashier, teller, or clerk, whatever might be his own 
private views, could retain his station, if he lent any countenance to 
the ** agrarian disorganizer, Dorr" ! 

To all these offenses, Mr. Dorr had added, at an early day, the crime 
of becoming a member. of the Executive Committee of the Rhode 
Island State Anti-Slavery Society, and notwithstanding the insiniuu 
lions of Mr. Barstow, we have occasion to know that among the ear- 
liest and most tried and consistent friends of the cause in Rhode Jm* 
land, Mr. i)orr is still regarded as having been at least on a par with 
his associates in devotion and fidelity to the cause. That he or they 
were, in all respects, consistent, in the election of 1840, is more than 
we are able to affirm. 

It was not unnatural that such a man should be an early and un- 
compromising advocate of the free suffrage movement in R. Island, 
scouted and derided as it has been, equally with the Anti-Slayery 
cause, by the leading politicians of the State, and considered as a 
«< farce" undeserving legislative << notice," up to the hour that the eri. 
<lence of •♦ strong feeling" in its favor had proved it to be •* treason." 
Great efforts have therefore been made to create the impression that 
Mr. Dorr was the ambitious and aspiring agitator of the whole move- 
laent, and that he was bent on placing himself, at all events and at all 
hazards of the public peace, in the gubernatorial chair of Rhode Is. 
land. We have the best authority for saying that « nothing could be^ 
luore untrue. He was never talked of for Governor, until several 
others declined, and then reluctantly allowed his name to be used. 
Perhaps," continues our informant, *^ there is not a man in the city- 
whose moral character would stand the test as his has, and he hns 
shown himself to be a man of superior abilities. I think God is pre* 
paring him to act no unimportant part in the world. You can hardly 
imagine what mortal hatred exists against him. It is said there are 
many who would shoot him if they had a chance." 

That the Chief Magistracy of Rhode Island should be counted so 
high a prize by a man of the talents and standing in society of Mr* 
Dorr, that he should be willing to run the risk of private assassina- 
;tion or of public conviction for high treason, to obtain it, and amid 
scenes of carnage, seems a little paradoxical ; especially when a little 
compliance and compromise of the people's rights, on his part, would 
secure the favor of the aristocracy, who would be ready to reward 
him with any office in their power. Yet, no less a man than Presi- 
dent Wayland could pen the sentence that follows — '^ So dire is the 
lust of office, so blind the rage of political ambition, that I fear there 
are men among us who look at nothing as crime which will put them 
at the head of the strongest." Had he said this of Samuel W. King, 
the Governor of the Charter Minority, a man enlisted in such a cause 
;iashis, aind urging it at theexpeiise of the first principles. of Americ^a 
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ConstitatioDal law — "the basis" (as Washington affirmed) "of our 
political systems," there might have been something niore intelligible 
in the statement. As it is, we can only conclude that the President of 
Brown University considers a contest for man's inalienable rights too 
great a " farce" to elicit any « strong feeling," or to prOTnpt to any 
hazardous service — and that " the lust of office" is the only motive 
that could be a sufficient cause of such an effect. It is to be lamented 
greatly that his associations should have been such as to have given- 
him no conceptions of the possibility of a higher motive of political 
action in times that try men's souls. 

The great merits of the controversy, we know, are not to be tested 
by minor circumstances like these. But since, (to give another direc- 
tion to the words of President Wayland) ♦* the movement" [of tho 
Charterists] " has been fostered and sustained by a series of most asu 
tonishing falsehoods" — it is but a necessary act of justice that the: 
particulars should be known. 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL ASSEMBLY. 

The State Officers and Legislature, under the Constitution, having- 
been chosen by the people, the first session was held at Providence,, 
and the Message of Gov. Dorr wds delivered, the 3d of May. The 
document is before us, and it is one which would do honor to any State 
in the Union. Nothing of the kind, or comparable with it for states- 
manship and dignity has ever before emanated from a Governor ol 
Rhode Island. (Seldom indeed, if ever, has any thing deserving the 
name or taking the form of a Message been communicated on the 
opening of their sessions.) It recapitulates the past and recent his- 
tory of the State with great perspicuity, and argues the great princi^ 
pies involved with much force and clearness. Its decorous andcour. 
teous bearinff towards the Old Charter Governor, the minority As- 
sembly and the opposers of the Constitution, by whom he was wrong* 
fully charged with high treason, while they were the insurgents 
against Constitutional ^* law and order" themselves, will for ever re- 
main an imperishable monument of his magnanimity, contrasting, as 
it does, with the low vituperation and abuse, with which he was con> 
stantly assailed. The Providence Journal of Majr 5th is so stupid as 
to deride it, and (fortunately for posterity) describes it as << nothing 
but a patchwork of his own speeches and the articles in the New Age 
on the Sovereignty of the People" — "in the regular style of the Town 
House orators" — the " speeches of Mr. Parmenter,'* dec. dec. The 
future readers of the Message will therefore have the benefit of the 
.Journal's testimony that the so-called " agrarian" and " disorganize 
ing" meetings and speeches alluded to, were of the same character as 
the Message of Gov. Dorr, of which they can judge for themselves. 

As the State House was held and guarded by the adherents of the 

Old Charter, the People's Legislature peacefully met in a large build- 

ing commonly occupied as a foundry, and the circumstance furnished 

:judditio;ial matter of derision in the prints of the aristocracy, with 
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whom the apparent connection between mechanical labor and leglv* 
lation became fresh proof that popular sovereignty was *' farce" and 
«* treason" combined ! Legislation in a ** foundry T' What further 
witness did they need, that Dorr was a traitor, that his adherents 
were >« a low rabble" — the " fag end of society"* — seeking " a divi- 
sion of property"— ready to ** seize upon the government, and sob^ 
ject the city to pillage and plunder"! — impelled by the <vlu8t of 
office" to places of power, through scenes of carnage — that ** jdifiK>r- 
ganizatipn" was their object, << anarchy" their creed, and their watcb^ 
word " revenge !" 

But what proof did Gov. Dorr, and the People's Legislature, exhi- 
htt, of these tendencies ? Werejthey found in the following ? 

EXTRACTS FROM GOV. DORR's MESSAGE. 

." Your attention will be required to the force law and Resolution3 
recently adopted by the General Assembly, for the suppression of the 
Constitution. Laws like these, which violate, in some of their pro- 
yisiions, the well known privileges enjoyed by the subjects of the Brit- 
ish Monarchy, could hardly find favor in the land of Roger Williams. 
These enactments Have been regarded by the considerate men amoQfi^ 
our opponents as most impolitic and unjust, and by the people as nujl 
and void, because conflicting with the paramount provisions of the 
Constitution. — Military preparations have been made by direction ojf 
the Assembly, and the people have been consequently put on the de- 
fensive. But this is not the ago nor the country, in which the will of 
the people can be overawed or defeated by measures like these," * 

^r ^ ^r T* V ^F 

' « We are assembled in pursuance of the Constitution, and under a 
sacr^ obligation to carry its provisions into effect. Knowing the 
epirUi which you have manifested throughout this exciting controver. 
sy, the moderate but detemined course which you have pursued, your 
love of order, and respect for all Constitutional laws, and for the 
rights of all other persons, while engaged in the acquisition of your 
own, I hardly need remind you of your duty to cast behind you all in- 
juries and provocations, and leave them to the retributive justice of 
public opinion, which will ultimately appreciate every sincere sacri. 
(ice to .the cause of truth, of freedom, and of humanity, Entertaii^. 
ing.tbe <leep and earnest consideration that we are engaged in such a 
cause,, and conscious of our own imperfections, let us implore the fa- 
vor of that GjiAcious Providence which guided the sf£ps of our an- 
cextors, upon this our attempt to restore and permanently secure the 
blessings of that well ordered and rational freedom here established by. 
the patriotic founders of our State. 

"The provisions of the Constitution relating to the security of 
the right of sufirage against fraud, and to the registration of voters, 
will require your iinmediatc action. The State demands of its gov. 
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ernment an Economical administt'ation of affairs, and will justly com- 
plain of any increase of its expenses^ at the present period. 

** 1 can not more appropriately conclude tliis communication than 
in the words of the Constitutiob, which declares that no favor or dis- 
favor ought to be shown toward any man, or party, or society, cf re- 
ligious denomination^ The laws should be made, not for the good of 
the few, but of the niany, and the burdens of the State ought td be 
fairly distributed among its citizens," 

Thomas W. Doftit; 

pROviDfeNCE, R. I. May 3, 1842. 

Our readers, we can assure fhem, are now in possesion of a fair' 
specimen of the tone and temper of the Message. If. these extracts 
are not inflammatory, disorganizing, incendiary, and treasonable, the 
Message contains nothing that can be justly obnoxious to those 
charges. 

THE CONTRAST — PROSPECT^ OP " PILLAGE !" 

Let it be borne in mind, now, that this Message was delivered by 
Gov. Dorr, under the full and well grounded conviction that he was 
the legally elected Governor of the State, under a Constitution regu- 
larly framed and adopted by a great majority of the people, who, un. 
til now, had been wickedly deprived of their just rights, that the en- > 
tire movement on their part and his own, had been an orderly and 
peaceful restoration of those rights — that the action of the old Char- 
ter«Assembly was legally and Constitutionally as well as morally null 
and void — that they were a minority of insurgents against the State, 
who had under tajien td put down the People's Constitution and the 
lawful Government by intimidation and force, and thus perpetuate 
their despotic usurpation and the abuses which, up to their April ses- 
sion, they had stubbornly refused either to remove or to abate-- — that 
he, himself, was the special object of their vindictive hate, that he 
was at that moment, under their ^*easonable interdict of treason, for 
no crime or fault but his fidelity to liberty, human rights, the sove- 
reignty of the people, and the fundamental principles and time hon- 
ored maxims of American Constitutional << law and order," as repeat, 
edly expounded by the Washingtons, the Jefiersous, the Madisons, 
and all the principal jurists and statesmen of the republic, and as es- 
sentially acted out in the adoption of all our National and State Con- 
stitutions, particularly in the case of Michigan, so recently sanction* 
ed by our Congress and President-^let all these considerations be 
borne in mind, and then contrast the Message of Gov. Dorr with the 
language and the actions of his opponents* 

Instead of recommepding a retaliatory proclamation and intesdict of 
treason, he simply recommends a repeal, by the legitimate authorities, 
of their unauthorized and unjust legislation, a measure rendered De« 
cessary by the fact that under the recently adopted Constitution, all 
the laws of the Old Charter Assembly remained in force until regu- 
larly repealed by the Constitutional Assembly — (another comment, 
by the bye, upon the allcdgcd revolutionary, and disorganizing^ and 
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reckless '< movements of the Dorr party.") Instead of exciting to 
venge and pillage, he exhorts the people to ** cast behind them all in- 
juries and provocations." So far from arrogating to himself and his 
party the attributes of infallibility and exclusive right to govern— ^in- 
»tead of branding his opponents with opprobrious epithets, instead of 
deriding them as ** the fag end of society," and charginji[ them with 
incendiary designs, he speaks of himself and his associates as ^ con* 
scious of their own imperfections." Instead of ** urging men to pil- 
lage and murder" — instead of hinting at " a division of property**— 
as President Wayland would lead us to infer the leaders of the party 
' had done, we have a citation, from the Constitution, of the maxims of 
rigid impartiatity, equal legislation, laws for the good of the many, 
not the few, irrespective of sect, association or party — and a fair dis- 
tribution of the State burdens among the citizens. 

WHAT THE ARISTOCRACY MEAN BY " PLUNDER." 

Are these the exhortations and maxims, which, when they fall on 
the ears of a hitherto privileged caste, with whom the monopoly of 
power has come to be regarded as a sacred and inviolable vested 
right, remind them instantly of " pillage and plunder" — a " division 
of property," and " the overthrow of the lawful government ?" 

So it would seem! For the Editor of the Providence Journal is 
horrified at Gov. Dorr's Message. He sees in it nothing but a harsh 
and grating repetition of the current treason — a new edition qf 
•« Town House speeches," and of the lectures of " Mr. Parmenthr.** 
And we know that, in Rhode Island, those speeches and lectures are 
currently represented as being of the same character described in the 
above extracts from President Wayland. Thte very words he uses 
are those bandied about the city, as descriptive of those meetings. 
And it has been well remarked of Wayland's Discourse, that its facts 
and principles, its arguments, and even its phrases, are evidently ' 
taken, at random, from the parlors of his city patrons and friends. ' 

PROOFS OF "pillage" AND "INFIDELITY." 

But perhaps it may be asked whether there was not some radical 
defect or startling heresy in the Constitution which had been 

adopted, and which justified the charge of " pillage and plunder** 

" division of property" — leveling — agrarianism — atheism — infidelity 
— anarchy — insecurity of rights — contempt of " venerable laws and 
usages,"* &c. &c. of which such loud outcry, from the pulpit and the 
press, has been sent forth, over the land. Let us examine. For the 
sake of convenience, in comparing, we will place the paragraphs, (so 
far as we can find them,) recognizing the Divine Government, the 
binding authority of the Divine will, the inalienable tenure of hunian 
rights, including the rights of property, dec. side by side, and see how 
they compare. 



♦ Vide Dr. Tucker's Discourse, p. 14. 
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TH3 SUFFRAGE CON'STITUTION, 

Adopted, Dec. IS41. 

Preamble. " We the people of the 
State of Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantations, grateful to ALMiQHi^ God, 
for his blessing vouchsafed to the * live- 
ly experiment* of religious and politi- 
cal freedom * held forth' bv our mner- 
ated ancestors, and earnestly imploring 
the favor of ms CRicioos Providence 
toward this our attempt to secure, upon 
4 perrnaneut Joimdation^ the advantages 
of well-ordered and rational liberty, and 
to enlarge and transmit to our successors 
the inheritance that we have received,, 
dp ordain and establish the following 
Constitution, for the government of the 
State." 

" Article T. Declaration of prvnci- 
pUs and rights, 

t . ^' In the spirit and words of Roger 
Williams, the illustrious founder of 
this State, and of his venerated associ- 
ates, we declare ' that this government 
shall be a democracy,' or government of 
the people,' by the 'major consent of the 
same,^ *«only in (Jivil things.' The will 
of the people shall be expressed by rep- 
resentatives freely chosen, and retnm- 
jng at fixed periods to their constitu- 
ents. This State shall be, and for ever 
remain, as in the design of its founder, 
sacred to ' soul ltbbrtv,' to the rights of 
conscience, to freedom of thoug:ht, bf 
expression, and action, as hereinafter 
set forth and secured/' 



2. "All men are created free and 
equal, and are endowed by their Crea- 
tor with certain natural, inherent, and 
inalienable rights, among which are 
life, liberty, the acqwisUion of property^ 
and the pursuit of happiness. Govern- 
ment can not create or bestow these 
rights, which are the gift of God, but it 
is instituted for the stronger and surer 
defense of the same, that men may-safe- 
ly eiyoy the rights of life and liberty, 
and securely possess and transmit prop - 
erly^ and, so far as laws avail, may be 
successful in the pursuit of happines;;." 

[Unusual, if not unprecedented care 
is here taken to specify the ^^acquisi- 
tion** the possession^ and the transviis- 
sion (Si property y as among the inviola- 

6 



THE landholder's CONSTITUTION, 

Rejected, March 1&42) 

Preamble. " We the people of the 
State of Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantations, do ordain and establish 
this Constitution, for the government 
thereof." 

[Significant brevity! 

Here is no recognition of God, no 
gratitude expressed for the blessing^ of 
religious and political freedom — no 
supplication of divine favor on the pre- 
sent undertaking, nor on the future des- 
tinies of the State ] 



"Article I. Declaration of certain 
constitutional rights and principles. In 
order eflfeciually to secure the religious 
and political freedomestablished here by 
ourveneratellkncestors,and to preserve 
the same to their posterity ^vre do declare, 
that the inherent, esseniigj and unques- 
tionable rights and principles hereinaf- 
ter mentioned, among others^ shall be 
established, maintained' and preserved, 
and shall be of paramount obligation, in 
all legislative, judicial and executive 
proceedings." 

[Na mention of" Roarer Williams" » 
nor of a " democracy" — nor of " gov- 
ernment of the people"— nor " major 
consent"~nor of "soul liberty." "Cer- 
tain constitutional rights" are to be enu- 
merated, and they are to be secured to 
^Hhe posterity" of " our venerated aw 
cestors" ! The " posterity" of other peo- 
ple are not mentioned ! J , 

[In the landholders' Constitution, we 
have been unable to diiscover any re* 
cognition of the inhereht, inalienable, 
God-given rights of man, or any thinj; 
that looks like it, unless it be what is 
copied above ! There is nothing which 
recosrnizes those rights as " the gift of 
God"—SinS in strict consistency with 
this, there is nothing denying the right 
of civil government to take them away I 
—nothing afiirming that the rights ot 
properly, or any other human rights, 
have any higher origin than the per- 
mission of government ! And so the 
boasted conservators of " property" — it 
would seem, aller all — could find no 
place, in their Constitution, to recog- 
nize the " natural, inherent, inalienable 
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Ue rights of men, which civil govern- 
ment can not create, or destroy, but on- 
ly protect! Strange anarchists and le- 
velers, these! Remarkable synaptoms 
of "pillage and plander!"] 



3. " All political power and sove- 
reignty are originally vested in, and, of 
right, belong to the people. All free 
governments are founded in their au- 
thority, and are established for the 

?'eatest good of the whole number. 
HE People have, therefore, an ina- 
lienable and indefeasible right, in their 
original, sovereign, and unlimited ca- 
pacity, to ordain and institute govern- 
ment, and, in the same capacity, to al- 
ter, reform, or totally change the same, 
whenever their safety or happiness re- 
quires." 

4. " No favor or disfavor ought to be 
shown in legislation, to any man, or 
party, or society, or religious denomi- 
nation. The laws should be made, not 
for the good .of the few, but of the ma- 
ny, and the burdens of the State ought 
to be fairly distributed among its citi- 
zens," 



5. " The diffusion of useful know- 
ledge and the cultivation of a sound 

MORAUTY, IN THE FEAR OF GOD, being 

of the first importance, in a Republican 
State, and indispensable to the mainten- 
ance of its liberties, it shall be the im- 
perative duty of the Legislature to pro- 
mote the establishment of free schools, 
and to assist in the support of public 
education." 



right" to the " acquisition of propertf** 
— "to securely ^055^55 and transmit pro- 
perty" ! ! ! And how could they, with- 
out a recognition of those inalienable, 
Qod-given rights, against which they 
were contending 1] 

[The landholders' Constitution con- 
tains no recognition of the sovereignty 
of the people, except what {^implied in 
the above Preamble — " We the people,*^ 
etc., and which they could not easily 
avoid using. — This accords with that 
feature of the Constitution, which al- 
most, if not wholly, puts its amendment 
out of the power of the people. And 
very plainly, a recognition of the right 
of the people to make and change their 
government, would have been a relin- 
quishment of their controversy with the 
Constitutionalists.] 

[In the landholders' Constitution we 
find nothing corresponding to the 4th 
section of the Suffrage Constitution — 
opposite.* Perhaps they thought of the 
Old Charter "party"— of "the few" 
that they intended should govern — or 
perhaps they remembered that above 
half the real estate in R, Island would 
have fallen into the hands of the Banks 
before now, had it not been for the 
principles of equality and anti-monopo- 
ly squinted at in the Suffrage Constitn- 
tion, drawn up (peradventure) by the 
•^destructive" Thomas W. Dorr, whose 
assertion of the same principles had 
shorn the Banks of th.eir exoibitant 
power.] 

" Of Education. Section 1. The 
diffusionof knowledge, as well as vra- 
TUE, among the people, being essential 
for the preservation of their rights and 
liberties, it shall be the duty of the Gen- 
eral Assembly," etc. etc. 

[Here, instead of the definite and ri- 
gid term "sound morality," which 
might squint significantly at 'te-total- 
ism,' ' moral reiorm,' and other radical 
fanaticisms of the times, we have only 
the graceful and vague term " virtue," 
to which an ancient heathen or a mod- 
ern bacchanalian would not strenuous- 
ly object — and nothing at all is said of 
" the fear of GOd," which is the " be- 
ginning of wisdom."] 



* Perhaps the clause prohibiting lo'teries will be pleaded as an exception, as 
Ihey are notoriously for the benefit of " the few, and not of the many." But this 
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A declaration of the People's Constitution concerning religious lib* 
erty is copied, almost or quite verbatim, into the landholder's Const!- 
tution, with only the omission of this very guarded and careful termi* 
nation of the People's, viz. " and that all other religious rights and 
privileges of the people of this State, as now enjoyed, shall remain in- 
violate and inviolable." This was a sufficient guaranty, one would 
think, of all the rights and privileges of the Rev, Dr. Tucker and his 
friends, who were horrified, it seems, at the prospect that, under this 
Constitution, they should become *• hewers of wood and drawers of 
water !" How it happened that the landholders omitted this guaranty 
in their Constitution, we are not informed. 

In only one place, in the landholders^ Constitution have we discov- 
ered the name of God. AncJ this is in the clause concerning religious 
liberty, as copied from the People's. It was in a position where it 
could not well be omitted — «« Whereas, Almighty God hath created the 
mind free," dtc. 

The People's Constitution provided that none but tax payers should 
vote on the question of taxation or expenditures, or hold the office of 
Mayor, Alderman, or Common Council-man in cities. This was co- 
pied, essentially, into the landholders' Constitution. 

It should be remembered that the People's Constitution was framed 
in November, and adopted by the people in December ; whereas the 
landholder*' was not framed in Convention iill February, and rejected 
by the people in March. So that the landholder's Constitution was 
drawn up and deliberated upon by those who had, no doubt, the Peo- 
ple's Constitution before them, and it is evident that the landholders 
took no small pains, both in shaping and recommending their Con- 
stitution, to make the people believe that the difference between the 
two Constitutions was trifling. The boast that they did this, is con* 
tinued to the present time. 

The diffijrences between them, as above exhibited, therefore, as well 
as in the points previously specified, were not accidental. And the 
variations were^noi made, without reasons, of some sort. 

A SUPPOSITION, 

" Indeedl says the lawyer ^ that alters the caseP 

Suppose now the case reversed. Suppose the landholders had pub- 
lished their Constitution in November, and suppose it had contained 
the same high tone of moral and religious sentiment, and the same 
careful recognition of human rights, including the rights of property 
that now characterizes the Constitution of the suffrage men. Sup- 
pose, next, that the suffrage party, with that Constitution before them, 
(and apparently adopted by 13,944 out of the 23.142 adult male citi- 
zens of Rhode Idand) had held their Convention, in February, an<l 

plea will only show more clearly the unwillingness of the landholder's Conven- 
tion to copy that feature of the People's Constitution which forbids all moDopo- 
lies and class legislation, standing, as they do, in this respect, on the same moral 
lave] with lotteries. 
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drafted a form of a Constitution, which should have differed from the 

former Constitution, just as that of the landholders now differs from 
that of the People ! Dropping (except in one place, where they could 
not well get rid of it,) the very name of the Supreme Being, expresa- 
ing to Him no gratitude for the past, imploring from Him no direction 
for the present, or protection for the future — striking out ^ the fear of 
God" from their definition of education — substituting the more in- 

..definite word virtue for the puritanical term ^^ sound mondky**'-^ 
blotting out all recognition of original human rights, and particular^ 
ly the right of acquiring, possessing, and transmitting property — and 
declining to adopt the guaranty ot ^ all other religious rights and 

, privileges of the people of the State, as now enjoyed" 

Suppose all this had been done by the suffrage men, instead of the 
Charterists ? Suppose they bad made great exertions to get their Con- 
stitution adopted, instead of the former one. Suppose too, that hay* 
ing failed in that attempt — having admitted that their Constitution 
was rejected by the People, they should have refused obedience to the . 
Government organized under the former Constitution adopted in De. 
cember by the 13,944 citizens ! Suppose they should have taken up 
arms to depose, imprison, and hang the Constitutional officers of the 
State ! 

The problem to be disposed of is — " Who would have been pro- 
nounced the infidels, the levelers, the agrarians, the disorganizers, the 
anarchists, the revolutionists, the insurrectionists, the traitors, tJien ?" 
And if the Waylands, ^nd Vintons, and Tuckers, and Barstows of R. 
Island could have pointed out facts like these, to prove the infidelity, 
and lawlessness, and felonious purposes of *< pillage and plunder" 
which they now charge so freely on their opponents, would they not 
be placed before the American public in a much more favorable atti- 
tude to sustain their allegations, than they are at present ? 

A QUESTION OR TWO MORE. 

How is it that our Watchmen on the walls of Zion, are so slow of 
vision to discern the signs of infidelity and lawlessness* trAere they are^ 
and so sharp sighted to discover them where they are not ? Does a 
gift blind the eyes of the wise ? Or shall we set it down as an axiom 
not to be questioned, that, in these latter days, unlike all the ages that 
have preceded it, the « poor of this world" who were once chosen to 
be << rich in faith," and the <' common people" who were wont to hear 
the truth gladly, have, all at once, become the ordy rebels against that 
/just and equitable << law and order" which they themselves most need, 
to protect them from the powerful ? While the mighty, the rich, and 
the noble, the very classes whose robberies, and whose depredations 
upon the <* rights of the poor of the people" compelled Moses and the 
prophets, Nehemiah and the reformers, Jesus Christ and his Apostles, 
to confront them with their statutes, their rebukes, their popular agi, 
. tations,* and their terrible anathemas, j* have become, (with all the 

,-♦ Nehemiah v. 17. t Matt, xxiii. and James v. 
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■sharacteristics which render it (dmost impossihle for them to enter in- 
to the kingdom of heaven,*) the only persons capable of understand* 
ing and wielding civil government, and incapable of injustice or op- 
pression — to oppose whom, is treason and disorganization, of course ? 

GATHERINGS OF THE PEOPLE. THE PROVIDENCE PROCESSION* 

Will it be said that there had been any popular tumults and commo> 
tions that had indicated a propensity to ** pillage and plunder V* The 
people, as already stated, has assembled in large masses. When as- 
sembled, had they committed the slightest depredation upon the pro- 
perty, or violence or outrage upon the persons of their fellow-citizens? 
Had this been the case, we should hardly expect to hear President 
Wayland expressing his impressions that they were not moved by ^any 
strong feeling "! That immense Mass Convention, held in Providence^ 
April 17th, 1841, that marched through the streets in the presence oT 
the astonished merchants and literati of « the metropolis -^the longest 
procession — the mightiest gathering — aye, and the most quiet and or- 
derly one, too, — the least tinctured with signs of intemperance or 
marks of uproarous levity or senseless display, that was ever witnes- 
sed in Rhode Island — what was it, we demand ? And what was titers 
about it that appeared like a disposition to commit outrages — to sub- 
ject the citizens to pillage? Of whom was that procession compo- 
sed ? What their appearance, deportment, character and bearing ? 
They weie the industrious, hard-handed mechanics of the country 
and city — very many of them were members of churches, as Drs* 
Wayland and Tucker seem to understand — they were the sunburnt 
young farmers, especially the disfranchised younger brothers, arm in 
arm, whose older brothers, without even the show of an equivalent in 
the form of a mess of pottage, and without any bargain, had'monopo- 
lized all their birthright of political freedom. There they were^ as in- 
telligent and as law-abiding as their older brothers. There they pre- 
sented themselves, before the city aristocracy, who understood well 
enough their errand. They came to take peaceful and lawful ^nea- 
sures for securing their rights. They came in their coarse but tidy 
butternut-colored homespun coats and pantaloons — their clean, though 
not exquisitely plaited, shirts — their honest and earnest sober faces 
beaming with intelligence ; — they came, walking the earth erect, with 
their eyes upon the blue heavens, without the suspicion that either 
broadcloth or mahogany, lands or warranty deeds, were necessary to 
make them men — the equals of their own mother's children ! The 
question is not whether Aristocratic Arrogancy had eyes to discover 
any moral sublimity in that mighty and peaceful gathering. It is not 
whether Flippant Foppery could deride it as " a farce," because it 
was not clothed in broadcloth. It is not whether Doctorated Dulness 
could descry in it " any strong feeling" until it transformed an Uni- 
versity into a war barrack. The simple inquiry is, whether the pallid 



* Luke xviii. 23. 
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face and the downcast eye that characterized the Charterists of Pro- 
vidence, that day, was occasioned by the insane and monomaniac 
dread of pillage and plunder, (as though men could seek political pow- 
er for no otlier object,) or whether, with all their affected contempt, 
they were overawed with the withering consciousness that they saw 
an injured people preparing to exercise their rights? 

And at those other gatherings of the people, at Newport, in May, 
and at Providence again, in July, 1841, and then, again, the sponCa. 
neous escort of Gov. Dorr, on his return from New York, in the spring 
of 1842 — equaling, if not outnumbering all that wealth and artificial 
arrangement could muster, clergymen and all, to grace the triumphal 
procession of the Old Charter Pretender, King — what was there, we 
demand, that carried the air of disorder, and especially of a disposi- 
tion to pillage ? And who can be made to believe, without evidence, 
that the numerous suffrage men in Providence were willing to burn 
the city of their own residetice, in order to revenge upon their bro- 
thers and neighbors, the members of the "same churches" and «bu- 
idiness firms"* — that they were going to burn the houses, ^r*<, (as the 
representation has it,) and then parcel them out by lot, or otherwise, 
among themselves, afterwards ! Is it the reputation of downright in- 
sanity, or of deep and determined hypocrisy that men seek, when they 
scatter abroad such absurd and truthless fabrications ? 

But the procession of Gov. Dorr, we may be reminded, was, in part, 
a procession of armed men— a military escort ! And what then ? 
Was this an unusual exhibition with the Governors of Rhode Island? 
Had not the minority Governor King just been parading with his nailt- 
tary escort ? Are we to infer the prospect of plunder (as President 
Wayland would, perhaps, insist,) from the horrible fact that the mardh 
of Gov. Dorr's escort was the march of the dangerous majority ? Or 
is " plunder" most to be feared from a Governor under Constitutional 
restraints ? and administering a Constitution that expressly recog- 
nises the right of property among oiJier human rights ? The world 
and posterity will judge how much weight should attach to the unsus- 
tained charges of a projected " pillage and plunder," brought against 
the supporters of Constitutional " law and order," by men who must 
needs screen themselves in some way, if possible, from the ignominy 
of having raised a lawless insurrection (as the world and posterity 
will know they have,) against the clearly asserted sovereignty of the 
People. 

THE TACTICS AND THE TOOLS OF TYRANNY. 

But this is not the first time that the advocates of liberty have been 
truthlessly charged with disorganizing and incendiary designs, and 
represented ready to cut their masters' throats — unless they arfe 
wronged ! In no other way could popular sovereignty ever be put 
down and kept under. The bugbear o[ ** pillage and plunder,^^ ever 
atid anon, is dressed up for public exhibition whenever " any large 
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number" of the people press their demands with " any strong feeling," 
and when the popular movement (no longer »< a farce") *'as4umes.a 
form that calls for immediate action." Aristocratic " action" in such 
cases is marvelously monotonous, and has been, as far back as human 
history and tradition carries us. " Law and Order" are duly and du- 
tifully declared by the State doctors to be- ** in danger," Life and 
limb, and (more precious than all) Property, are pronounced inse- 
cure ! And the proof is readily produced ! Here are masses of me», 
[horrible !] and vulgar, common men, too, in ** large numbers," who 
exhibit " strong feeling" ! They ask their due share of political pow- 
er ! And would not this be " plunder" I So the State monopolist 
regards it. They seek a change in the laws, aye, and the power of 
assisting in making them, too. Does not this squint at a « division 
of property ?" For what other purpose could such men wish to 
change or to make laws? Who, among a. monied aristocracy, ever 
heard of any use for laws but to get and make money ? . Earthlings 
who never dreamed of any lawful authority but wealth, nor of any 
legislative object but « plunder," become the easy and willing dupes of 
the ambitious and designing. The cry o^^* pillage and plunder^' mul- 
tiplies and is re-echoed. The alarm reaches the nursery and the bed-- 
chamber. Matronly Afifection is in tears, and Nervous Excitability in 
hysterics. The panic becomes epidemic, and doctors fatten upon fe. 
vers. Guilty Knavery, with its eye on its money-bags, is " in great 
fear where no fear tea*." Cheated Cupidity puts off its coward phiz 
and plucks up courage enough to shoulder a rusty musket rather than 
be robbed of its cankered silver. << Respectability and Standing/' 
ever ready to mob down righteous liberty, are alarmed at the prospect 
of a riot, and become the conservators of *« law and order." Miserly 
Money-Love and Spendthrift Prodigality come into close contact and 
becoming brotherhood, now. Shoulder to shoulder they are paraded 
and "dress to the right" oj "left," just as Military Lordliness, with 
its epaulettes and plumes (strutting in stateliness or prancing prettily, 
the Grand Marshal of the day,) finds it graceful to give out the word 
of command. 

But all must be done lawfully, and law expositors are not wanting. 
Partisan Pettifoggery, skilled in sophistry and profound in precedent, 
scents a cash client and a fat fee. its honest shilling it must earn. 
So it puts on its spectacles, and becomes wise. The government that 
has reigned, and that does reign, it counts the " lawful government'' of 
course, for possession is nine points of the law, and the tithe, as its 
name denotes, stands for the tenth, and that makes up the tally. So 
its declaration is soon filed, its argument summed up, its verdict record- 
ed. The minority are the sovereign, the majority the subjects. Hoary 
abuse is lawful government, and Constitutional righteousness and liber- 
ty are treason. Stupidity listens, and is satisfied. Fashion espies 
where the " respectability" clusters, and lisps her silken assent. Mam- 
mon calculates the probable effect on the public stocks and the mo- 
ney market. Bloated Wealth, from under its bulky bales, and Gouty 
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Satiety, at its table, gorged to excess, groan out in symj)hony their apo- 
plectic approbation. Speculation, on tij)toe, signifies its horror at 
recklessness and lawlessness, by lending its trustworthy endorsement, 
nnd hastens on to the exchange or the auction. Sharp-sighted Thrift, 
from iKjhind its counter or at its desk, 'mid delicious dreams of coming 
customers, its decisions turned by as small a weight of merchandise as 
its own avoirdupoise balances, and its soul eclipsed by a sixpence, finds 
no great difficulty in deciphering the merits of the case on its interest, 
board. And Servile Sycophancy, too, but yesterday from the kennel, 
apin^ its betters, and eager to earn a footing among the right honora - 
bies, does the dirty work of alternate aspersion and adulation for which 
it is constitutionally fitted. 

Thus' backed and supported, the Reigning Power reads the riot act, 
and commands Popular Sovereignty to disperse. The more timid 
, comply, for men who love liberty and know their rights, are not al- 
ways solicitous to be massacred or imprisoned, decapitated or hanged. 
But before (under all these embarrassments,) a people can be fully sub. 
jugated by an aristocraticf minority, two other things must commonly 
■be done — -the aid of two other auxiliaries must be secured. Some 
princely despot, and a distant one is to be preferred, with a standing 
army, (that unfailing antidote to freedom,) must be induced* to inter- 
fere. From such an armament, no sympathetic yearnings afler liber- 
ty and humanity may be feared. Oppression is not more true to it- 
self than is an organized military estalishment to it. The soldier of 
the standing army has become an exile from the family circle, an alien 
to the family of mankind. He has become a machine. He is en« 
slaved, and worse than that — unlike the chattel slave of the plantation, 
be has commonly lost the conception and the appetency of freedom^ 

But besides and above all. One thing, more essential than even the 
military despot himself is needed. As all must be done laifffully, so 
all must be done religiously^ too. For man will have a religion of 
some sort, nor can he wholly divest himself of the consciousness that 
even in his political acts, he must have the sanction of something that 
he can call, and that is called, a religion. Not least, then, in the bad 
procession, comes Priestly Imposture, in canonicals — with or without 
its surplice, as the fashion ecclesiastical may prescrii)e. With the 
abused and holy Book of benign but blasphemed Christianity in its 
sacrilegious hands, with its Satanic quotations of Scripture against its 
Author — arraying the letter against the spirit — the symbol against 
the thing signified — it craftily contrives to read «* peace and safety'* 
to oppressors, and denunciations to the oppressed. It consigns to 
perdition those who refuse to obey man rather than God. It exhorts 
the military minions of despotism to do their foul and bloody work, 
secure of the divine favor. It stands ready to chant its Te Deums 
and pronounce its apostolical benedictions, whenever the butchery is 
performed, and the subjugation completed. This does the work that 
nothing else earthly could do, and gives to all other despotic doings 
their sanctity and their power. Saintly Subtlety, in unity with its 
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Teacher* perforrns the pastoral office, and, whenever the triie worship- 
ers assemble together, comes also among them. Too pious to meddio 
with State matters, save when its help is needed to crush freedom, i( 
deprecates the <^ dirty waters of politics," and warns the brotherhood 
to standi. aloof from them. Securing their confiding promise of neu. 
trality, it steps complacently into the public procession of the oppres- 
sor, on whose side there is power. Pseudo Piety sympathizes with its 
pattern, aiid with, its slippery faith pinned on clerical sleeves, glides 
from the altar to the armory, exchanges its Bible fur a bayonet, sur- 
mounts its cannon with a crucifix, and mumbling its prayers, or thumb' 
ing its rosary, ^irds itself, secure of priestly indulgence and absolu- 
tioii, to the Fharaoh-Iike expedition of smothering in blood ** the rifirht 
of the poor of the people" — in the name of the ♦* Prince of Peace" — 
the •' Refuge of the oppressed" — and of burying itself in the depths (if 
the Red Sea. Infidelity, with ghastly grin, feasts on the prospect, 
and plants itself on either side, or on both^-where it can best corrupt 
Freedonp or disgrace Christianity, or set them at suicidal warfare with 
each other. Surrounding communities that ought to snuff oppression 
in the breeze, and read their own coming doom in the dally Gazettes, 
are quieted by two twin ambassadors of Tyranny, ever present at 
their cabinets and altars : — these, namely ; Worldly Wisdom, with 
Cain-like countenance, counseling non-interference with other peo- 
pie's concerns; and Spurious Spirituality, dreading contamination 
with the profaneness of politics. Seated between these. Carnal Se- 
cority waves her magic scepter, and cries *< peace, peace," when there 
is no peace — and so the world slumbers, and wears fetters. 

Thiis has liberty been smothered, and Christian Institutions pressed 
into the service of ty I anny — thus (with few and brief exceptions, sup« 
plying the only 'breathing seasons of freedom) has religion been dis- 
graced, its author insulted, humanity suffocated, and human rightH 
crushed, from the days of Constantine to the present Iiour. Thus it 
is, and has been, in Europe. And thus it was, and is, in Rhode 
Island. 

BECAPITUtiiTION. — ST AND- POINT. 

We approach the winding up of the drama — or rather, of the Act 
of it that has already been performed. To understand it, we must 
bear in mind the facts we have now ascertained. 

We have seen the just causes of discontent with the people of Rhode 
Island — their grievances — the long history of their peaceful and pa- 
tient efforts for redress. We have seen the complicated arts resorted 
to, in order to thwart and cheat them out of their liberties, during the 
last two vears — the effoHs to deceive — to overawe — to intimidate — to 
prevent them from exercising their inalienable and Constitutional 
rights. — We have witnessed, nevertheless, their regular, lawful and 
peaceful organization of a Constitutional State government — a gov- 
ernment every way superior, in its moral character, as well as in its 
authoritv, its legality and its ordor, to the usurped minoritv govern* 

7 
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ment, under the Old Charter. We have seen the government not 
only organized, but in healthful' and appropriate operation, and we 
have witnessed the mildness, the moderation and the magnanimity, as 
well as the equity of its acts. Up to the period now under review, 
May 1842, all was peaceful and quiet in Rhode Island, so far', at least, 
as the action of the majority, the Constitutionalists, was concerned. 
And nothing was wanting but a quiet and orderly acquiescence, on 
the part of the minority, according to their own favorite doctrine of 
<* submission to the powers that be." All they had to do was to re. 
spect Constitutional << law and order," and there was nothing to dis- 
turb the public peace. They could not say that any one of their 
rights was invaded. All the change that had been effected, was the 
guaranty of the ^am^ rights to the rest of tiie community. And what 
more could thev ask ? 

They knew, or ought to have known, that it is lawful, and regular, 
and Constitutional, and orderly, according to parchmentSf as well as 
according to first principles, in America, for the people to change, to 
alter their governments at their pleasure — that this principle was the 
"BASIS of all our political systems"^— that for a minority to contro- 
vert that principle, by an armed force, was to attempt a National 'as 
well as a State revolution. 

And they knew, too — they could not help knowing — that a Consti. 
tutional government had been organized' in Rhode Island, and that the 
majority of the people had participated in the act, and were opposed 
to their course, in attempting to thwart their designs. 

Bat they were unwilling to submit. Such was their "lust of 
power" — and of unjust, unlawful, unconstitutional power too, that ra- 
ther than not possess *it^ they preferred to light the torch of civil 
war ! This is proved by their early application to President Tyler 
for aid. And the same act proves that they knew the majority of the 
people of Rhode Island were against them, and in favor of the Con- 
stitution. 

AID OF THE SLAVE POWER, 

What could be more congruous and befitting than that the Char- 
TERisTs of Rhode Island should seek and obtain the aid of the Slave 
Power, to subdue northern freemen ? Gov. ]V('Duffie had pre- 
dicted their subjugation, within twenty-five years. Six years oiit of 
the twenty. five had elapsed. The efforts to extend slave law over 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island — aye, and over New York, loo — ^^had 
failed. What could be done ? Opportunities were not to be disre- 
garded. Sympathetic minds, northern and southern, watched with* 
deep interest the progress of things in Rhode Island. Congressional 
speeches in favor of popular subjugation, irrespective of latitude and 
complexion, had not been lost, on northern ears. 

The application was made. It was successful; of course. How 
could it be otherwise ? The agents selected for the mission could not 
have been better chosen. One of them was John Whipple, of Provi- 
f^ancCf intimately connected with the South, the well known ally of 
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I&rHso^ Gray 0tis, in the attempt to prove abolitionists guilty of 
itreason against the Constitution.'*' And Gov. Dorr was an abolition^ 
ist. It needs no letter- writer from Washington, to tell us how the nego- 
tiation was conducted, and what were the arguments used. Ail was 
anticipated by popular rumor, at the North, beibrehand — confirmed by 
. soothern Journalists, aflterwards. The argument was a short and di^ 
i^ct one. If popular sovereignty was permitted at the North, the pre- 
cedent would be dangerous to the South, • If the disfranchised mav 
jority of Rhode Island could form a Constitution withoat leave of 
their roasters, the disfranchised majority of S. Carolina might do the 
Wnie, and the ** peculiar institution" would be overthrown. Thb 
northern laborer must therefore be put down, lest the southern htbor* 
er 'should rise.f ' - . . 

^PK^i:SIDENT TYLER's DECISION. 

A'Jelter from President Tyler, to Samuel VV. King, who claims t^ 
be Governor of Rhode Island, under the Charter, was communicated 
to the Charter Assembly in April. It was greeted with joy, and hail. 
ed as an omen of triumph. Gov. Dorr, in his Message of May 3d to 
^the Constitutional Assembly, very charitably attributes the tone of 
that letter to '* a mistake of the facts." But no efforts on the part of 
the Constitutionalists could sufRce to change his decision. In a sec- 
OJ^d letter addressed « to the Governor of the State of Rhode Island," 
and which was obviously intended, not for the Constitutional Gover- 
Qor, but for Samuel W. King, the President maintains substantially 
the. ground previously assumed. This letter is dated May 7. It ac- ' 
knb^vledges the receipt of a communication, "transmitting resolutions 
of the Legislature of Rhode Island, informing" the President «« that 
there existed in that State < certain lawless assemblages of a portion 
of the people,' for the purpose of subverting the laws^ and overthrowing 
the existing government, and calling upon the Executive to inteq>osii 
the power and authority of the United States, to suppress such in? 
surrectionary and lawless assemblages, and to support the existing 
^qvernnfent and laws, and protect the State from domestic violence. 
President Tyler informs King that his *^ opinions as to the duties of 
,^is government to protect the State of Rhode Island remains un* 
ebanged." He proceeds to say that present appearances do not se^ni 
^.irequire immediate action, <Sec. <Sz;c. But adds — *< If any exigency 
of lawless violence shall actually arise, the Executive government of 



■* We should be sorry to do any injustice to this gentleman. Since penniri^ 
th^ above paragraph, we notice in the papers that Mr. Whipple has resigned hi^ 
isat ipthe Old Charter Asseoibly, and withdrawn himself from the councils of 
t()^ existing usurpation. Perhaps he will make some explanations of his recent 
position, .vnich will place him in a less unfavorable light." 

. tvThe Washington correspondent of the New York American says thai the 
President was known to have been in favor of the suffrage pafiy, until the arri- 
val of this Mission fiom the Charierisis. This currcboraies suongly our views 
of that Missioi:. 
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the United States, under the authority of the resolutions of the Legis- 
lature, already submitted, will stand ready to succor the authorities of 
the State, in their efforts to maintain a due respect for the laws." 

GROUNBS OF THIS DECISION. 

In all that has appeared of these proceedings, nothing has tran- 
ffpit'ed which would imply that any investigation of the Constitutional 
merits of the controversy in R. Island, or inquiry whether a majority 
of the people had regtilatly formed a new Constitution, had been had 
nr was entertained or contemplated by the Cabinet at Washington. 
The absence of any such investigation or inquiry is apparent on the 
iace of the correspondence. It is taken for granted that Samuel W. 
King^ formerly Governor of Rhode Island, is the lawful Governor now, 
though the collision is well known to have taken place upon the rival 
rlaims of the two contending parties. A more cool and deliberate 
contempt of his Constitutional responsibilities, the President could 
Fcarcely have exhibited. The Constitution of the United States 
*« guaranties to every State in the Union a republican form of govern- 
ment." What if it should appear that the President's oath of office 
j*equtred him to support the Constitution of Rhode Island, recently 
adopted, and the Legislature and Governor duly elected under if? 
This would certainly be the case, if the people had a right to form 
such a Constitution, without sanction of the Charter Assembly, and if 
as a matter of fact, they had actually done that thin^. Why not in^ 
qtdre then, into that question, if it be a question, of American Consti. 
tntional law ? And why not inquire into the particulars of the adop- 
tion of the Constitution ? Why not gather evidence from both par- 
ties ? Why not count the votes, and ascertain whether or no the 
claim of the Constitutionalists was a valid one ? Why not refer 
the question to the Supreme Court of the United States? 

How comes it to pass that in the letters of the President to Samuel 
W, King, no allusion whatever is made to any such Constitutional 
question — :nor to the question whether the majority of the people of R. 
Inland had' adopted the new Constitution ? 

The marked timidity, caution, and fear of offending ©r alarming the 
democracy of the country, which characterises that second letter of 
the President, leaves us no room to doubt that a reference would have 
been had to the merits of tlie controversy, if the President had exam- 
ined it, and if he had found it safe to have made allusion to that sub. 
ject. Could he have cited the Declaration of Independence, Bills of 
Rights, Constitutions and Constitutional expositions of the country, 
in favor of his decision, would ha have failed to have dm^ so ? Or if, 
on any good foundation, he had arrived at the conclusion that the 
(constitution had not been adopted by a nr>ajority of the people of R. 
Island, would he not have been forward to say so ? And how can we 
help inferring, from his silence on these points, that the President 
found no support from Constitutional law, and understood perfectly 
well, that the controversy he had espoused was against a majority of 
the people of Rhode Island ? 
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But whatever inferences we may draw, one thing is certain. The 
President's decision ** took the ground that the people of R. Island had 
no right, either by a majority or by the whole, to alter their govern- 
ment, on their own motion, or in any way except by the permission, 
through the agency, and under the direction and control of the exist- 
ing government." It << had no reference to the question whether the 
SulSrage Constitution was or was not adopted by the body of the 
people, but solely, to the fact, that it was not adopted under lic^iiae 
ftwn the. Charter party." [J. Lea v it t, in* letter from Washington, 
May Sd.j 

THE HEAL CAUSE OF IT. 

Does any one inquire into the causes of this very extraordinary de. 
rision of the President ? The answer is easv. The Madison ian, the 
Oficial or XDourt Gazette of the President, at Washington city, tells 
ttie story. 

From this paper it appears that a great excitement was created at 
the seat of Governmept, by the affairs of Rhode Inland, after the rep- 
resenUtUotis made loJhe Cabinet by the Charter Mission. It is manifest 
(as Mr. Leavilt, who was on the spot, has shown, in the Emancipator) 
that no pliins were spared to prevent any Congressional discussion on 
the course of the President. A member of the Senate from Ohio, 
))owfver, Mr. Allen, had questioned the correctness of his posiliion,.aJMl 
had endeavored to bring the whole subject into discussion* The Mitld- 
.ifloman immediately denounced him as an abolitionist-declared tfavB 
Free SuSrage movement in Rhode Island an abolition plot-— 4b- 
nounced Qov. Dprras an abolitionist and his adherents as traitors 
against the country. The following extracts may suffice, as speci- 
mens of its sentiments and language. 

<' Let us be watchful ! Let us beware ! If the Government of 
Rhode Island [meaning the Charter party,] is to be overthrown by 
force, the revolution will not. stop there. It will sweep, like a hurri- 
cane, to the South " 

' «« The doctrine that NUMBERS can CHANGE a CONSTITU- 
TION, without going through the forms of law, would, at once, con- 
vert the numberless BLACKS OF THE SOUTH into voters, w||0 
could vote down the SOUTHERN STATE GOVERNMENTS j|t 
their pleasure." 

And so the working-men of the North are explicitly told, by Presi. 
dent Tyler's Official, that " NUMBERS" (i. e. the MAJORITY,) 
must not be permitted to exercise their right, so fully recognised by 
American Constitutional law, to *< change the government" — to " in* 
stitute a new government whenever their safety and happiness re- 
quire"* — lest the slaves of the South should follow their example ! 
Verily, the question of American Liberty is no longer a question of 
latitude or of complexion. 
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Again, said the Madison ian : 

** If Dorr persists in the attempt to subvert the existing laws by 
force of arms, then it can no longer be concealed from the public 
gaze that the whole proceeding is nothing more or less than an aboli- 
tion mov^nent ! Dorr is an abolitionist of the most rabid description. 
Allen, from Ohio, the demagogue, Jacobin, destructive, we have rea- 
son to suppose, will be .the champion of the northern abolitionists^ 
from this time forth. Dqrr declared to a mob headed by Vanderpoel 
and Cambreleng, that * all men were equaV — * that he was the uncom- 
promising advocate of human rights' — that *a majority of human be- 
ings in any State had a right to alter and abolish the Constitution, at 
jai%yiMne^ and fifty other ciant phrases of the fanatics." 

And so our Declarations of Independence, Bills of Rights, ConstF- 
lutions, Expositions, Commentaries and all, are to be quoted by ite 
only on pain of being denounced as demagogues, Jacobins, fahatic^, 
by the Official Government paper of the nation ! And the fi^ee white 
people of Rhode Island must not be permitted to assert and act out 
thosf" declarations of their fathers, lest th^ *< (iM^^Ultar *iistitbtioh'* 
should suffer damage. . « , . ; ^ 

Her© we have a specimen of the expediehls tesorted id, • by Presi- 
dent ^lyier's Official, "to overaWfe the democracy of the country, and 
ilttpeciiNly its delegation in Congreiss. To contend for whke libierty iix 
-!fi;mA]d Island^ (^ to eom^ under the ban of proscription — is to be sub. 
•jf^bted t« the clVai'ge of abditictnUmf Verily, th^ derriocrttcy arte re- 
t^vihg {mpbrtknt lessons from th^ seat of the NatkmftI Govi^nment. 
' Here,*too, we baV% tfab4(&y-i)ote of thie tone nt^* held b^r the pub. 
lie presses of the isoflrftry, to so grcfat extent^ in teiij^ct to Gov. Dorr 
and his adherents. In an article published on th6 receipt of news 
from Providence, and of the course of Gov. Dorr^ the Madlsotiian 

^ To all suggestiotis thit the difficulty could be settled amicably. 
Dorr, turned a deaf ear. He declared that no ofTers of compromise 
Wduld be listened to that did not recognise « hiiman rights'^ — the right 
of fhfe triiijofity — not only 'to govern, but to alter and abolish govern^ 
iflMiU at pleasure. This is the vital principle of the abolitionists. 
DoVr i^ a rank abolitioiii^, himself. Were fhiis principle established, the 
abolitionists would have a triumph, indeed. They would only have to 
Creep through the southern States ai^l take down the names of all the 
blacks over twenty.ofae ^^ears of age^' feind all the miserable, reckless 
white fanatics -^m^n, who have nothing at stake, and would, ata mo- 
teent^ warnitig, engage in any lawless enterprise that promised b6.otjr 
— and then, at a concerted signal, throw up the black flag of insur- 
rection, and proclaim the Ikws extinct." 

Notice, here, in the first place, the evidence and character of Gov. 
Dorr's treason ! He would " listen to no compron*ise that did not ac- 
knowledge HUIMAN RIGHTS— the right of the majority not only tu 
govern, but to alter and abolish governments at pleasure." This 
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• ■ . ... ' 

tiiiBWjs Must have come from the Charterists of Khode Island, and it 
agrees* with their common tone of sentiment and their habitual deri- 
sion of '< the sovereignty of the people." Here, then, the treasoi^ i$ 
described. And. what is it ? Why, nothing more nor less than a d«k 
termination to adhere strictly to the fundamental principles of AmerA* 
can Constitutional kw, as laid down in all our Declarations, Bills of 
Rights, Constitutions and Constitutional expositions — a simple declli. 
ration of fealty to the doctrines of Washington, Jefferson, Hamilton, 
Ms^lison, Wilson, Iredell, Elawle, Story, d&c. &c. &c., and expressed 
in almost their identical language ! 

And so it has become treasonable to repeat, with approbation, itbfe; 
well known maxims and declarations of American Constitutional law. 
• TA^ is it, to rebel against <* law and order" ! What and iHkose ^ law 
and order"? we may well demand I Not the established *< law and! 
<Hrder" of the country, most certainly. The Rhode Island Charterists 
and the southern slavocrats must have set up a « law and order" o{/ 
tbeir.own! 

Notice, next,— ^this treasonable doctrine of Gov. Dorr and of the 
Amierica^ Constiti^tions, and of all the venerated fathers and eminent-. 
Constitutional lawyers of the Republic, ^ is the vital principle of tfi^. 
abdtUionisisP Treason, of course ! 

Finally, "were this principle established— "aye !• if the fundamental 
principles of American Constitutional law were only *'estal>lished*\?!?) 
American Slavery would assuredlyyaZZ. [Precious confession !] 
■ And, therefore, the Constitution of Rhode Island must be put down ! 
A sovereign States— so far as the People are concerned — ^mnst be blot* 
ted out of the Republic. So much ibr the testimony of President Ty-- 
ler's Official. 

..We will advert, next, to the speech of Mr. Senator Simmons, of RV 
Island, in the Senate of the United States. This gentleman is report* 
ed as having made a very eloquent and thrilling appeal to the people (^ 
the South, on the subject. Yes ! the people of the South ! We have, 
no copy of the speech before us, but this southern description of it is 
sufficient. Its meaning can not be mistaken. <<You help us pnt 
down our white slaves— our operatives — and we will help you keep 
down your black slaves." Mr. Simmons is, we believe, extensively 
engaged in the manufacture of cotton. We have it on good authori- 
ty, a letter from Washington, that, in this speech, Mr. Simmons 
*« boidly defended the Charter, on all points,^^ 

What further proof do we need ? If any were wanting*, it is supplied: 
by the late speech of Henry Clay, at Lexington, Kentucky.. It was a. 
speech against President Tyler, but he takes occasion to say that he. 
aipproves his course, on the affiiirs of Rhode Island. And wAy/— • 
Having described tn his way, the movement in Rhode Island, he pro-^ 
ceeds : 

«« And is it contended tliat the major part [note that ! « the major 
PART ! "] of this Babel congregation is invested with the rigJU to build 
up, at its pleasure, a new government? That as often, and when^ 
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ever, soeietv can be drummed ud, and thrown into such a shapeless 
miiss, the MAJOR PART OP IT may establish another and another 
neWgovernment, in endless succession? ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Hovf such a PRINCIPLE vx>tdd OPERATE in a CERTAIN SEC- 
TION of this Union, with a PECULf AR POPULATION, you will 
readily eonceive.^' 

ATtEMPT TO KEVOLITTIONIZE THE COUNTRY. 

The Constitutional right of the people, to charige their government, 
at pleasure, the right claimed in the Declaration of Independence, and 
declared ov^r and over again, in our Constitutions, and Bills of Rights, 
and by all our recognized expositors of Constitutional law, is here ex. 
pressTy denied to a MAJORITY of the people. And in another par- 
agraph, as already cited, Mr. Clay distinctly admits that **an appar- 
ent majonXy*^ voted for the Rhode Island Coiistitution, and that it 
was as regularly formed trnd adopted as the Constitution of Michigan ! 

And this right must be given up — must be crushed by the Federal 
Power, because, if" the principle*' were recognized, the slaves of the 
South could not be kept under ! Northern liberty must be crushed — 
Constitutional rights outlawed — the fundamental " principle^ of all 
our American governments must go by the board, lest the *^ peculiar 
popviatiofC^ of ** a certain section of this Union" should become free ! 

THE IMMOLATION OF LIBERTY AND I»AW* 

The promise of President Tyler was not forgotten. With the out- 
line of the facts, the reader may be presumed to be acquainted. Tho \ 
first scene of the drama is thus epitomized by a late writer : — <* The 
march of Federal troops from New York to Newport (R. I.) — from 
" Old Point Comfort" (Virginia) to New York, thus indicating the di- 
rection that would be given to the whole disposable force that is sworn 
to obey the orders of the President of the United States : the garrison, 
ing of arsenals, the momentary ardor of the people in support of their 
rights ; the ap(iarent certainty of bloodshed; the triumph of armed 
force collected and sustained by the public purse, over the undisciplin. 
ed people ; the dispersion of the sufirage forces : the exultation of the 
successful power.'"" 

It was on the 18th of May, that Gov. Dorr fled from Providence. 
A second scene was opened a few weeks after. Gov. Dorr rallied 
again at Chepachet, one of the interior villages. Thither the forces of 
the insurgents were directed. A second retreat of the Constitutional, 
ists ensued. Governor Dorr fled, the second time, from the State and 
has not returned. His adherents dispersed. Th^ victors had already 
declared tlie^ State under maktial law. This was continued. A 
military despotism bore sway, the Constitutional government seemed 
overthrown, and nothing deserving the name of a civil government 
could be said to exist. 
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TUB DOUBLE* PkOBLEM.— A MINORITY TRIUMFU ; AND ITS FfiALTY TO 

•* LAW AND ORDER." 

But how came it to pass, it may be asked, that the majority were 
overborne by the minon^^in these military struggles? This ques- 
tion has been a puzzle to many. The Providence Journal exults un- 
sparingly, and iaborsunceasingly, to make the impression abroad, and 
on the strength of their military demonstrations, that the majority, 
were, in fact against the' Cohstitution and in favor of its successful 
assailants. It was not to the hcdlot-hox returns that the Journal ap- 
pealed, but to the military array ! It boasted its 4,000 men in arms. 
in contrast with the comparatively small muster of the Constitutional- 
ists^ and Was *< satisfied that a majority of the people are not in favor 
of the People's Constitution" ! As much as to tell the people that tho 
war camp, and NOT the halht-hox, Was the proper place to settle tho 
question o( majariUeSf and to test the legality and validity of Consti- 
tutions ! And yet, an appeal to this otdy legitimate arena of de* 
cision,* on the part of the unsuccessful, they say i» treason! This 
same gross absurdity lies at the basis of the discourses of Drs. Tucker 
and Wajland. The &ct of successful occupancy and possession of 
the physical power of the State, that, in their view, settles all quest* 
ions of legality and allegiance ! yet the effort to obtain that only le* 
gitimate title to authority, is treasonable I Henry Clay, too, in hia 
Lexington speech, exhibits the same political ethics. He demands 
" who are the people (in Rhode Island) that are to tear up the whole 
fabric of human society ?" — <* Our revolutionary fathers did not tell u« 
by WORDS, but they proclaimed it" (i. e. *Hhe right of the People to 
abolish an existing government") <* by gallant and noble deeds."— 
The plain English of which is — If the people of Rhode Island claim 
sovereignty, let them get it by force of arms, if they can ! Let them 
not quote American Constitutional law — let them not rely on the 
righteousness of their cause — nor on the majority of their numbers— 
nor on the regularity of their proceedings. This is all mere '' wosrdsJ* 
When their h\oodiy exploits place the power in their hands, their gov- 
ernment will be legitimate enough, then ! 

A ^' prudent" lesson, truly, to the injured laboring masses, north* 
em and southern ! The preachers of this doctrine can not condemn 
those who practice upon it-^unless they fail of success — for that is 
evidently the divinity they worship! — What a lesson of popular vio* 
lence ! What a daring of the people to the bloody conflict ! The suf. 
frage vote of December 1841 goes for nothing, say the Charterists of 
Rhode Island, because the Suffrage army of May and June 1842 did 
not keep tally with it ! Your votes against us — ^your arguments--* 
your ** words" we count only a ** farce," unless you will meet us witb 
quantum sufiicit of battonets ! 

And these are the Conservatists of « law and order" are they? 
These are the men that dread revolutions and blood ! These are th» 
men who would have the nation believe that they have all along besn 
in favor of conceding to tho people their rights, if they would only 

8 
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cease from disorder and riot — if they would only do things in ^ a reg- 
ular and lawful manner ?" 

What are their notions of the legitimate foundation of civil govern- 
ment, and of the proper methods of establishing it, they have signifi. 
cantly told us ! They will recognize no umpire of disputed and rival 
sovereignties but the stDord, So their acts tell us, so their discourses 
and speeches assure us. Their early application to President Tyler, 
for Md, and their fiendish exultations — press-wise and pulpit-wise — on 
their success, their marauding scouts and their thanksgivings, let us 
into their bosoms. We read them, and understand their notions of 
rightful authority, and of** law and order." With such notions, their 
mtUtary preparations — their only dependance, would be formidable, 
of course. 

ANAtfCHISTS ! WHO ? A PICTURB. 

Now it happened that the so-cdRed anarchists, disorganizers, infi. 
dels, incendiaries, and plunderers, composing the Suffrage party, (the 
leaders and the masses) held precisely opposite views of Constitutional 
** law and order" — of « legitimate authority" — of the " lawful mode" of 
establishing civil government, and therefore it wns, that they were 
less formidable in the field than at the polls. They had supposed 
that the Declaration of Independence — that the National and State 
Constitutions, with their Bills of Rights, m^anrsomething, and meant 
what they said. They had taken it for granted that if a majority of 
the adult male citizens of the Srate framed and adopted a Constitution 
and organized a government on precisely the model of the otfier 
American Constitutions, by the same methods, and exactly according to 
the express prescriptions of the Washingtons, the JefTersons, the Madi> 
isons, the Hamiltoris, the Marshalls. and the Storys of the repubfid, 
and if they administei*ed this government on principles of mildness 
and forbearance, impartiality and equity — ^curing the equal and in- 
alienable rights of all men-*why then, they took it for granted, that a 
minority consisting, (as they charitably supposed)- of law abiding and 
honest and Christian men, would peacefully submit to the lawful gov- 
ernment, and support it. The tone of Gov. Dorr^iS message pTjdves 
this. Their own familiarity With the foundation principles of free 
government, and their own reverent attachment to the '* law and or- 
der" growing out of them were such that it never seems to have oc- 
curred to them that the professed conservators of <<.}aw and order" 
would themselves turn insurrectionists — ^^that the preachers of unqual- 
ified submission to the <* powers that be" would shoulder the musket, 
causelessly, to overthrow them — that, ixr such a cause, the atnbassa- 
dors of the Prince of Peace, would be among the first to raise the war- 
whoop, and turn their Universities into soldiers' barracks— that for no 
crime but organizing for the State <^a Republican form of govern- 
ment," the President of the United States, in diredt violation of his 
oath, would proscribe them, and pledge the Federal forces for their 
overthrow. In one word, they had no idea that there was enough of 
the spirit of anarchy, lawlessness, disorganization, insurrection, athe- 



OF AHODB ISLAlffD* 4f 

iHfia, jnurder, despotism^ and hatred of righteous lit>erty« 19 ilbe State, or 
ia the nation, to muster any formidable military oppoeition to m^ a 
government, thus established and administered. And thereforef their 
jOLiTAXir movements and calculations were not made in anticipation 
of such unexpected events. Even afler the threatened interference of 
President I'y^^^ ^^ ^^ informed, they really believed that two hun> 
dred men would be amply sufficient to keep in subjection all the law. 
less men in Rhude Island, who would arm themselves against the Con* 
jBtitutional government. 

THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE CASE. 

In this estimate, they greatly erred ; as the facts now prove, They 
bad not sufficiently considered that Idolatry — the idolatry of Property 
—(which is identical with atheism) embodies always, and of necessity, 
the elements of murder, and of insurrection against righteous law— 7 
that Reason as well as Scripture teaches this universal truth — tha|: 
whoever elevates Property above Humanity ^matter nhoye spirit^ aa 
the Rhode Island Cliarterists have so tenaciously and continuously 
and signally done, will, of course, until the delusion is relinquished, 
sacrifice human life, if need be, on the altar of property. — Thus it mnst 
be, because, in the nature of the case, it can not be otherwise. To 
suppose an intelligent and determined adherent of the land supremacy 
of Rhode Island, a supremacy of acres ovet immortal men, is to sup. 
pose a determined murderer, of course, whenever the conflicting 
claims of man, and of acrea^ shall come in collision with each other. 
For one of those claims, the one or the other, must yield. And, to say 
that the acres must not yield, is to say that man must ** The fool 
hath said in his heart— no (rod !" What next ? ^ They are corrupt 
and have done abominable works/' How is this made manifest t 
Thoy <* shame the counsel of the poor" — for **• he that despiseth the 
poor reproacheth his Maker." Then comes the inevitable result — and 
what is it ! Nothing short of cannibalism! They " have no knowU 
edge" — " they eat up the people as they eat bread" — they devour hu- 
man beings as coolly, with the same relish, and with as little compunc- 
tion, as they would swallow a dinner ! So God affirms of theni,* and 
the testimony is found true. Stxh a. people supply the very materii^ 
for an army of insurgents. But others are slow of heart to believe 
this, before-hand. And therefore the extent and depth of the spirit of 
murder and lawlessness in Rhode Island was not foreseen by the lawftd 
government, nor by the majority of the people. 

Nor did they, in their military calculations, make due allowance 
for the effect, on the suflfrage forces, resulting from the general ele-^ 
ments o^tlteir character, as contrasted with their opponents* They 
were not the men to raise an army out of, or to do service in a civil 
war, when they were enrolled. WJty ? Because they had human 
hearts left in them ! They had some degree of regard for human 
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rights ! Of course, they would be tender of human life. These were 
not the men for soldiers. The younger brothers who were disfran- 
chised (by the law admitting only the oldest son)— f^eM had not 
learned the creed of human inferiority to property. Humanity was 
something, in their eyes. For the most part, they would not take the 
lives of their older brothers, to maintain their own rights. Four or 
^ve such brothers, in one family, would decline taking arms at all, or 
take them to no ^purpose — while the one oldest brother would be 
prompt and firm at his post, ready to sacrifice all his younger bro< 
thers, rather than concede their e|]uality with himself! Theory and 
fact, philosophy and history, agree here. Nothing is more certain, 
than that the. war spirit in Rhode Island, oommenced first with the 
Cbarterists, and almost universally pervaded their ranks, while it was 
tardily kindled, slowly infused, and faintly and partially exhibited in 
the ranks of the Constitutionalists. The peaee men were, almost ex. 
dusively, among the latter, with the exception (by complaisance) of 
a few rich Quakers, who, we will charitably conclude, inrere not very 
much infected with the war fever. 

CONFIRMATION. 

The Cbarterists themselves, furnish us, as already hinted, the data 
for these statements. They admit that they were outvoted on the 
landholders' Constitption, and their own figures show 1,553 more 
votes fcr Gov. .Dorr than for S. W. King, and 8,668 votes for the two 
traitors,, (as they call them,) Dorr and Carpenter, by the side of 4,864 
for their J^ino. [We will leave the 13,944 suffrage votes for the 
Constitution, in. a population of 23,142, out of the estimate, notr, to 
give the. Cbarterists the benefit of their own figures.] Here, then, we 
have their account of the parties, as arrayed against each other at the 
POLLS. Now for the ^ilitasy review. Here, the Providence Jour- 
ni^ly as before quoted, claims that the Cbarterists reckoned « 4,000 
good men ^nd true, in arms,^' being nearly one.half of the 8,662 vo- 
ters, at the greatest rally ever known at the polls (in 1840), by the 
** freemen" ;0r landocracy of the State! The forces mustered with 
Gov. Dorr were derided, as a mere handfull. Never reported to be, 
at the most» over 1 to 2,000, and now believed to have been, in re. 
ality, ooly about fiOQ. And therefore the Journal « is satisfied that a 
roaiorityof the people are not in favor of the People's Constitution" ! 
It boastfully asks — '* Where is the majority ?" It glories in '* certain 
heavy pieces of ordnance, which deal out arguments not easy to re* 
sist!" and thinks <'the traitor," Gov. Dorr, must now be <<con. 
vinccMd !" 

So thqn the Cbarterists, finding themselves outnumbered at the 
polls, by .tjbelr own showing, resort to the war-hatchet ! Annoyed 
with troublesome appeals to Constitutional law, from the pen of Ben. 
jamin Cowell and others, tbeir best ** argument" is found in " certain 
heavy pieces of ordnanct^'.! If these fail to "convince" the " trai. 
tors" against minority supremacy, they have nothing more intellert. 
ual, or law-abiding, or orderly, to offor ! The controversy, 4l)fy 
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think, Is 1o be settled in no way but by kiUing Iheir neigUm'9 f KniL 
they understand that it is to be a deadly encounter of «<frieiid against 
friend, brother against brother" — the << lines of alienation mnning 
through families and firms of business."* Among the men to ba 
butchered, are " civil magistrates," <* who [say they] have sat at our 
tables" — ^*< a considerable number of professing Christians," ** who 
partake [with their opponents] of the elements of that body which 
was broken and that blood which was shed for our sins !"f 

Work, here, for fiends, surely ! Where, and among what class in 
Rhode Island, were they to be mustered ? The Chvterists can tell 
us. Out of the 4,500 in arms, they furnished 4,000 themselves ! 
Nearly one-halfX of their entire number of voters were on the spot, 
ivith their death. weapons in their hands ! But of the <^ bloodthirsty** 
suffrage men, watching for <* plunder," only about 500 could Im ral« 
lied— about one twenty -eighth part of their voters ! 

THE BONE OF CONTENTION. 

Yet the sufirage men were contending for << the blessings of a Con* / 
stitution, free suffrage and an equalized representation," which ** a 
great majority of the citizens of all parties" desired. [Vide A. O* 
Baratow.l Dr. Tucker adverts to << the anomaly of the existing 
[Charter] government, as the cause of the difficulty — to the ^< cor* 
rectness of the principle avowed" [by the sufirage men] as the " ob- 
ject" to be obtained, to wit, the *< equality of representation, and the 
VOHT of suffrage." — "Petitions," to this effect, he attests, *« have 
been often presented and acted upon," which implies that they had 
ofYen been denied ! And Dr. Wayland says, ^ it is universally con- 
ceded that it would have been better if a change in the elective fran* 
chise had been made, many years since." 

Such were the objects of the suff*rage men, with their comparatively 
small rally in the war camp. Mighty in numbers — mighty in the 
rectitude of their cause, by the concessions of their enemies. Mighty 
too,in their hold upon the Constitutional law of their country. Weak». 
only, jn the rally for civil commotion— for civil war — even in the de* 
fense of the lawful civil government. And these are the bloodthirsty 
*• anarchists !" the "plunderers !*' 

And as for the Charterists — for what did they rally ? In opposUum 
to the objects sought by the suffrage men ? Yea? or nay ? — If 80» 
they rallied against the admitted right f If not, for what object did 
they rally .? Was it for the mere love of kiUing their neighbors 1 — 
Or was it because a Constitution establishing the right had been 
framed and adopted without their leave — the leave of the minority — 
which leave they had, for half a century refused ? Either horn of the 



♦ Rev. Dr. Tucker's Discourse. t Rev. Dr. Waylaud's Discourse. 

X Ob reflection, it must have been nmch more than one half. For the 8,662 
voters of 1840 included the whole number, of all parties, voting. But nanw of 
them are known to be Constitutionalists, and opposed to the Charterists, in tojeir 
'present strogi^Ie. 
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dilemma pf^Bc^ts essentially the same point ! These are the co^i&erir. 
atopsof *• law\and order !" These are the men jealously .careful of 
fthe ^public tranquility, security and peace !" 

ONE PROBLEM SOLVED* 

This, then, we assign, as the grand secret of comparative imbecili. 
ty, on the part of the Constitutionalists, in the w(tr camp. That was 
not their place. There, they were out of their element. The friends 
of human rights are not forward to take human life. Constitutional 
*' law and order*' do not eagerly rush to the arena of civil war. The 
injured, after long forbearance, are not as ready to redress, with vio- 
lence, their wrongs, as the wrong doers are to perpetuate and extend 
their injuries in blood. The worse than worthlessness of the vnlitarp 
arm, in such a struggle, is one of the lessons to be learned by the late 
events in Rhode Island. 

INFURIATED RIOTERS — ANOTjSER PICTURE. 

Take the following illustration, from the testimony of a Charterist, 
who givc^, in the N. Y. Journal of Commerce, and N. York Observer, 
.an account .x)f the first encounter, at Providence, the 18th of May. 
This is ^t)e more to our purpose, as on that occasion, the Charter 
forces were §o small, and the circumstances were such, as to give the 
Constitutionalists the advantage over their enemies. Let us see how 
they availed themselves of their position. 

The writer reveals to us his own sentiments by describing the ranks 
of Gov. Dorr, as containing <• Za^y fellows, infuriated by passion and 
Hquor,^* &c., &c., while the Chai*ter forces, under Col. Blodget, were 
•* the respectability and wojrth of the city" Let us see then, how these 
tfi/mo/e^ creatures behaved. llere, we shall get a glimpse, no doubt, 
of the toorst part of " the Dorr party," in ^heir toorst doings. jFor 
President Wayland, Pr. Tucker, and others, give us to understand 
that only a part of the suffrage men were bad enough to carry mat. 
ters to this extreme of violence. And they boast ^hat one and ano.th. 
er, nay, that the large body of the Constitutionalists shrunk bajck, 
when they saw to what extent the unprincipled ^nd reckless few ^ere 
prepared to carry their violence. Now, then, to our writer. 

** A cannon- [he says,] stood before the door, ;[of Mr. Anthony's 
house, Gov. Dorr's head.quarters] loaded to the muzzle with all sorts 
of missiles, and pointed directly down the road.'' — *< A suflfrage man 
came running to them [Blodget's Company] and exclaimed * Don't 
come this way, you will all be killed.' Col. Blodget took the kind ad- 
vice of his enemy, more careful of his men than of himself, and ap. 
proached the house fron) another direction. Having arrived at the 
house, a detachment was ordered in, and Gov. King, with the Sheriff 
went over to the house, which was full of men armed with all sorts of 
weapons for close fight* The suffrage men advised the detachment to 
go out, saying, * if a gun is fired, you will all be killed.' The citizens 
could not but be conscious that there was too much ground for the de. 
x:lu ration, for they were inferior in numbers and weapons for so close 
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« conflict. Yet they replied, < We have been ordered here, and shall 
not leave our post until ordered to do so by our commander.' This 
was a most critical hour. When Gov. King and the Sheriff address- 
ed the armed mass outside, declaring that they had come to arrest 
Dorr, and would arrest him if he was there to be found, the cry was, 
* Never ! never !' and muskets were aimed at the windows, but hap- 
pily no triggers' were drawn." — *< Through all these incidents, there 
is strongly exemplified the N. England regard for law and life. Men 
could be found plentifully to resolve for what they deemed thsir 
BIGHTS, a considerable number would take up aVms and put themselvesi 
in battle array, and some would point their gtitis, but not a' man would 
iire. To a certain boundary they could be led, and that was the 
boundary of law." [Journal of Commerce-li 

The truth is, they knew that " law" wa^ on their side. Yet they 
forebore. Gov. Dorr, yielding to the impoi'ttinity of relatives, and ie* 
«irous of preventing bloodshed (well assured that there would be no 
relenting, on the other side,) fled into the country fVom his pursuers^ 
and the armament was disbanded. 

Thrice, then in one day, (like David, with Saul in his hand,) did 
they let their enemies escape, without so much as taking from them 
the skirt of a coat, though they hnd them in their power. 80 the 
writer in the Journal of Commerce, testifies. Sb we heard, on the 
spot, the sa'me day, from Charterists, themselves. And before night, 
we beard them derided as fools and as cowards, for their lenity •"' 
These are the men who are now incarcerated in the jails of Rhode Is- 
land, an^ scattered, by flight, over New England. These are the men 
whom President Wayland shamelessly describes as " ignorant and 
slmndoned men, urged to treason by the hopes of glutting their re. 
venge, against those who had been their truest friends, and by the ex- 
pectation of plundering those who, it was supposed, had not strength 
or courage to resist !" 

How lamentable must be the condition of those minds — with what 
terrible visions of conscious wrong doing must they be haunted, who 
cai! only read signs of << revenge" and indications of << PLUNDisii" in 
such men ! What can be more manifest than that it was only for 
TBEtB RIGHTS that they were contending, and that — when it came to 
the dreadful alternative, they would waive even these-:— for the time be- 
ing, rather than sacrifice the lives of their neighbors ! Dr. Wayland 
and his clerical accoitiplices, had abundantly taught these njen the do- 
ty of supporting a lawful civil government by the military force. That 
was all they ever attempted to do, and there appears no sulBcient 
reason why their teachers should complain of their putting their own 
precepts in practice, unless that reason be found in the fact that they 
had turned insurrectionists themsefves. 



♦ " The cowardly leader fled," says the Rev. Dr. Tucker, Disc. p. 6. — And so, 
io JigM for liberty is treason ! infidelity ! lawlessness—and to flee from mnrder 
and oppression is " cowardice !" 



64 THE RIGHTS ANDT THE WRONGS 

A KARVEL. " ' 

One irts^afice of lenity and magnanimity on the part of tlic Charter 
commandcfr^ King, as an offset tcr the preceding, it will be expected 
that we stfould here record, in its place. So much celebrated has it 
been by them, that we may fatirly consider it quite remarkable. It 
is this. After the suffrage for^fes were all dispersed, except 24 men, 
and while their opponents were 600 strong, Mr. King, whose life 
they had repeatedly spared the same day, forebore to massacre the 24 
men to get possession of two guns that he knew would be peacefully 
delivered up, ac(cording to stipulation, whenever his forces' should be 
Withdrawnf aad disbanded ; and which was accordingly done. 

SUCCESSFUL INSURRECTION. 

The attempt of the Constitutional governor, Dorr, in May, to take 
plossession of the Arsenal and other State property at ProvideAcep 
which a due regard for ** law and order,' would have peaeefuHy deliv* 
erei up to him, was perversely and wickedly tortured into an ktfempt 
to take possession of the city, and pillage and divide the property of 
the citizens ! On his return to the State, toward the dose of June, 
he summoned the Legislature to meet at Chepachet, a village in the 
interior, on the 4th.of July, the day to which they had adjourned. No 
pretense of any danger to the eitizens of Providence could I)e made, 
noW| and Accordingly it was supposed by many, that the rally of a 
few, (in response to the call of Gov. Dorr, by Proclamation,)^ would 
suffice for the protection of the Legislature. It was not believed that 
4,000 men in the State would causelessly rally against the lawful gov- 
ernment, at a time when the panic about the <• pillage" of Providence 
had subsided, and every body knew there had never been a particle of 
foundation for it Here again, the simplicity of popular honesty and 
innocence failed to anticipate the depth and the inveteracy of aristo-- 
cratic hatred agaitist the Sovereignty of the People^ and the determin- 
ation, at whatever sacrifice, to perpetuate the minority misride. The 
event showed their mistake. The war spirit, among the Charterists, 
by all accounts, so far from having disappeared was roused to a per- 
fect pbrenzy,t ftt the prospect of a legislative session of the lawful 
govel'nment at Chepachet. So far had they been seduced, step by 
step, from the path of rectitude, that they now seemed given up, of 
God, to fill up the measiire of their ini<|uities, and show what was in 
their hearts. And the opportunity was oflTorded them. The disper- 
sion of the Constitutional authorities by the organissed mob of 4,000* 
will stand forever on the page of history, in illustration of their infuri« 
ate lawlessness. 

AN INCIDENT. 

tt is related that Gov. Dorr reluctantly consented to a second flight, 
after an interview with his aged father, who had visited his fort, to as- 



♦ **All seemed to look forward to a brush, [i. c. a baitU^] with pleasure!**-^ 
" Our men were acking for the attack." [Providence Journal, July 1.] 
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Mrtt:hiin that hiB enemies would overpower him — that his life wouM 
M- a- certain Bacrifice,1n their hands, and that no benefit to his canae 
could' accrue, — using all his powers of parental entreaty and authori« 
ty, to urge his flight. It is stated too, that, for this creditable exhibi-- 
turn of manly feeling, on his part, the venerable gentleman was harsh- 
ly reproached' by the Charterists, many of whom loudly and openly de. 
dared- that he ought to be hanged ! yes, hanged, for thus seeking to 
pf^aerve the life of his dutiful and affectionate son ! This was tha 
spirit in which the minority triumph in Rhode Island was achieved* 
a it; to the discredit of the majority, that they did not equal it ? And 
have they, therefore^ forfeited their rif^hts? Abandoned their Consti- 
tation t Or nullified or erased their Dect mber vote of 13,944 in ita fa« 
vor? Or renounced their allegiance to Gov. Dorr? Or recognized 
the usurper who has driven him, like an Alfred, a Bruce, or a Wallace, 
into exile? So stupidity may dream! I'hus Henry Clay may da- 
claim' ! So, the presiding genius of the Charterist presses in Rhode 
laland may scribble ! Thus, wicked simpletons may sermonize ! But 
TBUTH reigns — and God lives — and his throne stands— and his law ia 
unrepealed — and " law and order" will one day, prevail, and be under- 
stoodi and honored. Sycophancy and sophistry will hide their heads^ 
them 

OTHEB CAUSES OF FAILURE--^THE FEDERAL POWER. 

We do not claim for the Constitutionalists that their military ineft 
ficiency was wlidly owing to their humanity and love of peace. Oth- 
er eonaiderations had their share. To a great extent they were over- 
awed with the attitude of the general government. A support of the 
State government would bring them into collision with the National. 
A oiVil War in Rhode Island, they had reason to think, would involve 
an the free States, perhaps the whole country. Here' was something 
to' ponder. However lightly and flippantly the aristocracy could speak 
of aach an event, however coolly they might contemplate it, and how- 
ever rashly one half the Charterists in the State might jump into such 
a ftarful conflict, without a moment's consideration, bayonet in hand, 
the majority of the people, the Constitutionalists, were not the men to 
hazard the national tranquility without reflection. Considerations of 
prudence as well as of philanthropy hud weight with them. 

It turns out, now, to be sure, that the promise of Executive aid waa 
more in the prospect than in the performance. The meetings of 
••^mpathisers^' in New York and elsewhere, with the dreaded symp- 
tema of a discussion in Congi*ess, may have induced a little sober re- 
flection at the Palace* A rupture with the northern denrocracy might 
be aa formidable to Mr. Tyler, as the precedent o{ popular supremacy 
and emancipation in Rhode Island. From some cause the national 
troops sent to Rhode Island, it is said, were not permitted, by the Prea* 
Ident to be used.'" He was not convinced that they were needed. It ia 



* Some receDt developments, it is thought by some, furnish a new solutloa of 
Pres. Tyler's abandonment of the Charterists. [We say a&M^Mnwiie, for the 
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understoody too^ that the Charterists are exceedingly dissatisfied with 
their Presidential patron. The Slave Power proves a less potent and 
trustworthy ally than they had supposed, and the President loses, for 
his pains, the votes of the Conservatists in Rhode Island. One of the 
aids of Gov. King is reported (in the Republican Herald of Aug. 24th,) 
as having declared publicly that <* he would put a ball through John 
Tyler's head," if he should visit Rhode Island, as expected ; (a sort of 
language, by the bye, as common as ** household words" among the 
boasted defenders of "law and order" in Rhode Island.) And so, 
Presiident Tyler's « Madisonian" discovers that « the Sufirage party 
were more sinned against than sinning." — Thus short lived are com- 
binations of men to work wickedness ! ' 

But these specific results were not foreseen by the Constitutional- 
ists. The letters of President Tyler to Samuel W. King exerted a 
mighty influence, for the time being. They recognised Mm as the 
lawful Governor of Rhode Island, and the Charter Assembly as the 
State Legislature ! This gave respectability and consequence, in the 
public eye, to a knot of insurgents that, otherwise, would have been' 
regarded with general abhorrence. The Governors of Massachusetts 
and New York (unlike those of Connecticut and New Hampshire, 
and the Legislature of Maine,) took sides with President Tyler» and 
complied with the requisition of the usurper. King, to deliver up Grov. 
Dorr and others, to be tried by the insurrectionists, for treason ! John 
C Spencer, the Secretary of War, honored the troops of the Charter- 
ists with a public Review ; thus unfurling, as it were, the national flag 
in the camp of the insurgents. Thus bolstered, the monied and landed 
Aristocracy, unlike the less wealthy majority, found means to raise the 
" sinews of war" — money — at least they could aflbrd the risk of ad- 
vancing it, from their own coflers, at a snug interest, in the prospect 
of making the State pay the expenses of their treasonable expedition 

l^rovidence Jonrnal so considers it, and says that, henceforth, the Charterists 
will rely on themselves, and not be ''deceived by a false reliance on the general 
government."] We have already mentioned, in a note, the withdrawal of Jobh 
Whifple, Esq. from the councils of the Charterists. In his card of withdrawal, 
he intimates tnat he was pressed into the service by men who have treiicker'dnsilf 
abandoned him. The exact meaning of this complaint we do not pretend to vjk- 
derstand. But rumor, perhaps we should say conjectare, furnishes a solution, to 
this effect. Mr. Whipple, it is thought, consented to help the Charterists out of 
their difficulties, and gain the aid of Pres. Tyler, on condition that the " Al- 
gerine law'* should be suspended, arrests cease, and measures immediatiely be 
taken by the Charterists, to give the suffrage men a fair chance with their fel- 
low citizens in a new Convention for framing a free suffrage Constitution. 
Pres. Tyler, it is supposed, pledged his aid on the same implied condition, and 
on the pledge of Mr. Whipple that it should be complied witn. But finding that 
the pledge was not likely to be redeemed, Mr. Tyler first, and Mr. Whipple af- 
terwards, gave them up to their folly and their destiny. Whether these are the 
ikcts, we can not say. But RsprvderU men, and having in view the object we 
have attributed to them, (viz. the prevention of a precedent in Rhode Island for 
southern imitation,) this was the best course they could take. But the madness 
^of the Rhode Island Charterists seems likely to defeat them. The Rhode Island 
CoDstitntion will probably be sustained. 
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mgamM it — of taxing die disfranchized fnajaritif to foot the bill fbr the 
impleiBentB of their own butchery ! No ^ plunder" nor incendiarim 
eoald be charged 6n the *< respectable" allies of President Tyler* for 
Aatf For who hot <* fanatics" would suspect our slaveholding Presi. 
dent of patronizing piracy ? Who but they would deem it pillage to 
enslave and butcher the people by the aid of their own money ? And 
txiald not the example of European Governments, with their Lords 
QishqiSy be pleaded as precedent ? 

DIVIDED COUNCILS* 

No wonder that while these scenes were enacting, large masses of the 
•Constitutionalists should become disheartened, overawed, or at least 
Jed to the conclusion that still further forbearance, on their part, was 
flatter than a bloody conflict under such disadvantages. At an early 
period, before the rally at Providence, the 18th of May, a number of 
the State Officers, under the Constitution, resigned. Several others 
followed, soon after. They stated, in a printed card, over their own 
names, that they did not relinquish their principles nor their aims. 
Tbey still adhered to the Constitution, and affirmed its validity. They 
protested against the course of President Tyler. Yet, rather than 
plunge the country into a civil war, they would, for the present, and in 
nopes of the returning reign of reason, waive the exercise of their 
rights and retire from office. 

The Governor, the Secretary of State, and some others, thought 
proper to retain their stations, at all hazards. An interdict of trea«» ' 
son, to be sure, was hanging over them, as over their fellows, for the 
aiiiiple act of holding office under the Constitution of the people, and 
by vote of an acknowledged majority, or at least plurality of them. 
Some of them had been arrested and thrust into prison, llie Secre- 
itacy of State, William H. Smith, had been seized, but was at large, on 
batij awaiting his trial, if the insurgents retained power. A few only, 
at such a crisis, were determined on a war of self-defense. Gov. Dorr 
was reminded by them of his oath to support the Constitution, and 
yielded to their counsels. But the Suffrage newspaper — the Express 
•*— (unlike the presses of the Cbarterists,) was for peace. Tlius the 
ranks of liberty Were divided, while despotism presented an unbroken 

DESEBTIONS — ^IMPRESSMENTS, dsC. 

We would not affirm that the honorable motives we have ascribed 
lothe more peaceful among the Constitutionalists, should be conceded 
to all of their number. As in all similar cases, the cause of the peo* 
pie, while it appeared to be a rising cause, attracted sycophante who, in 
the hour of peril, deserted to the enemy, and became the most ferocioos 
among the persecutors of their old associates. It is instructive to no* 
tice the encomiums bestowed by the aristocratic writers on all soeh* 
ne^ are the men after their own hearts, and all . their affected love 
of liberty is forgiven, on the very easy condition of active hostility 
against it. 
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Thiere wan still another class, to say nothiDg of the numbers -whoM 
dassificatioo might be difficult. Suffrage men were forcibly impres- 
sed, it is said, into the Charter ranks. Military law was proclaimed, 
on the opening of the Chepachet expedition. Rather than be shot 
down, or imprisoned, or tried for crime, by a jury, not of their peers, 
but of the Zan(2holders — not a few would probably enter the Charter 
ranks ; or^at least. Jay down their Constitutional arms, and afterward* 
justify their course to their friends by the best arguments at band. 

DISADVANTAGES — STBATAGEMS. 

The Char.terists could command the well-drilled volunteer compa- 
nies of the cities who had been officered by themselves. The coun- 
try militia* from the same causes, would be chiefly under their con« 
trol. The arms, the arsenals, were wrongfully in their hands. The 
Constitutionalists who came together for self defense, came spontane- 
ously, promiscuously, unorganized, unofficered^ unprovisioned and mo- 
neyless. This proved them a rabble and made them outlaws — for the 
aristocracy recognise no ** law and order" but the Jaw of force and 
the order of patrician supremacy. The operatives in the factories— <- 
these could not, to any extent, quit their work and lose their wages and 
their places, to enter the army of the Constitutionalists. Loss of 
character with their employers, would be almost as formidable to 
them, with their families, as the loss of life. But their employers 
could parade themselves on the side of oppression without loss and 
without A blush ! The leading clergy stood ready to desecrate the 
temples of Jehovah with paeans to their patriotic daring — and if they 
dragged their unwilling dependants into their train, no cry of <* pillage 
and plunder" would annoy them. To plunder the poor of their bights 
was not accounted plunder. What like equality could there be in sjjck 
a struggle of the many against the few ? 

Add to all this, the deceptive rumors, ever and anon set afloat, by 
the designing, at conveiiiient seasons, that the aristocracy had relent, 
ed — that they were about to do justice — to reoogni28 the people's 
rights— -that negotiations for that object had been set on foot^-or 
that they had been completed. It was a false rumor of this kind that 
contributed to scatter the forces of Gov. Dorr at Providence, the 18th 
of May, and to send back many others to their homes, who were on 
the march to join them. Whenever the Pharaohs of Rhode Island, ei^ 
ther in pretense, or conscience-smitten, or panicstricken, announced 
their design to do justice, the confiding people gave them credit for 
honesty, fled to their tents, and could scarcely believe that the hearts 
of their opponents were again hardened. 

The reader probably understands, by this time, the secret of the 
minority triumph, by force of arms, in Rhode Island. And the story 
IB, in many ways, instructive. It shows how the great mass of the 
human family, the world over, are managed and ke|/t under. It 
•hows how little physical force can^ do for liberty, and how little de- 
pendence republicans should place on military (fefense, agejnst ty^ 
fanny. 
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-, '•'LAW AWD order" OP THE CHART1eBI8T8. - 

■ It WW *^ for law and order" that the aristocracy contended. '85 
they said. It was not against liberty — not against free suffrage— Ifaat 
they took up arms. Ob.no ! It was only in support of '* law a)i9 
order." ' "■ 

Triie it was — the kind of law and order contained in our National 
Declaration of self-evident truths, in lour Constitutions^ Bills of 
Rights, and Commentaries of Statesmen, purists and Theologians, did 
not seem much to their taste. They had discerned nothing biit 
symptoms of *' pillage and plunder" in all attempts to support these, 
put let them not be too hastily judged. Tastes differ. TtMJ^ 
most have had some beau ideal of ^* law and order" in theh 
own minds. It may be presumed to differ somewhat from the ** lair 
and order" promulgated by "the fag end of society"-i-l>y "the 'Off. 
scouring of all things" at a foundrt ! For what could that be bttt 
*< a farce"? What could its support be but « treason" ? 

The aristocracy have triumphed. Disorganization and anareh'jr 
have been put down. So they tell us. " The Deliverance of Rhode 
Island" has been celebrated with Thanksgivings. The anthems hate 
been sung — the organs played — the " Discourses" preached and 
printed. Aye ! And the garlands of roses, from the lily fingers of 
accomplished beauty, have been showered from the windows of ele- 
gant and carpeted saloons, upon the heads of the valiant victors, aa 
they marched along the paved streets. All is now as it should be. 
?«Law and order" are enthroned. They reign in Rhode Island. 
And gratulation among the aristocracy of the country, northern and 
ebuthern, political and ecclesiastical, are every where heard. ^^' 

We will look in, then, at the picture, and see how it ap|>eairiiL 
What is the law, and what is the order, that displaces the obnoxidttS 
Constitution of Rhode Island ? 

In the first place, you have the " Algerine law" — commonly bo 
called — the law already alluded to—the law forbidding the majority 
of the people, on pains and penalties, to assemble, in obedience to 
GodV commands, to "make judges and ofRcers in all their gati^io 
l^le the people with just judguient" — the law making it **a high 
crime and misdemeanor^^ for any man to permit his name to be used 
as a candidate tor office, and " TREASON" to accept an office when 
^ected by the majority of the people, under their own Constitution ? 

But this was not deemed sufficient without the proclamation of 
martial law, which Judge BInckstone defines to be, no law, bui tks 
suppression of all laws! Martial law was accordingly -proclaimed. 
And so the suppression of all laws is the " law and order" of the 
Charterists of R. Island ! This agrees perfectly with the tone of the 
Providence Journal, and of Henry Clay's Speech, as quoted akea^y- 
.** Martial law is rigidly enforced," says the Providence Journal, Of 
«faly 1. That is, according to Blackstone, thd suppression of all iaw 
is rigidly enforced ! 
: J^^ yet^ $)trange to tell ! One of the .very gravest cbai|;ei Ufged 
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(without proof) against €rov. Dorr, by President Wayland, is that he 
intended ** to take military possession of the city — to subject this 
whole people to martial law" — and the questioUi he says, was/*< whether 
we shall be governed by Constitutional laW| or trampled under foot by 
a lawless soldiery*" 

The reader will now judge which party it was that proposed the 
peaceful reign of « Constkutional law" and which it was that actually 
M suppressed" all law, and trampled upon the Constitution, by a <*lawless 
aoldiery." 

Let facts speak. — <<Martial law is rigidly enforced" at Warren. 
^Martial law is strictly enforced" at Woonsocket. [Providence 
Journal, July 1.] « We have arrested (at Woonsocket) about 60 pri- 
soners." — << Aaron White has escaped into Massachusetts. His father 
was seised this morning." — " On our way we pressed into our service^ 
every wagon and carriage thai toe overtook and met, which was done m 
conformity wUh ORDERS from HEAD-QUARTERS." [" Order," 
with a witness !] " The friends of order (! ? !) greeted us, every where 
with joyful countenances and spread good things before us." — " We 
think it proper to make a demonstration through the country, and 
may not be back, in some days." [Letter in Providence Journal, 
July lst.l 

Here wQ^ave a specimen of their doings, from their own pens and 
presses. It seems to have been regarded no '< pillage and plunder" to 
seize the wagons and horses of unoffending travelers, whoever they 
might be, suffrage men or not, Rhode Islanders or strangers, (for this 
was near the borders of Massachusetts.) >< The friends of law and 
order, greeted" the marauders " with joyful countenances" for all this ! 
They siezed whom they thought ^ proper^ and without civil warrant, 
jfor all civil law was ''suppressed" now. Aaron White was obliged 
to flee from the State. And whp is Aaron White? One of the 
most profound lawyers in Rhode Island — the man whose Constitutional 
argument presented to the State Anti^Slavery Convention of 1836 has 
been admired by -the first lawyers in the country. Aaron White, it is 
Co be presumed, could not have failed to see and exhibit the validity of 
the Rhode Island Constitution. Nothing but aq arrest under martial 
law could meet the arguments of such a man. And nothing but flight 
from the State could preserye bis freedom. His aged father, it seems^ 
fell into the hands of military « law and order." " Fifteen have been 
committed to our jair* June "SQth — says the Journal's Warren corre- 
#pondent^ 

A citiaenxitf Providence, under date of July 1st, writes an account 
4>f passing events to the editor of a New Hampshire paper, the Con- 
eord Herald of Freedom, from which we make a few extracts. 

<<£ver since the memorable 18feh of May, the aristocrats of the 
State, and their servile minions, have been busy in preparation, to ef. 
Ibetually crush Gov. Dorr, and destroy the Government, of which he 
is the lawful and Constitutional head." 

¥ Oft the 36th olt., there was no Sabbath in Rhode Idand. AH was 
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aaccrcfay ind confusion. Many of the shopa and slores weie open, 
and Ofie pious, active professor of religion was engaged in publio 
trade ! Where are the rules and discipline of the church ? Set aside 
hy* Martial Later'' 

** A deacon of one of the Baptist chutches said, in my hearing, when 
speaking of marching to Gov. Dorr's encampment, '< we must go de« 
termined to make a dean sweep /^' 

** But farther— ;/r«edom of speech has been stifled. A free and puhw 
Kc expression of opinion upon the great question of impartial liberty,r 
is a crime, to be punished by Court Martial judges. Take an inw 
Stance. Our mutual friend Abel Tanner, in the hearing- of a purs^- 
proud aristocrat, remarked that the Charter Government was a palpak 
bla despotism, — an usurpation — a tyranny. — < Stop,' says Mr. Aris» 
tocrat, <if you. indulge in expressions like those, derogatory to Gov- 
ernment, I shall send for a file of sokliers and have you arrested/ 
Many individuals are now confined, within yonder prison wall% 
against whom no other accusation can be preferred than, that at eom^ 
timothy have advocated the cause of the oppressed. A minister of 
the Gospel delivered, a short time since, a discourse embodying hti 
Tiews upon the suffrage question. His words were bulletined, and 
yesterday he was marched through our streets a pinioned captive.**^ 
But Db. Wayla^nd, Ds. Ctbus Mason, Dr. Mabk Tucker, and 
Parson Vinton can advocate freely and blasphemously, tyranny ond^ 
savage oppression — against such there is no law. A-round and avter' 
lliis captive minister, brother ministers and private Christians, stood 
as guards. 

^The ConstituHonal rights of our peaceable, unoffending dtUfitnehuvtf 
been repeatedly and outrageously violated. Their houses have bsm' 
entered and searched for arms, and of thdr goods they have been dei* 
iqpotled." 

** On Monday, the 27th ult., the forces of the Charter party» aboat 
d,000 strong, were marched, some in direction of Gov. Dbrr's ea^ 
cUmpment, others to Pawtucket and to Woonsooket, others to their 
pests, and the remainder, constituting a majority of the city foveesi t^ 
their homes. On the evening of the same day a Proclamation was iiN 
saed by Gov. Dorr, disbanding his troops, and requesting the authorii^ 
ties of the State to permit them to retire peaceably to their honiess. 
6ov« Dorr immediately withdrew, of which movement the landbold* 
ers had abundant and conclusive proof. But they nevertheless, oea^ 
tinned their march, capturing all who happened to fall in their way-— 
sending out scouts, until they approached Gov. Dorr's camp.- Thft' 

* Whether this is the case of Rev. Mr. Wakefield, Methodist minister and 19^ 
sistant Post Master in Cumberland, or whether it is another, we can not mfy>^ 
The Republican Herald, of Aag. 27, contains the particulars 6f Mr. WakefinA' 
arrest by armed men — the rifling of his wife's bureau drawers, her band-bozM^- 
and lodging apartments— Mr. W .'s imprisonment at Providence, with 13 otberag' 
in aeeU&feet by 13, etc. etc! Fit cause uf " thanksgivings" by Rev. Vttx 
Tucker and Wayiend— with sound of " organs !" 
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•couiing party Iselng some distance in advance of the main body— • 
knowing to their perfect satisfaction that Gov. Dorr had quit, valiant- 
]y stormed the fort^ triumphantly entered it, captured some half dozen 
pieces of rusty ordnance, a baggage and provision wagon, a score or 
twa of * mttrderous^ pikes, a few muskets, some barrels of powder and 
pfovisions, and a fi*ee suflfrage banner. Call you not this a glorious 
victory ? Guards were immediately stationed, scouting parties sent 
ouU houses searcJiedf B.nd every person, who even squinted towards the 
suffrage cause was arrested. At Woonsocket several persons have- 
been captured and triumphanth marched into the city. At Pawtuck^ 
et blood ha» been shed — Massachusetts blood too. A guard was on 
the evening of the 27th ult. stationed at the bridge, the dividing line 
between the States, when a gang of boys attempted to pass, but being 
stopped, began to stone the sentinels. A crowd of spectators was 
soon collected, some of whom participated in the affray. The senti- 
jfgh instead of firing upon those causins: the dtsturbance, fired into 
ibe crowd of unoffending spectators, kiUing one man, and wounding 
several others. Thus a wife has been widowed — eight children or- 
phaned, and an immortal soul precipitated into eternity. So far as 
fro can learn but two lives have. been lost* But who shall estimate the 
eountless value of those tv)o ? 

: '< About Udo hundred prisoners have been taKen, and are during this 
aidtry weather confined in cells not more than ten feef square — 
TVMLy^ individuals in a cell. At the time announced for their en* 
tmnce intO' the city, our streets and public buildinjg^s were filled with 
crowds of men and women. As they marched through the square pin- 
Wied and guarded by the brave heroes of a bloodless unf ought battle 
•-rAbouts were raised^-f^kerchiefs waved--^ wreaths and bouquets of 
flowers were showered upon the soldiers. Smiles of demon triumph 
played upon the countenances of pious Christians, and mild, tender 
beiuted womenr* We had supposed that if humanity had a dwelling 
place upon earth, it was in woman's heart. How mistaken ! Here 
were fathers, husbands, sons and brothers, ruthlessly torn from the 
arms and society of affectionate mothers, wives, sisters and children. 
But in the hearts of the females of Providence they shared not a sym* 
ptUbising emotion. Not a tear had they to shed for the poor and op^ 
pressed. When informed that some of these prisoners would probably 
be shoty the taunting smile and cruel jest plainly told of a hardened 
hear^ and a seared conscience." 

The following account is copied from the Bay State Democrat, of 
August 24th. 

« Justice in Rhode Island. * No man shall be required to give 
evidence against himself ^-^^so says the common law, so says the De- 
claration of Rights, and so says the Constitution of the United States. 
Now for the practice in Rhode Island. During the last month, some 



• We have the same facts essentially, in the Charter ist papers, set off with 
sat airs of gratulation and triumph 1 Sad proofs of humaa depravity ! 
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hundredsof our fellow citizens have been seized without warrant, pre* 
cept or process, or any charge of crime or offense, bound and cast into 
foul and crowded dungeons, without any hope of release until they 
have given an account of themselves, or, in other words, until they 
have made some confessions that shall criminate themselves or their 
friends. Disguise it as they may, these examinations before tho 
^ Lords Commissaoners,' (a tribunal first invented for the punishment 
of the poor Covenanters, under Charles II., now for a time introduced 
into this country,) are neither more nor less than confessions extorted 
by torture, and as such can never be entitled to a moment's consider- 
ation, in any common law court. In this way, the unhappy victiiiM 
are made to criminate not only themselves but others, not present* 
We detest the whole course of proceeding before the * high commis* 
eioners,' as illegal, unconstitutional and inhuman. We attach no 
confidence whatever to confessions thus extorted. We know of one 
instance, at least, wherein an individual against whom evidence waa 
endeavored to be found in this way, who, in pity to the eufierings of the 
prisoners, sent them his full peimission to tell all the truths which they 
knew, and all the lies which they could invent about him, which might 
afford them any relief.'^ . . 

The following paragraphs are from a semi-monthly paper, entitled 
«( John the Baptist," edited and published by John TiIlinghaBt, Prov. 
idence, July 8th. ^ 

«* SHOCKING. — When the prisoners were brought into Providenoe 
last week, we saw a sight that was shocking to our feelings and stirred 
up our mind more than any thing we had heard or seen. We saw 
among the prisoners a number of professed Christiuns-^many of them 
our familiar acquaintances and friends — a number of Old Baptists, 
Freewill Baptists and Methodists, tied together with ropes and driven 
along the street by a band of soldiers, and we saw among the soldiers 
many of our Old Baptist brethren ! We felt horror-stricken when 
we saw Old Baptist brethren with guns and swords, driving Old Bap* 
tist brethren to prison, with their hands tied with ropes ; and they 
were brethren, too, whom we could hardly be made to believe had tak- 
en up arms on either side. On making inquiry into the case, we found 
that these brethren were at meeting last Sabbath, and soon after the 
meeting commenced, before the minister had closed his prayer, a num- 
ber of armed men marched up before the meeting-house, and some 
one cried out, < A press gang.' This was enough. The meeting was 
frightened into confusion — a number of the brethren jumped out of the 
windows — a portion made their escape, some one way and some anoth- 
er. There was a general cry among the women, and in a confused 
state, the meeting was broken up. The brethren ran to the woods. 
While they were dispersing, some one cried out, * Firo !' which in. 
creased the alarm. Some fled to Masssichusetts, some hid in tho 
woods, some in barns, and some fled to Dorr's camp. Thus in their 
flight they were scattered. Some were taken prisoners on the way. 

10 
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Ob exadiination it was found that they had not taken up arms on ei- 
ther side^ and they were released the next aflternoon. * * 

** ^ I was sick and in prison, and ye visited me noU* 

** This was the language of our Savior in the description of the 
final judgment, and he made the acts of kindness shown to his breth- 
fen a test of character to tell whether they were suitable for heaven 
or everlasting punishment. 

M Last Sal^th morning we visited the State's prison. Our object 
was to see the prisoners and preach to them, if we could gain permis- 
-non. The thought never entered our mind that we could not have the 
privilege of visiting them, till Sunday morning : but on going to the 
prison we found the gate guarded by an armed man. We requested 
permission to enter and see the prisoners, but he informed us that it was 
contrary to their regulations. Then we asked if he thought it would 
be objected to by the keeper to let us preach to the prisoners. He 
said such a thing was not allowed. 

** We turned away and walked home, thinking, * How can we obey 
our Savior V But inasmuch as we bad shown a willingness to do 
his will, there was no more required. We feel to cast no reflections 
upon the authorities, but state the fact to show that our garments are 
free from guilt in this thing."* 

Things went on swimmingly with the Charterists now. Any 
upstart youngster, who could shoulder a musket and vociferate ** law 
<md ijrdXTj^ could sally out, at pleasure, and, accosting, perhaps, one 
of the most venerable and peaceful men in the town or the city, could 
peremptorily order him to shoulder his musket and join the ranks of 
the Charterists. He might be opposed to that party. No matter. That 
was probably the very reason why he was accosted. He might be 
^nscienciously opposed to all violence. That made no difference* 
If he, demurred, tbat was proof enough of his «< treason." He miist 
shoulder his musket, or, as a merciful alternative, he might take his 
shovel and go and work on the military entrenchment. If he declin- 
ed doing either, he must go to jail, or before the city council. Mus« 
ket, shovel, jail, or city council were the only alternatives for his se- 
lection. 

This is no fancy sketch — ^no solitary instance— no unusual occur- 
rence. 

Now was the harvest time of << revenge," as well as << pillage." Old 
grudges, from whatever origin, of years' standing, were raked up, and 
had their summary gratification, now. — « Order reigns in Warsaw," 
0aid the Russian Autocrat << Order reigns in Rhode Island," said the 
Charterists. It was like the order of the slave plantation. Any 
Charterist might say or do what he pleased to a Constitutionalist, and 
there was no redress — « no law but the suppression of all laws.'^ 
— ^-^^— ^— ^^^^^— ^— — - — ' -- - - -^ — - — ■ — .-'- — 

* The Republican Herald of Aug. S4th, speaks of it as among the "admitted 
facts" that <^wemen have been denied an admittance to see their husl^ds and 
sons in prison." 
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Lone women were required to reveal the retreat of their husbands 
and brothers. If they demurred or plead ignorance, they were insultt 
edf threatened, and sometimes, it is saidf wound^, with weapons^ 

Parties of << lawless soldiery" at Chepachet and elsewhere, select* 
ed what houses they pleased, for their lodging, without leave and with- 
out ceremony — helped themselves or ordered the inmates to wait on 
them — devoured what they liked — knocked about and destroyed the 
furniture — occupied the beds, and left the families to stand upt or 
find accommodationsf as they could. Thus, at least, testifies common 
report, and if such testimony may be relied on, other insults werf 
sometimes offered which we shall not .now attempt to record. Those 
who have read human history and know what, is human nature, and 
human conduct, where there is *< no law hut the iupjpression of aU law** 
those who mark the profligate tone of the Providence Journal, will need 
no formally drawn or legcdly attested affidavits to certify them of the 
particulars. If they can boastfully write and print what we have cop- 
ied, it needs no gifted seer to tell us what were their unwritten doings. 
In times when decent, sober, and professedly Christian men can 
speak fkmiliarly of shooting down a suffrage man, and say it would 
be right, we can infer how a band of hair-brained young soldiers 
would conduct, when removed from restraint* 

Af any things we do know^ They were too public to be disputed* 
These, by .way of specimen. Individuals that had never taken arms, 
were arre^t^d, fragged to prison, or some times before what was call- 
ed the city council, sometimes they would be released, after examin- 
ation, and scarcely could they reach their homes, before they would 
be arrested again, and canried back— for they had no record of acquit- 
tal to show, and any other person that took the fancy — with or without 
a knowledge of the former arrest, and without any warrant, could ar- 
rest the same person over and over again. In some instances they 
were arrested a number of times. 

Let it be carefully noted that it was afler and amidst outrages and 
enormities like these — yes ! and in joyous commemoration,of them and 
to celebrate the bravery of these exploits, that the public Thanksgiving 
of July 21st, by Proclamation of the Charter authorities, was held, and 
laudatory discpurses preached and published by Rev. Doctors Tucker 
and Wayland. This, it seems, is the << law and order" that they sup- 
posed is taught in Romans xiiL 1, and 1 Peter ii. 13. 

FREEDOM OF SPEECH, AND OF TBE PBESS. 

One feature of the prevailing ** law and order" was too prominent 
and notorious to foe mistaken. As it was ^ the suppression of all 
laws," so it was the suppression of freedom of tpeechf and of the 
press.. Even as early as the Idth of May, when we passed through 
the State, and ^pent a day in Providence, we saw enough to convince 
118 that worthy and Christian citizens felt themselves safe, only by 
' preserving silence. But this was before the complete triumph of 
M law and order," now under review. To speak a word against the 
Charter usurpation^ was to be promptly charged with ^ treason !" 
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The Express, the orgaii of the Constitutionalists, though its pre- 
vailing voice had been for peace, even to the last, was marked as one 
of the first victims of aristocratic triumph. The watch. word went 
forth that it should stop — and it did stop. As to the mode of the sup. 
pression, there are two accounts. One account was given us by a 
respectable lawyer in Boston, who had just heard it, he said, from one 
of the gentlemen connected with the Express office. His statement 
was, that armed men presented themselves at the entrance to the 
printing office, and demanded thai the pdblication should cease, or 
they would throw the types into the street. Another version is, that 
the landholder^ the Charterist, who owned the building, peremptorily 
ordered the printingto ceiUie, and, with a similar threat. Under martial 
law, as wielded by every t!]?harterist against every Constitutionalist* 
this process amounted, in essence, to the same thing, as before related. 
This was eaiiy in July. The paper, we believe, has not appeared 
since. 

The Case of Bexjamin Cowell, Esq., of Providence, furnishes 
another striking illustration in point. Mr. Cowell is a lawyer by pro- 
fession, of highly respectable connections. He is son-in-law to the 
late Hon. Jeremiah B. Howell, Senntor in Congress. Being of retired, 
studious and literary habits, and seldom taking any active part in po- 
litics, he had had nothing to do with the suffrage movement, previous 
to the adoption of the Constitution, in December 1841. As an inteU 
ligent and candid looker on, he could not but become convinced of the 
fact, that a majority of the people had regularly formed and adopted 
a State Constitution. As a law-abiding citizen, he felt in duty bound 
to give in his adhesion to it. Disposed to exercise, as usual, the 
elective franchise, he cast his vote for State officers, under the lawful 
Constitution. We infer that his vote was given for Gov. Dorr, as 
there was no opposing candidate, and such a man as Mr. Cowell 
could not but be sensible ^hat a candidate equally qualified and de- 
serving soppoi't, has seldom, if ever, been offered to the voters of 
Rhode Island. The truly republican and Christian features of the 
Constitution appear, likewise, to have made a favorable impression on 
his mind. 

Who (that has not fathomed the depths of aristocratic malignit3r) 
would have supposed that for no fault but this, the " wealth^' of the 
city would have been roused against Mr. Cowell — that his << charac- 
ter^ would have been assailed — his ** motives aspersed" — and that he 
would have found it necessary to write a pamphlet ^ in self-defense — 
to vindicate his own reputation t" Tet such seem to have been the 
facts. And the task was ably performed. In ^^ a Letter," addressed 
^ to the Hon. Samuel W. King, late Governor of Rhode I^and," 
0ome time in May, Mr. Cowell grappled with the great Constitutional 
question involved, with a masterly hand, and in a truly dignified and 
manly tone. 

But did this heal the breach, or appease aristocratic anger ? Far 
otherwise. True, he had ezpreiM»d bis doubts of the <• esBpediency of 
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fte su&ra^ moremeiiis,'* but he tiad successfully vindicated their 
**'legalHy/^ This was touching the sore in the tender spot. For th« 
argument could not he answered. If it could have been, we should 
have found some of the John Whipples, the legal advisers of the Cbar- 
terists, (or some of their chaplains, the Waylands, the Tuckers and 
the Vintons,) coming to their rescue. 

But what was lacking in the argument was made up by mariM 
lav) ! Mr. Cowell had proved the Constitution to be legally valid and 
binding. The resort of its opponents was ^ the suppression of all 
laws" — their revenge for so foul a crime as the vindication of Con- 
stitutional law, was to make him an outlaw. The <^ law and order" 
80 piously celebrated by Sermons and Thanksgivings, found out how 
to dispose of Mr. Cowell. He had never consented, so far as wo 
know, to stand as a candidate for office, under the Constitution — h# 
had never accepted office under it — and so « the Algerine law" had 
not sufficient terrors for him. He had never taken up arms, and 
could not, on this, or any other account, l^e arrested for treason, unless 
aU law was suppressed ! But when this consummation was reached^ 
Mr. Cowell was made to understand his position. The Letter to Exi* 
Governor King was considered by some of his opponents to be trea» 
Bonable. They said tb^y would have him arresteid, and so he fled: 
from the State to escape from them ! 

MISCBLLANEOUS ITEUS. 

At Bristol, the house of a Charter ist was entered, through mistake,. 
by the *' law and order" patrol, and in the absence of the owner, who 
was supposed to "have been a Constitutionalist, his lady was required 
to produce the keys of his bureau, which was done, and they rum- 
maged the contents at their leisure. On a discovery, afterwards, of 
their mistake, in assaulting a <* law and order man," they made am 
iapology for their rudeness. 

Old and highly respectable farmers, on the Island, could not market 
<their commodities in Newport, without encountering indignities and 
Jibuse, and danger of arrest. They, therefore, changed their market 
town to New Bedford, Massachusetts. 

Two meals a day, of coarse fare, were allowed the prisoners at Pro* 
vidence and Newport. At the latter place, the^riends of the priscn^ 
ers were, in one instance, at least, denied, for a time, the privilege of 
banding their friends an additional supply. 

Strangers, from other States, were often suspected, insulted and 
.threatened — in some cases arrested, without cause. The case of Mr* 
Hoskins, of N. Hampshire, imprisoned at Providence, has excited the 
public attention. — We have just heard of another case, in which a 
citizen of Central New York, (as is stated,) was arrested at Newport, 
for no crime but boarding with a suffrage man, which brought him 
under suspicion. He was imprisoned — released — insulted again — and 
after many vexations, chiefly from this cause, (being a man of nerv- 
otis temperament,) escaped from his persecutors by suicide. Our in- 
fornmnt, a worthy and well known citizen of our own neighborhoodf 
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a deacon of a Presbyterian churchy just returned from a visit to R. 
Islandy was likewise threatened hiiB«ielfy and was often caationed 
against expressing his opinions, too freely. 

A Baptist minister, near Newport* having offended *<law and or« 
der/' by preaching in favor of peace, found his house invaded by six 
men with bayonets — was arrested — marched to head-quarters — ^re- 
leased — arrested by others again — marched away — and again re- 
leased. Whether arrested a third time, we are not certain. 

*< LAW AND OBDBR'' CANONIZED. 

Turn now to the Thanksgiving Sermon of the Rev. Dr. Tucker, de- 
livered July 21st, in the midst of these scenes, and in triumphant and 
laudatory and grateful commemoration of them !. At a time "when the 
marching and countermarching of his own eulogized soldiers on the 
Sabbath, their lawless and riotous breaking*up of public worship, and 

£eir arrest of the worshipers on that day, without even the forms of 
w, were regarded as matters of course ; when churches, (according 
to $ome accounts,) as well as the University, were converted by them 
into soldiers' barracks, observe the language of the preacher. Wit- 
ness his affected zeal for the Sabbath, (p. 12,) and his attempt to cast 
odium on the suffrage men, because somebody, in no way connected 
with them, and in another State, had written against the divine autho- 
rity of the Sabbath ! And hear him add, •< Let us bless God, to-day, 
that we are under WHOLESOME LAWS, that OUR ALTARS 
have NOT BEEN POLLUTED",! 

We must not fail to contrast the <* law and orderV reigning in R. 
{aland, and celebrated by Qrs. Tucker and Wfiyland, with that guar« 
antied to all American citizens by the Cpn^ftitutton of the U. States — 
Ihe paramount law of the land : securing, as it does, .f ,the right of 
jt^ people to keep and have arms",^ — « the right of the people to be 
/wcure in their persons, houses, papers and effects, against all 
unreasonable searches and sei^^ures.'^ jCompare these Constitu- 
tional guaranties with the lawless riots of the Charterists of Rhode 
Island — then hear them proclaim a Thanksgivipg, and see them as- 
semble, with their high priest. President Wayland, at their head. 
Hear him read homilies on the danger of anarchy, and the blessings 
i^f government. An^ boar him say — 

<* The proclamation which has invited us to set apart this day for 
|he purposes of grateful acknowledgment, was but the utterance of 
that feeling which pervaded every spirit. I give thanks unto God, that 
it is SQ. ' JiE is becoming a people loving JUSTICE, and hating 
WRONG { It is meet that, after RISING AS ONE MAN, [note, 
here, the endorsement of the Doctor to the UNITY of the move- 
ment !] to vindicate the claims of liberty and LAW ! [in what man- 
ncTf the preceding statements of facts show !] to defend our country 

. * The ''searches and seizures" were commonly made ander pretense of 
searching for arms, which, when foand, as in a few cases, (fowling pieces, etc.) 
ikef were taken awaj, of coarse. . 
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from tfnarcAy, and our hearths from violation, we should first, and 
above all, render the praise of our deliverance unto God/' 

" CLAM-BIXES." 

Nothing is more notorious than that, during the period Under cotf- 
iideration, no public meeting for political objects could be held, how- 
ever peacefully, by any citizens, except Charterists, in Rhode Island. 

In order to enjoy that privilege, a " dam-hake,^* or pic-nic party, of 
ladies and gentlemen, was held down the river, near the oyster aiid 
clam beds, on the Massachusetts side / The same << Republican' Her*" 
aid" (of Aug. 10,) that contained the Charter Governor King's sus 
pension (under date of Aug. 8,) for 23 days, of the martial law, pro. 
claimed June 25th, adventured to publish, likewise, the resolutionir 
adopted at this gathering of Rhode Islanders in Massachusetts, very 
prudently suppressing the names, which, it may be inferred, the par- 
ties concerned did not think it prudent to give. Tet the resolutions 
would da honor to any citizens of a free nation. 

PRETEXTS. 

From the Republican Herald, evidently cautious and prudent, as it 
is,* we glean many curious particulars. One way in which " Law 
and Order" contrived to find a pretext for its despotism, and its bar- 
barity, was to keep up mock excitements about pretended attempts to 
fire the city, too ridiculous to impose upon sane minds. Nero, it ia 
eaid, could not consummate his bloody designs against the Christians* 
till he had made the ignorant believe that they had attempted to burp 
the city. 

AirOTHSK PBOPeSBD OON8TITT7TION ! — THE « BBGITLAS MOtfKS'* OF 

^RMIN0 IT ! 

Hundreds of (Citizens were under arrest, or in prison — others on 
bail. A much larger number, it is believed, were scattered in other 
States, and some of them, including the lawful Governor, for some 
time in a state of concealment* 

Such a state of things, it appears, was the very best time for '< Law 
md Order" to give the State a new Constitution to its own liking, in- 
stead of the hated Constitution of the People. The vote of the Char- 
ter Assembly, for the call, was passed, if we mistake not, at the June 
session. Care was taken, of course, that the p.p[K)rtionment'Of dele- 
gation to the Convention should partake of the time honored inequal- 
ity, so essential to minority supremacy. With this advantage in their 
jTavor, aided by << Algerine" and martial law, with the leaders of ihfb 



• After the suppression of the " Express^" the " Republican Herald" began to 
publish some of the passing occurrences, but soon after announced that it had 
been taught that " the truth was not to be spoken at all times." It deelinei} pub- 
lishing the particulars of outrages committed by the Charteri^-ts, during the reign 
of the ruling dynasty. A leading citizen declared that "the paper was fillet 
wUh treason,— that the types ought to be thrown out of the windows/' addii^ 
"he would be one to help do it!" 
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Consititutionalists in prison or in exile, and with the dread of arrest 
hanging over the remainder,''' they could afibrd to call a Convention 
of the People — and fhagnanimously win the applause of pseudo-abO" 
litionists by parmitting^their colored domestics to vote with them !f 
Some significant queries in the Republican Herald, of July 23d, we 
subjoin. 

<< Does not the Governor and CotmcUof this State, at the present time, 
hold a power above all law ? 

** tf that be true, do we not live under an absolute despotism ? 

** Is it intended by the absolute Government of Rhode Island, to con^ 
imue the martial law until, after the next election — thereby compelling 
jmen to vote vnth the fear of violating laws they do not know or under - 
Mand? 

** Dare men assemble for peaceable purposes ? 
. ** Dare the People assemble and ask their Rulers how long this arbi- 
trary government is to last ? 

« Dare the People meet to memorialize Congress on the present state 
€f things ? 

** Witt they doit 1 

** Dare the People meet to appoint committees for the various puT' 
jposes required in the approaching election ? 

« Wiii it be attempted /" 

The tone of response to these queries, in subsequent numbers of the 
Herald, the hints of the Editor, and the resolutions of the R. Island 
■*• clam-bakb" in Massachusetts, made ** the farce" of the Convention 
movement, under martial law, too glaring, even to the eyes of the 
Charterists themselves. But the suspension of martial law for only 
28 days, barely including the time to choose delegates, with the ter- 
ror of its return hanging over them — with the «« Algerine law" still 
in force, and with the best citizens of the State in exile for the crime 
.of writing and voting* and while new arrests were taking place, made 
the suspension as farcical as the measures that had preceded it. The 
suffrage men in Rhode Island wisely determined to have nothing to do 
vith the Convention, nor with the choice of delegates to attend it. 
Why should they, under such disadvantages, and suffering such in- 
, suits?- And while they knew they had a republican Constitution, 
lawfully, peacefully and equitably framed abd adopted by the people 
themselves ?j: * 



♦ Said a French Colonel at the head of his regiment—" I wonld not, for the 
world, interfere with the freedom of elections. But I give you distin«ly to un- 
derstand, that the soldier who will not vote for General Bonaparte to be first Con- 
sul, shall be shot !" 

t Yet the Charter Mayor of Providence, it is said, has since refused the ase of 
the Qld Town House, for a colored man to celebrate the glorious^rrf of Augvit, 
Colored men may support despotism, but not liberty ! 

X We see in the Rephblican Herald of Aug. 20th, a notice of another " Clam- 
bake" of the " friends of equal rights," to be held at " Medbury's Grove," in 
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TRAITS OF TTRAXT8. 

President VVayland is ready to ^ blush" at the tlM>ught that leadins 
men amoo^ the Charterista have been <* denounced.A8 tyrants ana 
oppressors !" Bat by what works and characteristics shall tyrants 
and oppressors be known ? Let ni listen again to Dr. Emmons. 

" Chod rtderSf who sincerely desire to promote the public good, haro 
Qothing to fear from the voice of the people, and consequently, kava 
no disposUion to stifle iL But all bad rulers are AFRAID of the 
voice of the people, and wish to deprive them of freedom of speech, 
lest they should remonstrate against their ambitious and nefarious 
DESIGNS. It has always been the policy of despotic rulers to sup* 
press the liberty of speech, on political subjects." >* Those rulers^ 
therefore, who endeavor to destroy the liberty of speech on political 
subjects, plainly discover a, tyrannical spirit^ and give the people just 
ground to fear that they are actually seeking; to strip them of aU Ihtir 
rights, and subject them to ABSOLUTE SLAVERY. They may 
attempt ta destroy the right of remonstrance, or restrain liberty of 
speech respecting the public mieasures of public men, by sophistry, ar- 
tifice or threats. They may artfully insinuate, that if the people pri* 
vately complain or publicly remonstrate, they manifest disaffection, 
disrespect and disobedience, towards those whom they ought to es* 
teem, revere and obey. If this sophistry fail of answering their pur. 
pose, they may tiirow out terrible threats, and positively declare that 
all compliiints and remonstrances are the high crimes of treeuon and 

rebtllion.^* r'< This language ought to be alarming to a people in a 

free government, and put tliem on their guard against those who 
would seduce or awe them into silence."* 

Emnums' Sennons, Vol. 11, pp, 270, 271. 

Mnaachuzetts, Aug. 30th, which contains the foUciwinp: " ultra" and " fanatical" 
regulation* " No intoxicating drinks will be allowed on the grounds" The 
wine-drinking aristocracy will doubtless read fresh proofs of anarchy and m&* 
del^y in the movement. 

* In quoting so frequently from Dr. Emmons, we wouM not be understood as 
endorsing all his political opinions. Perhaps he was not, in all respects, self- 
consistent, in his honest and generally successful efforts, to guard against des- 
potic power and against anarchy. These he seems to have regarded as opposite 
extremes^ rather than as different forms, and incidentally diverse developments of 
the saine thing: namely, a disregard of inalienable human rights, whether by the 
many or by the few. With his view,' which is the cammouly prevalent one, it 
was not strange that Dr. Emmons,*in company with many of his times, should 
ineline to the iheorv of " a mixed government," of which so much was then said 
\ff the admirers of 'the British Constitution, which our fathers had been accus- 
tomed to look upon, as the palladium of their liberties— their safe-guard against 
despotic encroachment. The atheism and the anarchy, (or, to speak quite as pre- 
perly, the despotism,) of the French Revolutionists, whose leaven had begun to 
spread, more or les«, in this country, and who never understood true Christian 
democracy, inclined such men as Dr. Emmons to throw the weight of their in- 
fluence on the other side of what they considered the balancg between the twoex- 
tremes ; to look with a sort of reluctant suspicion on absolute popular sove- 
reignty ; to imagine that, somewhere in the political system, there must be pla- 
ced a check upon iu exercise \ and consequently to regard unmixed democracy 

11 
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The next time President Wayland feels inclined to << blush," it is 
to be hoped that it will be in view of the despotic and barbarous and 
lawless acts to which he has lent bis cpuntenance and sanction. 

In contrast with, the sentiments of Dr. Emmons, it may be well to 
present those of Rev. Dr. Tucker, in his Thanksgiving Sermon, at 
Providence, July 21st, entitled <* the Deliverance of Rhode Island.'* 
After naming three writers, neither of whom are residents in Rhode Is- 
landt and stating that one- of them, *< more reckless than the rest^*' had 
<< called the constituted authorities* of R. Island tyrants and usurp- 
ersy" he adds : — 

'** These are living men, and what must be the state of morals and 
public sentiment, when they unblushingly and without prosecution, 
erect their batteries against all that is sacred,'' &dc. 6dc. 

; And again — " It is now acknowledged that it was a capital mistake 
to suffer these men (meaning the Constitutionalists) to forestall the 
public mind." [Discourse, p. 14.] 

Tes ! Strange to tell ! Those who call the Charterists of Rhode 
Island ** usurpers and tyrants," are « living men" — they have neither 
been shot nor hanged! And they go without *' prosectUionf" too! 
Fresh proofs of declining << morals," and vitiated « public sentiment.'' 
But then they << live" out of Rhode Island — where <* law and order," 
after the model of Drs. Wayland and Tucker," and with the sanc- 
tion of Pres. Tyler, and his Secretary of War, have not yet been es- 
tablished ! ' 

<' Law and« Order" made << a capital mistake," doubtless, in not 
patting on the screws, sooner, before ''the pul^lic mind" had become 
So much infected with the heresy of the « Dorr party," as to let the 
reprovers of Samuel W. King and William Blodgett go unprosecuted 
and unhanged ! 

THE CONTRAST — AGAIN* 

In sober earnest. Let the render contrast the course of the ** law 
and order" party, as they boastfully call themselves, with that of ^tf 
men whom they would represent as disorganizing, ferocious and law- 
less. When did the Constitutionalists, the really <* constituted autho- 
rities of Rhode Island" betray any propensity — any desire to suppress 
freedom of speech — to put down by prosecution and by threats, their 



as the natural ally pf disor4er. — It is manifest that quotations in favor of popular 
sovereignty, from the writings of such a man, one of the moral and intellectual 
giants of his day, come to us with the double weignt of xvthority «nd of doN- 
cfisaoN. Such. men, were they now on the stage of action, would regard with 
double horror and disgust, the despotic anarchists who wield " the suppression of 
all law" in Rhode Island. Both the apparent extremes^ against whicn such nien 
as Dr. Emmons labored, unite signally and visibly in the Charterists, proving 
the unity of despotism and anarchy, in factf as well as in philosophy, 

. * The Doctor made a trifling mistake here. Itw:asnotthe "constituted^** 
JkA the ttTiconstituted authorities that WBre thus described. . It is the Doctor and 
'Uf friends that traduce the " constipated* authorities, and wage war against the 

Otnstitutidn itself! 
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jpolitioal opponents— -insurgents against the lawful government though 
.they were ? Read the Message of Gov. Dorr, and examine the acts of 
the Constitutional Legislature. Contrast them with the language of 
j)r. Tueker. And when, at length, in self-defense, and to gain poi* 
session of the public archives, lawlessly withheld firom them, a few of 
them took up arms — and when their enemies were in their hands, 
compare their lenity and forbearance with the ruthless rigor and bar- 
barism of their opponents. 

It would indeed be strange, if, in times of public commotion, howev- 
er produced, there.should not be some lawless men, on both sides, and 
wanton outrages committed, by way of retaliation and otherwise, by the 
party on whose side might be the right of the controversy, (and the 
majority,) as well as by the original aggressors. And this is among 
the many reasons why pubKc disputes should not be tested by milita- 
ry violence, which is indeed outrage, of itself. But the Charter pa- 
pers, themselves, bear sufficient testimony to the comparative mode- 
ration of their opponents. The eagerness with which the arrest of 
three or four Charterist spies was magnified into a terrible outrage, 
and the prominence given to the story that an active Constitutionalist 
had been guilty of an attempt at highway robbery, when the imputed 
offense, real or unreal, was committed after his desertion from the 
Constitutionalists, and while he was in the employ of the Charterists 
themselves-^-these and similar exhibitions of effort to make something 
terrific out of almost nothing at all, when placed by the side of such 
details as have now been presented, are among the most eloquent at- 
testations of the general sobriety, order and peacefulness of the Con- 
stitutionalists. Had they committed many outrages, such as wer6 
common with the Charterists, there would have been no occasion lb 
manufacture or dress up the silly stories that have been put into oif- 
culation« 

But the direct tendency of despotism, on the part of the few, is to 
inoduce ferocity, on the part of the many. And if such results had 
been, or should yet be, witnessed in Rhode Island, all men of reflec- 
tion and candor will understand where the principal responsibility 
properly rests. 

ABISTOORATtO ARTIFICB. 

The aristocracy, whose injustice occasions public commotions, are 
ever ready to seize upon and proclaim the fact of their existence, even 
when the outrages are committed chiefly or wholly by themselves, and 
to urge their existence as a reason why a ** stronger government*' 
should be established. The editorial fomenters of the great riots 
against the abolitionists in 1834-5 in New York City and elsewhere, 
very gravely discussed in their papers, aflterwards, the evils of popu- 
lar comfhotions, and craftily threw out intimations that a popular gov- 
ernment would not, perhaps, be found sufficiently energetic to protect 
property in the cities from riotous outrage ! We were looking bt 
similar developments in Rhode Island, and have not been disappoint, 
ed. We have it on good authority, that not a few of the Charterists 
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in Rhode Island whose insurrectionary movements against the consti- 
tuted authorities have embroiled the State, are very free to confess 
(poor souls !) that their confidence in democratic institutions is much 
shaken, (? ! ?) and that they are compelled to suspect that nothing 
short of a monarchical government will be able, much longer, to pre- 
serve ** law and qrder !" 

. C0^'N£CTI0N BETWEEN POLITICS AND HELIOION. 

Such is the history of the subversion of civil liberty in Rhode Is- 
land. Those who look after the moral causes of political revolutions, 
«wno understand that liberty is based on public morals, and that the 
inorals of a people are dependent on their religion— will naturally in- 
quiire into the religious character -of a people where such phenomena 
have been witnessed. Especially will they desire to know, (unless the 
facts of the history have sufficiently revealed It,) what is the prevail, 
ing religion of the wealthier classes — those who have so long wielded 
the power of the State, and who are how making such remarkable ef. 
ibrts to retain it. What sort of religious teachers do they patronise ? 
And what has been their position and influence amid such demonstra- 
tions as have been witnessed ? • 

If there be any one truth which more than any other, has been as- 
certained by experiment, and in respect to . which, all reflecting read- 
era of this world's history are agreed — it is perhaps, this : — That the 
political condition of a people can never rise higher than that indicat- 
ed by the character of their current rel'^ion^^ — that the one is the never 
&i]ing index of the other. When a people enjoy rational freedom, it 
is because, in some good degree, their leading men have been brought 
.under the influence of the ethics of a pure religion. And when on 
the other hand, their liberties are lost, it is because their religion, first, 
.and their morals, next, have become corrupted, and undermined. Thus 
it. must be, if man is a moral and religious being, accountable to his 
Maker, and subject to the binding authority of the divine laws of his 
existence. Thus it must be, unless the current sentiment that religion 
and morality are the indispensable foundations of free institutions^-* is 
to be regarded as idle rhetoric. 

In estimating the religious character of a community, or of any 
particular class of citizens, by their political acts, we only follow the 
.divine rule of testing the tree by its fruits. It matters not how active 
and busy a people may be in their solemn convocations, nor how de- 
vout and zealous they may appear in their worship, and in their zeal 
to make proselytes. All this may be well, in its place, if it spring from 
a right spirit, and conform to a correct standard, but, (if the Hebrew 
prophets, and if Christ and his Apostles are to be our guides in this 
mpttter,) we are bound to reject all that religious zeal and activity as 
worthless and abominable that consists with an aristocratic and proud 
^temper — tl|at flourishes in connection, with a contempt of the poor, a 
disregard pf human rights, and a sympathy with those who oppress 
jnan^and turn away the Judgment of the dependent and helpless. 
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. nVFLUENCE OF RELIOIOUS TEAOHERS.. 

It follows from what has been said, that an immense weight of re- 
Bponsibility rests on religious teacher^, in respect to the maiBtenance 
of public justice, the security of men's rights, and the' preservation of 
the public peace. A tyrannical government is always connected with 
a corrupt and ungodly priesthood. Bad rulers may indeed reject the 
admonitions and silence the voices of faithful religious teachers, who 
reprove their oppressions. And so, a besotted and stiff-necked people 
nmy, in like manner, reject the counsel of God against themselves* 
But both rulers and people in such cases, seldom, if ever, fail to fortify 
themselves against their own consciences and against the sentiments/ 
of surrounding communities, by heaping to themselves teachers after 
their own hearts. And corrupt religious teachers, in ancient and mod. 
em times, have always been the chief instruments of deluding and 
Uinding despotic rulers and. their willing dupes, to their own temporal 
and spiritual destruction. *^ Like people, like priest" — has grown in- 
to a proverb, and we might quote high clerical authority for the m^T. 
im that an unfaithful ministiy, if supported and recognised, will al- 
ways bring their flocks down to their own low level and false 
standard. 

It can not be supposed that the recent events in Rhode Island have 
furnished the world with the first, the only exception to this universal 
rule. Just so certain as men of wealth and power in that State, have 
succeeded in crushing human rights, just so certain is it that they 
kave found support and countenance by professed teachers of religion. 
Without such aid they could not have kept themselves and each other 
in countenance ; they could not have met the public gaze, unabashed^ 
in the midst of their foul and ^rim work. A priesthood, of some sort, 
,depend upon itrr-the Rhode Island aristocracy have had — must have 
.had<! Whether openly infidel or professed Christian — matters not. 
All sects, atheistic or otherwise, have their accredited teachers. Their 
assumed name is not always the proper index of their true characters. 
—'THIS is to be learned from the WORK in which they are engag- 
ed, and in the DOINGS of those who resort to them for their AID. 
The picture of aristocratic ^ LAW and ORDER" in Rhode Island is 
.ofcetirse but the transcript — the fac simile— -so to speak— of a clergy, 
of some sort, that are to be found, some where, in or about the latitude 
and longitude of Rhode Island. To doubt this — is to doubt fundamen- 
tal first principles — is to discredit all history — sacred and profane — 
is te-leap the precipice of downright skepticism in respect to all mor- 
al and political causes and effects. 

tk^HAT THE LEADING CLERGY OF RHODE ISLAND MIGHT HAVE DONE. 

The principal clergy of Rhode Island were in a favorable position 
to exert a healthful, a truly ''conservative" influence in the civH and 
political afldirs of that State. They were well supported. They had 
direct access to the leading men of the community. Of these, their 
congregations, to a great extent, were composed. With these, they 
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held intercourse* daily. They were their patrons, their parishioners, 
their friends. They mingled in the same social circles. They were 
looked up tOf as the wise and the holy men, the teachers of religion 
and good morals, in the community where they resided. They had 
the general confidence of both the rulers and the ruled. We have 
thJBir own testimony, that their churches were composed of the active 
men of both the contending parties. One of their number, who may, 
perhaps without impropriety, be designated as their most prominent 
and leading man, was at the head of the flourishing University in that 
State. He says '< I have resided here for about- fifteen years. I have 
mingled with citizens of every name and of every class. I have the 
honor to number among my friends, the rich and the poor !'-' [Way- 
land's Discourse p. 24th.] His literary reputation was the boast of his 
State, not to say, of his country. His influence with his clerical breth- 
ren of all sects, in the city, and State, was almost without a parallel. 
Sympathizing with him and his views were the principal clergy of the 
cities. They were well educated, intellectual, polished. They stood 
at the head pf the principal religious sects in the State, and enjoyed a 
^^gh standing with their brethren of other States. Whatever they 
iaught in respect to the mutual duties and rights of the rulers and the 
^uled, would be regarded with a deference bordering on veneration. 
The statesman who could quote t?ieir authority and enjoy their appro- 
.bation had little occasion — so far as present success was concerned— •• 
to consult Constitutional authorities, or to cite common law. Whdt 
Madison and Blackstone and Marshall and Maiisiield might have writ, 
ten, was of less consequence to the political disputants of Rhode Is- 
land, than what was said by these men. 

They had Bibles in their hands. With the contents of that blessed 
Book, with the pages of universal history, with the Constitutions 
and usages of their country, with the fundarnqntal principles of right, 
eousness, leispeoially, it was their business to be familiar. Their know!. 
iBdge and their advantages they were bound and were solemnly pledged 
to wield for the glory of God and the good of their Beighbor»— their 
brethren — their country — their race. 

It was their proper province to teach what, at such a crisis, the 
jpeople and the magistrates most needed to know. Their duty to do 
ithis, they have acknowledged, in the teachings (such as they are) that 
they have published to. the world. 

The great truths they were commissioned to teach, were the best 
^antidotes to such evils as were witnessed. The supreme authority of 
^od— the true dignity of man — the priceless worth of the immortal 
soul— -its infinite superiority to all sublunary things — to dollars, to 
palaces, to acres — its unending existence — its changeless responsibili- 
ties— *its corresponding prerogatives — its inalienable, God-given rights 
•—the ensnaring nature of wealth — its tendency to beget a disregard of 
human rights — the damning sin of oppression, of arrogancy, of pride, of 
every aristocratic habit and feeling — the oneness of the human famr- 
ly — the equality of all men — the duty and privilege of each one to 
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GCAisider and treat his brother as his equal — the origin of civil gov4 
emmenty in God's authority, and man's wants — its proper business 
** to execute judgment between a man and his neighbor" — the duty^ 
and consequent right of every man to <* choose judges and officers, Ub 
Tule the people with just judgment" — to assist in removing national siiUr 
^^U these they would, of course, teach, if they taught the first prifl* 
ciples of the religion they profess. Had they taught and properly 
applied these fundamental truths of religion, giving to each of their 
hearers a portion in due season, << the right of the poor of the people" 
would have been accorded to them, long ago, (as President Wayland 
seems to admit ought to have been done,) and no jarring cohtentioDf 
would have rent the State of Rhode Island. 

This, at least, we have reason to believe, would have been the fact. 
But suppose it had been otherwise. Suppose a difficulty had ariseD^ 
the leading clergy migJU have done something to heal the division in 
the community, and in their own churches, if they had been thus dis- 
posed. They might have exhorted the landholders to do justice — and 
the suffrage men to urge their just claims, (with their oum ready aid,y 
by mural means only, in humble reliance on God, and without a re« 
sort to the sword. In one word. They might have been the preach* 
era of bightjbousnbss and of peace — and they might have acted is' 
conformity with such preaching. Who believes that if they had done 
tiius, there would have been a bayonet mounted, or a musket shouldqN 
edv or a human being killed or imprisoned, in Rhode Island ? The. 
thing is incredible. Posterity will never believe it. Reflecting and" 
wall informed Christian men, in and out of Rhode Island, do not be> 
Ueve it, now. 

WHAT THE LEADINO CLEBGY OF BHODE ISlANO DID DO. 

Instead of taking the course just described, the principal clergy of 
Rhode Island — those standing at the tcrp of society, (as the world 
counts precedency) — the great majority of religious teachers in the 
State, took a course as directly opposite as can well be conceited. 
Instead of rebuking the spirit of aristocratic pride, they manifestly 
imbibed and promoted it. Their conversation, their deportment, and 
their preaching, plainly showed that they were the sycophants of the 
itichy and the despisers of the poor. They did not advocate justice* 
They did not vindicate human rights. They did not plead for the op- 
preMied, They did not even exhort the oppressor to forbearance and 
peace. On the other hand, they we're among the most ready assert, 
ors of minority and landholding supremacy. They were early in 
their exhortations to the military support — not of the Constitutional 
Government of the State, but of the aristocratic insurrection against 
it. They were members and Vice Presidents- of the Peace Society / 
Yet they openly encouraged a civil tear. And their own concessionsr 
betray their consciousness, that the side they espoused in this war/ 
was not the side on which was the << correct principle," and tbeF 
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Rev« Cyras Mason, of New York City, formerly pastor of onei of 
tbelfirgest churchea io Providei],ce, found it convenient to revisit the 
people of bis former charge, soon after the military demonstrations of 
the 18th of May, and to occupy the Sabbath with a sermon against 
the suffrage party, and in favor of the -conservatists of minority '^law 
andorder<" The conscientious scruples of those who declined taking 
up arms in their support, he considered indicative of their deficiency 
in patriotism and public spirit. Whether this gentleman's opportune 
presence among his clerical brethren in Rhode Island, was the result 
of any concert or understanding between them, we are unable to say. 
But their course, both before and after this time, was such as to leave 
us in no doubt whether the aid and countenance of such an ally from 
a sister city was acceptable and welcome. 

■ On the return of the Newport artillery. May 19th, a procession was 
marched from Long Wharf to Trinity church. A " Herald of tho 
Times" Extra, brings us the account. << All the protcstant clergy in 
town were present, among the procession. Old Trinity never present: 
ed sach an array of serious, yet happy countenances." The artillery 
too, were present. « Their ranks of bristling bayonets" says the Her. 
aid, *^ were a most imposing sight." «< Religion and honor met in beaa- 
tiful combination.'* — '< It was a spectacle illustrating both the piety 
and the patriotism of the inhabitants of Newport." ** The services 
were commenced by a masterly voluntary on the organ, by Mr. Tay. 
lor, aflter which the choir chanted the < Gloria in Excelsis.' The < Tb 
DeunC was then said by the Rev. Francis Vinton, Rector of the 
church, who then offered prayer and thanksgiving from the incom- 
parable Liturgy. He then read from the thirteenth chapter of Ro- 
mans, beginning with < Let every soul be subject unto the higher 
powers,' dsc. The Rev. Mr. Vinton then ascended the pulpit and de- 
livered the address," dec, in which he said — " The Government of 
this State has not forfeited its right to our allegiance. Its authority 
is sanctioned by God's command. It was assaulted by an armed in- 
sqrrection," dsc. << Instead of the triumph of the DOGMAS of po. 
litical FANATICISM" [Mark that ! The ^^ dogmas'' of the Decla^ 
ration of Independence !] ** we discern their DEFEAT and DOWN- 
FALL." *' Order has overcome the fury of individual will, and reli- 
gion once more beams upon our homes and altars." <^ Members of 

the Abtillery Company !" <• I stand here, in the two-fold ea. 

pacity of a minister of Jesus Christ, and a representative of your 
townsmen, to thank you for your good conduct in favor of liberty and 
law.^' 

So much for the Episcopacy of Newport. We hear of no'< <2». 
senf^ from this, on the part of the '< church clergy" in other parts of 
the State. One is reminded of the Church-of.England services still 
celebrated once a year, in memory of that '< blessed martyr" and prof^ 
ligate despot, Charles I., of whom President Stiles declared that he 
was justly sentenced to the block. 

Can it be that the Baptists and Congregationalists in Rhode Island 
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fiOpport ministers whose solemn blasphemies against €rod and Liberty 
* equal those of ** the Rov. Mr. Vinton ?" So it would seem ! 

President Wayland, from the high places once trod by Roger Wil- 
liams, breathes the same spirit, and employs similar language ! "The 
abomination of desolation, standing where it ought not." Read his 
*< Discourse, delivered in the Meeting House of the First Baptist 
Church, Providence, May 22d, 1842," and published by special request 
of *• the Charitable Baptist Society," as communicated by their Com- 
mittee, consisting of Hon. John Pitman, Rev. A. Woods, ]>. D. and 
Gamaliel L. D wight, Esq. Read likewise, his second » Discourse" 
delivered as above, on the day of the Public Thanksgiving, celebrated 
by request of the Charter authorities, July 2l8t, 1842. Notice the 
date of the last mentioned Discourse, in connection with the facts al. 
ready recorded as having then transpired and being then in progress.- 
While those horrid outrages against liberty, and law, and humanity 
Wefe yet fresh, and still in progress, listen to a religious discourse in 
which they are celebrated with thanksgivings! Yes! Under the 
reiftn of martial law, which is ** no law but the suppression of all law'* 
• — -while hundreds of citizens and scores of Christians, for no crime, 
were dragged to prison, or were scattered in exile from the State^ 
while no man could with safety express his opinions unless they cor« 
responded with those of the landholding minority unlawfully in power, 
while freedom of speech and of the press were prostrate, hear Presi- 
dent Wayland, in obedience to the call of the successful insurgents, 
giving thanks to God for their success, extolling <' the intrepidity* of 
OUF citizens, the skill of our commanders, the patriotism of our peo- 
ple" — complimenting them as << a people loving justice, and hating 
wrong^* — " rising as one man to vindicate the claims of liberty and 
laW, to defend our country from anarchy, and our hearths from viola- 
tion !" Hear him celebrate " oub present tranquility^^ — « without fear 
or molestation"— and add " I believe all this lias been done in anstoer 
to prayer!" 

It is said that the preacher had shown his faith by his works — had 
literally shouldered his musket — dismissed his students, and given up 
his University for soldiers' barracks ! 

Did he really believe that justice and equity required this ? Hear 
hiro» " This difficulty, you are all aware, arose on the question of 

sufirage." '* With the wisdom of this provision I have nothing to 

do /" In another place, he concedes that it would have been better 
to have extended the suflTrage long ago, and that this " would have sav* 
ed us a period of intense anxiety and alarm /" He admits that «* tbe 
representation had become palpably unequal," That is, (if words 
mean any thing,) iNEauixABLE !— INIQUITOUS I But ** with the 
wisdom" of it he has *» nothing to do" — only, to shoulder arms in sup* 
port of it ; and then proclaim to his hearers, from the pulpit, the duty 
of supporting the despotic usurpation, '« at the peril of their souls." 
And then to the well anticipated objection that this was ** new doc-- 

1^ 
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trine and ridstrictivQ of liberty" he had nothing to answer hut a repe. 
lition of his sacerdotal anathemas ! 

In acoordance with these teachings, the churches, we understand, 
ha;re excommunicated members for no crime but voting and acting 
under the People's Constitution, wUhout taking. up arms! Thusy 
while open, insurrectionary violence against the lawful, republican 

Sifverhment, mounts the pulpit ; peaceful; lawful, ballot-box adhesion to 
onstitutional liberty, meets with excommunication. 

All this, and more, if possible, comes likewise from the Congrega* 
tional pulpit. Witness Rev. Dr. Mark Tucker's Discourse, on the 
same 21st of July Thanksgiving, <* published by request," and entitled 
** The Deliverance of Rhode Island !" 

Deliverance from what ? From the reign of martial law— -<< the 
suppression of all law 1" Deliverance from lawless arrests ? From 
vexatious and malicious seizures ? From the felonious breaking open 
of houses ? From the lawless seizure of horses and wagons 1 From 
imprisonments and exile ? Certainly not, if the people at large had 
any share in the ** deliverance !" It was for the triumph of all thiSi 
that the ** Thanksgiving" was held. The « deliverance of Rhode Is- 
land" must have been the ** deliverance" of the aristocratic insur*. 
gents ! And from what were they ^ delivered ?" From t^e reign of 
equal, Constitutional l^w ! From the relinquishment of their unjusl^, 
arbitrary, irresponsible, unconstitutional power ! This was all the 
<* deliverance" that had been achieved. For President Wayland ia 
out witness that the relinquishment of <* palpably unequal" power, 
would have secured the public tranquility — would have ** saved (them) 
« period of irdense anxiety and alarm /" 

SELF CONVICTED. 

The Waylands and the Tuckers of Rhode Island concede too mueh 
to consist with a vindication of their^'^own course. By their own 
showing, the rights of the People had been long withheld. Those 
rights they still continued to claim. And when and where had these 
gentlemen ever espoused their cause and pleaded for the right ? How 
comes it to pass that we find them sympathizing with the oppressor, 
instead of the oppressed ? Yes ! and even joining with the oppressor 
in deeds of armed violence against them '! Instead of encouraging 
the slaughter of the wronged, why did they not insist on first giving 
them THEIR RIGHTS, and then see whether any military movements 
against them would be needed? By their own concessions, they 
have been zealous in favor of an armed warfare of the wrong against 
the right — of the injurers against the injured ! This fact lies on the 
&ce of their own wriljjngs, and can never be erased. 

From I)r. Tucker's Discourse, it is easy to gather all the essential 
facts necessary to the vindication of the Constitutionalists, the con. 
demnation of their opposers, and the refutation of his own foolish, 
slanders. His admissions cover nearly the whole ground. It was 
<» the anomaly of the existing (Charter) ggvernment" [pp. 8, 9.] that 
occasioned the disturbance. He admits " the correctness of the pnn- 
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dple avowed as the object to be obtained, to wit, the eqmlUy cff repfe* 
setatatioD,. and the hioht of suffrage, [p. 9.1 — He says too, [p. 4.1 
that « enery layman OUGHT to make himself acquainted with civn 
concerns, and avail himself of all the privileges of a FREEMAN." 
So that (unlei^s a man must needs be a landholder or a landholder's 
oldest son, in order to be a " LAYMAN !'') it follows that the disfran. 
chised of R. Island only performed a DITTY, when they voted for thel 
^e suffrage Constitution, and that the Charter Assembly rebelled 
against the God who appoints human duties, when they proscribed it* 
The aggrieved, Dr. Tucker says, were the '* friends," ** brothefg,** 
** family" and <* business" and church connections of their antago- 
nists, [p. 16.] And they « were not carried on, step by step« by the 
force of circumstances." No ! Their measures were << the result of 
deliberation and long continued effort." [p. 10.] Petitions for a re- 
moyal of « the anomaly" of the Charter government, and in favor of 
*« correct principle" — •< equal representation'* — ^*« the bioht of suf*. 
frage" and << a new Constitution" had been often presented,*^ and (of 
course !) had been " often" refused, [p. 8.] After all this-^« they 
went forward and organized a govemtnent,'^ [p. 10.] The fact of the 
«< deliberate organization of a oovernbient" is here distinctly admit* 
ted, and no proofs are offered that it was not a just and equitable one* 
Yet, the Reverend Gentleman celebrates with " thanksgivings" the 
forcible and insurrectionary overthrow of this *^ ORGANIZED GOV- 
ERNMENT," and the substitution of martial law, *< the suppression of 
all law," in its stead ! He exclaims, '' Were we to follow the impuls- 
es of grateful hearts, we should now arise from our seats, and strike 
the loud anthem of praise. ' Yea, let all the people praise hidi.' ''•— 
[** Here," says the pamphlet sermon before us, << the organ struck op 
an anthem of praise, and the congregation arose simultaneously froni 
their seats !"] Is it not marvelous that such insurrectionary thanks- 
givings should have been coupled with the apostolic admonition, '' Let 
every soul be subject to the higher powers,^' 6dg, 1 

Other ministers, in abundance, followed in the wake of Messrtk 
Vinton, Tucker, and Wayland« But we forbear. ' 

" ALL ARE NOT SUCH ! 

■Of this fact, Dr. Tucker seems to have been conscious. Speaking^ 
of the suffrage men, be says — *^ As Jeroboam, in his rebellion, appoint- 
ed priests of the lowest of the people, minister's would have been found 
of a character to uphold such proceedings." 

There may have been something prophetic in the ken of Dr. Tuck- 
er. The account of the « Clam-bake" of Rhode Island Constitutional- 
ists at Medbury Grove, Massachusetts, as published in the Bay State 
Democrat of Aug. 6th. contains the following incident. 

** After the usual preliminaries, the immense assemblage which had 
collected, stood in silence and with uncovered heads, while the Throne 
of Grace was addressed by Rev. Mr. Kenyon, of the West Baptist 
church in Providence. The prayer of Mr. Kenyon was one of the 
most tfuly eloquent, spiritual and patriotic, to which we ever had th6 
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pleasure of listening, and found its way to every heart. He.spoke of 
the presiding care and protection of an overruling Providence in all 
the changes of life, whether peaceful or stormy, of our free institu- 
tions, the violence which had been done to them, the necessity of hav- 
ing a forgiving temper under all outrages on the ^ghts and libertieff 
of the people, and that the blessings which had been secured to us all» 
hy .the great charter of universal .rights, would sooner or later be en- 
joyed by every, son and daughi^r of Rhode Island. 

''The Declaration of American Independence was thep read; 
^c. dec." 

J" THE TEST aUESTIOW" BEFORE tJS. 

An J SO, the causa of Constitutionai Liberty has its ministers of re- 
ligion, too, as well as the cause of aristocratic usurpation and martial 
law. But then, they are "from the lowest of the people." So Dr. 
Tucker assures us. Th^ are " the fag end of society" — " the filtk 
and offscouring of all things." Perchance the "common people" will 
*« hear them gladly,"— though they are persecute^, and thrust into 
prison. 

The lines between despotism and freedom, are thus, at length defi- 
nitc^ly drawn. And drawn too by the priestly conservators of usurp- 
ed, lawless, abused minority power. The gauntlet is by them thrown 
down, the anathema is by them pronounced. Ministers and people, 
who will not submit, must henceforth dissent, " at the peril of their 
souls," and be cast out of the church ! 

This too, in order that civil liberty, among the whites, at the North, 
may beltrampled in violence and insurrection and anarchy, under 
foot. Tne day of honied and a6rectionate yearnings afler " the unity 
of the spirit" and « the peace of the churches" has gone by. Those 
lullabies have accomplished their object — have had their day. The 
sword of ecclesiastical excision is, at length, drawn against all who 
will not surrender their freedom. The Rubicon is passed. The war 
against human rights is -to be waged, without compromise, and without 
quarter. 

Let it come ! With our whole hearts, let us welcome the contest. 
Too long has the storm been gathering in silence, or only muttering 
its faint and .seemingly distant thunders unheeded. Let the loud peal 
rouse us, at last, to our duty, and fix us ^t our posts. 

" WHO IS ON THE LOkn's SIDE ?" 

Two sqrts of religion exist in this country. They are found divid- 
ing in sunder, the principal religious denominations. The one is thQ 
religion of despotism. The pther is the religion of liberty. " Where 
the spirit of the Lord is — there is liberty" — and where the spirit of the 
devil is, there is despotism. " What communion bath light with dark, 
pess ? What concord hath Christ with Belial ? What part hath he 
that believeth with an infidel ?" The separation must take place. 
The process has commenced. All the powers of earth and hell can 
pot prevent it. The power of the Great Head of the Church }a pledg- 
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ad for its completion. And he has declared that when it is accont'^ 
plishedy his people shall ** return and discern between the righteous and 
th^ wicked — between him that serveth Ood and him that senreth him 
90 V [M alachi iii. 18.1 Whereas <' now we call the proud; happy s 
yetLf they that worlc wickedness are set up ; yea, they that tempt (that 
insult) God, are even delivered," [ib. ▼. 16.] and celebrate their **der 
Hverance'' with impious ^ thanksgivings." 

OUR WOBK^ AND OtlR PROSPECTS. 

Not until this purifying separation shall be made, will the churches 
be prepared to be instrumental, in the conversion of the world. «<The 
thrones" of despotism .must ** be cast down'' before ^the Ancient of 
Days sits" in his glory. 

Are we enthusiasts— -fanatics — disorganizers — because we thus 
speak? Ijet us. quote then, once more, from a writer who will not be 
charged with wildnes?, fanaticism, or disorder. In a sermon on " rev- 
dution and reformation'' preached, December, 1819 — twenty-two 
years before the adoption of the Constitution of Rhode Island, Dx. 
£mmons insisted on the same truths we now utter. His text was in 
Ezekiel xxi. 27. <« I will overturn, overturn, overturn it : until he 
come, whose right it is, and I will give it him." The illustrious per- 
sonage .alluded to, in the text, says the preacher, ** toaSf undouUedlff 
ike Prince of peace, whose way God mearU to prepare by great chang* 
es and revoltUions among the nations of the earth *^ The leading senti* 
ment of the discourse is thus stated :t— " God will bring abodt thi 

GLORIOUS REION OF ChRIST, BT OVERTURNING ALL THINGS THAT STANI> 

IN THE WAT OF IT." The inquiry is next raised — ^ What things do 
stand in the way of the glorious reign of Christ ?" In reply to this 
question, the very first particular introduced* by the preacher, is the fid* 
lowing: — 

** Every species of TYRANNY stands in the way of the gloriooa 
•reign of Christ. .His reign will be a reign of Righteousness and 
Peace, to which every species of granny stands diametrically oppos. 
pd. Both civU ar^d ecclesiastical tyrants always have been and still 
are hostile to the reign of Christ. As soon as Christ set up his kinff- 
dom, all the kingdoms of the world, being tyrannical, were unitedly 
opposed to his kingdom, and employed all their power and influenc0 
to prevent its enlargement and establishment. And all pagan and 
Mohammedan governments are stiH tyrannical, and still hostile to the 
kingdom of Christ, and many Christian nations are more or less ty- 
rannical, and consequently more or less hostile to the pure and 
peaceable government of Christ. Civil tyranny, in every nation, and 
in every form, stands in the way of the glorious reign of Christ, and 
so does ecclesiastical tyranny. This early prevailed in the Christian 
church, and has been parried to a greater height than any civil tyr« 
anny ever has been. The Christian clergy soon began to usurp un* 
christian authority, and gradually carried it to higher and higher 
claims, till the pope presumed to be the universal and supreme head of 
the: churchy &pd to exercise a right to govern and put down tho 



9f THE RIGHTS AND THE WRONGS 

gicatest kings in Christendom. Though such exorbitant ecclesiasti- 
cal tyranny has been considerably checked and restrained in later 
times, yet it still predominates in all popish countries, and has no 
SMALL INFLUENCE in EVERT FART of the Christian world. And juist 
80 far as it exists, it is hostile to the spread of the gospel, and the ap. 
preaching reign of Christ. Every species of tyranny, in every 
PART of the world, is one thing that stands in the way of the reigH 

of the Prince of Peace." 

Emnums' Sermons, Vol, IJ.p. 30^. 

Does the reader desire to know what would be regarded by Dr. 
Emmons as tyrannical ? Or does he ask for the evidence that he 
would consider the reigning Charter authorities in Rhode Island and 
their clerical abettors to be " civil and ecclesiastical tyrants ?" Read 
over again the quotations already made, containing his views .of those 
rulers who seek to suppress the voice of the people. And read like* 
wise his declaration concerning the <• friends of tyranny," that they 
wifAi for a government which grants exclusive rights and* hereditary 
honors and distinctions" — [like those of the « landholders" and their 
** oldest sons," for example]— «nd that they want to rise above their feN 
low men by unjust means, and have it in their power to trample upon 
the great mass of the people, witli impunity." [Vol. II. p. 106.] If 
this picture does not belong to the Charterists of R. Island, to whon» 
does or can it belong ? 

The friends of liberty and pure religion may see, then, what 19 
their proper work, and what ai^ their prospects. The overthrow 
of civil and ecclesiasticai d^potism is undoubtedly the grand charac* 
teristic eterprise of the present an4 next epmifig ages. And tj^ en* 
UrfHte thill succeed ! Listen yet again to the language of Emmons, 
towards the close of the same Sermon. 

^ Christians haVe great encouragement to exert themselves, vigO' 
fouslp and wisely, in preparing the 'way for the glorious reign of 
Christ. He bos pledged his faithfulness TO REMOVE ALL OB- 
jBTACLES ovT OF THE WAY, and he is faithful and powerful, who 
bfus promised.^ £p. 910.] 

DESTINY op despots. 

Would the inveterate and unrelenting conservators of despotism 
learn their destiny ? They may read it in the second Psalm. They 
may read it, if they choose, in the former writings of their present apo* 
Jogist and leader. President Wayland. 

M Thanks be to God, men have at length begun to understand the 
lights, and feel for the wrongs of each other. Let the trumpet of 
•alarm be sounded, and its notes are now heard by every nation, 
iwhether of Europe or America. Let a voice, borne on the feeblest 
breeze, tell that the rights of man are in danger, and it floats over 
valley and mountain, across continent and ocean, until it has vibrated 
in the ear of the remotest dweller in Christendom. Let the arm of 
oppression be raised to crush the feeblest nation on earth, and there 
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will to heard, every wHere^ if not the shout of defianecf the deep.-toned 
murmur of implacable displeasure." [How « impertiueiit aod med. 
dlesome" are these <</oreign sympathisers" !] " U is the cry of ag- 
grieved, insulted, much-abused hijln ! It is human natui'e, waking in 
her might, from the slumber of ages, shaking herself from ike duH of 
ANTiauATBD iNSTiTcmoNs, girding herself tor the combat, and going 
forth, conquering and to conquer."* 

And again, >< Wo t7Nto the man^ wo unto the dymzstp, and wo unto 
the policy, on whom shall fall the scath of their blighting indignation^^ 

THE TWO ALTERNATIVES. 

There are, then, but two ways in which the despotisms that stfind in 
the way of Christ's coming reign, may be overturned. Both these 
Ixrays are described in the Bible, and in the sermon of Dr. Emmons* 

One way is, *< by public calamities and desolating judgments" — << by 
the sword, by pestilence and by famine, the common weapons of di* 
vine indignation^f — by the civil commotions and bloodshed that des* 
potism naturally produces and provokes. Hence the descriptions of 
Isaiah. '* Who is this that cometh from^ Edom, with dyed garments 
from Bozrah ?" — ** I that speak in righteousness, mighty to save ?"— • 
<< Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments like him 
that treadeth the wine-fat ? I have trodden the wine-press ^lone ; 
Imd of the people. there was none with me ; for I will tread them in 
mine anger, and trample them in my fury, and their blood shall be 
sprinkled upon my garments, and stain all my raiment," — That is^ 
when « the people^* are not workers together with God, in bearing 
testimony against oppression, and he is left *< alone*' to work out ho- 
man deliverance hy his just judgments, he will use the sword of con* 
tending armies and rival parties to overturn despotic governments, 
and establish freedom, and thus prepare the way for the reign of 
Christ. This, however, is not the way in which good men should 1^ 
bor for the promotion of the grand object. Their duty lies in ^ dif- 
ferent direction. 

The " more excellent way" is « to enlighten the minds of the igno« 
rant, the barbarous, the tyrannical, and the erroneous, in respect to 
their civil and religious tyranny, and their absurd and vicious customs 
and manners," — to employ ^ the gospel as the principal external in* 
strument to overthrow and remove all obstacles in the way of Christ's 
final and most glorious reign upon earth" — relying upon the Holy 
Spirit " as the efficient cause of making all the other means effectu- 
al." j: This method is more powerful than military armaments. Which 
are more efficiently wielded by the enemies than by the friends of free* 
dom. Especially is this true in an age like the present, when men 
are beginning to inquire after the bights and the wkoivos of existing 
controversies, rather than after the fact of forcible triumph, and of 

■ I ■ ■■I 'm II ^— «— ^— ^»a 

* Discourse I. on the Duties of an American Citizen. April, 1825. 
' t Vide Emmons. t Emmons, Vol, ii. pp. 304—5. . 
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physicdl strength. These are the methods th&t are ^ mighty through 
Gody to the pdlling dowo of stroDg holds, casting down imaginations^ 
and every high thing [every thing aristocratic^ and despotic]: that 
ezalteth itself against the obedience of Christ.'' 

And these peaceful weapons may be wielded, now, as in primitive 
ttmei^ by those who are accounted the «< fidth and offscouring of all 
things'' — the « fag end of society" — « the miserable multitude" — " the 
rabblcw" Nor is it to be taken for granted that the gross ignorance 
and error^ the heartless barbarism and. tyranny that now reign and 
riof in thie high places of Rhode Island, in her palaces and this learned 
halls upon East Providence hill-— thick, dense, dark, and impenelp-able 
as they may seem to be, are beyond the reach of these heavenly wea- 
pons; Suffocated and degraded as humanity must needs be,- under 
such a heavy pressure of worldliness and wealth, of pedantry and 
pride, let us never forget that it is humanity still — that the vital spark 
of immortality is yet there ; that tRe breath of omnipotent and sove- 
reign Mercy may yet kindle it. Farther from the kingdom of heaven 
it may indeed be, than publicans and harlots — a more discouraging 
field of missionary labor it may present, than Burmah, or Hindostani 
or the Sandwich Islands. But it is nevertheless within the province 
of Christian exertion and Christian prayer — for " the field is the 
vorld," 

But let not Christian faith and enterprise be misdirected and foiled. 
Let no friend of God and of humanity think of opposing the weight 
of a feather, or of a straw against this mighty stream of baptized 
atheism, while he himself, continues to float down its current — to re* 
cognize its Christianity — to shake hands with it, at the communion 
table-*^to sit under its teachings — to countenance its sanctimonious 
pretenses. The admitted maxim that an ungodly ministry, adhered 
tOy inevitably drags down the flobk to its own level, is full of signifi. 
cancy at this point. Adhesion can not be a duty — can not be admis- 
sible, when it involves apostasy — and let no man imagine his own 
spiritual attainments a guaranty of exception, in his own case. There 
is presumption, bordering on spiritual pride, in the attempted experi- 
ment. 

As there is only one way for Christians to preserve their integrity, 
so there are only two ways for God to work out the world's redemp. 
tion — <« to remove the despotisms that stand in the way of ChrisCs 
reign." 

The one way is by that peaceful. Christian reformation, which 
involves, of necessity, the withdrawal of Christian reformers from des- 
potic ministers and churches, and enlistment in the establishment 
and support of true and free Christian churches and ministers, in their 
stead, to be used as the heaven-appointed instruments of the world's 

refbrmation, and deliverance.* 

- - • . . ■■ .^ — — ~« 

♦ Objection. — But we are too few in numbers — too feeble in resources." 
Answer. " My grace is sufficient for thee."—" Not by mi£»ht, nor by strength, 
but by my spirit, salth the Xiord of hosts." " Where two or three are gathered to- 
gether, in my name, there am I, in ihe midst of them." 
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The other way is by bloody bbvoluxxoit, by tbofiB ^.terrB^e 
in righteousness" that sl^l sweep the earth as witb the besom of deu 
struction, and overturn^ forcibly^ the despotisms that stand in the wmy 
of Christ's reign. 

The question to be settled in Rhode Island— in New England—- iir 
the United States — in Old England— -on the continent of Europe— ib 
Asia-t-in Africa — in the whole World — is icor WHBTsnes the now ex^ 
isting despotisms, civil and ecclesiaaticalf shall be terminated, bo^ 
HOW. ^^ 

And the decision of this questicH^ rests dnefly with Ghriatiant-w 
vith^he real friends of Grod and man> who are—to a great extent— r 
connected with the churches that now exist— -churches wbidi are, in' 
many cases, contFolled and governed by despots, and wielded for tho< 
support of despotism and oppression and slitver^^ both iv the cfaurdi. 
and in the State. 

To decide in favor of remaining connected' with ecdesiastical ar- 
ranfi^ments that can not be divorced from despotism and wieMedP 
agauist it (for there are no neutrals), is t» decide, not only in fkvor of 
apostacy, t)ut in favor of the sure alternative, bloody BXFoumozi* 
and s^ssoLATXNO ^xtdgacbnts. 

Christian reader ! Each one must 4e<$ide for himself. What de- 
cision is vours ? The cause of liberty ia the cause of God; Who im 
on the Lord's side ? Who T 

Who is for peaceful, Chbistiak BEFORXAXioNt And who iafbr 

the DBEADFUL ALTERNATIYE ? 

GONCLVSIOir. 

All who prize political and civil freedom^ (whether professors of re* 
ligion or otherwise,) should understand distinctly that liberty can not 
be preserved without the active and all pervading presence of a liber, 
ty-inspired — a liberty-inspiring religion. — A community without any 
religion at all — if such a thing were possible — would be a soul.Iese 
community. And liberty, the soul of humanity, could not live without 
its atmosphere. Still less could it live in the atmosphere of a false, a 
despotic religion. The religion of a people whether it be spurious or 
genuine, always controls them, and determines their political as well 
as their eternal destiny. To suppose a free people clinging to the 
skirts of an ambitious, despotic, or servile priesthood, and listening, 
with confidence to religious teachers, who apologize for tyranny, is to 
suppose an impossibility — a self-contradiction. The question of pre- 
serving our civil, political, and religious freedom, resolves itself in- 
to the question — W?tat sort ofreligunu teachers shaU be sought after, 
and listened to, and followed, and patronised 7 In what schods, and 
under what influences shcM our teachers of religion^ themselves, be ed^ 
ucated and trained ? 

All this, the story of Rhode Island makes manifest. It shows lis, 
too, that religious teachers, whose controlling influence no communi- 
ty ever escapes, are never neutral, (though in quiet times they may 
seem to be,) on the great question of human rights. Whenever the 
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tost eome^ thejr wiQ show where they are, and range themselves on 
one fide or on the other, where they belong* The^'pretended neutrals 
w31 idways be found on the iside of oppression. And just where you 
find them, in respect to the liberties of one race or complexion 
of men, just there will you find them in respect to the liberties 
of any oiAxet race, or complexion of men, whenever the proper oppor. 
tonity for testing them is presented. There is no more real sympa- 
thy or zeal in the breasts of our ministers of religion (in city or coun*' 
try, in Rhode Idand or out of it.) in behalf of the liberties of the mass- 
es of the common people of their own hue, and connected with theijf 
own churches, at the North, than there is in behalf of the masses, 
Ofa different hue, at the South. Common sense might have tAight 
us that plain lesson, years ago. But Grod, who has determined to test 
and exhibit the characters of all men, has, in his all wise and holy 
providence, tested the characters of the leading clergy in Rhode Island, 
and their brethren in the surrounding States, and shown where they 
8tand« The test next attaches itself to the mass of the people them^ 
jebes,-— those who profess totalue^ at least, their own rights, and theit 
mm freedonu Do they know enough, and will they exhibit faithful- 
ness and self-denial enough to separats themselves at ali; 

■ICBNTS, FROM ALL RELIGIOUS TEACHERS WHO ARE NOT HEARTILY EN* 
USTSD IN THB CAUSE OF UNIVERSAL HUMAN FREEDOM ? If SO, the 

peservation of their liberties will be possible — but not otherwise, un« 
less by eoNvuiiSXONB that shall make the ears of him that heareUi it^- 
totiniglB; 
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REVIEW OF PRESIDENT WAYLANK 



In the preceding pages we have alluded now and then to the two 
Discourses of President Wayland, but have noticed their contents on* 
I7 where the argument or investigation in whiph we were engaged, 
needed his testimony, or when it seemed proper to rebut his dlega* 
tions in respect to the matters theQ under consideration. Solne lur# 
ther notice of so distinguished a writer will, perhaps, be expected, be» 
fore the subject is dismissed. Our readers will wish to know more of 
the positions he assumejB, and of the arguments be uses, on topics of 
80 much importance to the interests of human freedom. Our limits 
will restrict us to a few particulars, but we shall endeavor to select 
some of the most prominent. 

^^PKEAOHINO politics!'* 

Sermons on ^lilies from President Wayland ! Sermons, too^ in 
which he takes sides in a pending folitictd contest which divides the 
Christian community where the preacher resides, — a contest in whichf 
(as he tells us) <* men who call themselves the disciples of the Lord !«• 
sua, and who partake of the elements of that body which was broken 
and of that blood which was shed for our sins" are arrayed on the 
side opposite to that which the preacher espouses. At the time of 
preaching and publishing his firgt sermon, it does not appear that these 
brethren against whom his arrows were leveled, were regarded oth- 
^wise than in ^ regular standing" — or that any << steps of gospel dis* 
inline" had been taken in respect to them ; yet be publicly chargee 
uiem with <<one of the gravest crimes that can be committed against . 
society" — the crime of treason. And haying exhausted his argument, 
he proceeds to add his anathemas. By the authority and in the name 
of Christ, he assures them that unless they give up their views of civ- 
ir liberty, and of political duty, and practically adopt his own, they 
shall be disowned by the Judge of all, at the last day.* Nor does he 

* HaviBff laid down by his exposition of Romans ziii. 1, etc. the doctrineSbf 
BBsslve and implicit sabmission to existing governments, the preacher adds— ^ 
" The laws which I have repeated to you are those which Chnst has enasted. 
If you are his disciples, you most obey them, or he will declare, ' I never knew 
you.* You most choosiB, therefore, in this matter, whom yoa ,Will serve.^ Bev*' 
mon, p. 30. 
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«tap here. Lest his preaching should seem to lack the support of ex* 
ample* he miogles actively in the political contest against his brethren. 
And how and where does the '^legate of the skies" do this ? At the 
poUsl and with his vote? Not exactly : but in the military ranks, 
with his musket ! Lest bis sermons should not sufiice to convince his 
Christian brethren of their political errors, he will try what virtue 
there is in powder and ball ! An impression^ in some way, he is de- 
termined to make. Of the earnestness and zeal of the preacher there 
can be no question* 

What has become of ** the dirfy waters of politics," now? Of the 
duty elf- Christians and ministers to stand aloof from them, lest their 
piety should be soiled — their spirituality impaired — the churches dis- 
tracted — their peace disturbed — the Holy Spirit grieved — souls neg. 
lected— and revivals of religion prevented ? — What has become of 
the maxim that a preacher should know " nothing save Jesus Christ 
and him crucified," and that therefore, the pditical responsibilities and 
sins of men is a theme with which the pulpit should not be desecrate 
ed .1 Where are now, those << Limitations of Human Responsibility" 
with which President Wayland wsjb wont to quiet the .consciences of 
Cbristians, when their high political duties were urged on their atten- 
tjfoiil 

In his second Discourse,. (July 21st,) after about two month's time for 
reflection, the preacher .does not appear to have changed his views of 
the duty of political preaching. What shall we make of all this f 
Had President Wayland and the leading clergy, of the same views, 
been leading their flocks in the wrong track, all the while they were 
urging upon them the Christian duty of abstaining from politics, aiid 
fencing themselves round with *^ LimitaUons^' that should restrict 
them &>m redresung, at ^he ballot-box, the wrongs of the poor? Or 
does political action become a Christian duty only when the osurpa^ 
tioDS of the rich need support ? When the rights of the people must 
needs be put down ? 

PATIUCZAN PULPITS, ATW CHURCHES — A PICTURE, BY PRSSIDBIVT 

WAYLAND. 

In his second discourse, the preacher vindicates^ at some lenffth, iha 
daty of preaching politics, and there is a strain of confession for past 
delinqaehcies, mingled with the argument.* In the course of his re« 
* markSy we have the following. — 

** I am therefore obliged to confess that the pulpit must be responsi- 
ble^ in part, at least, for much of the error that has vitiated the pubKc 
mind.—- The design of the public ministrations of religion is to par* 

• Did the preacher mean to confess as a fault, what he boasted of, as a merit, 
in the beginning of his first Sermon on the politics of R. Island 7 He then said-^ 
"Mi who have ever known me will bear me witness, that I have never minsUid 
to the strife of politics. Never, that I know of, have I uttered a syllable, eiuier 
ffom the pulpit or the press, at which men of any political party liave taken ex« 
eoptioo."— Then he must have done little tq reprove political iniqaity, or U> 
qustify himself to frajppls with the political dispute in itbode Island. 
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Hiade men to discharge their duties to God and each other. The er. 
idence of religious character is found, not merely in sentiments of 
devotion, but also in a life of piety, charity, justice^ innocence and 
truth. If we may believe the New Testament, aside from this practi* 
oal development, professions of religion are vain and hypocritical. 
Row I am constrained to confess that both in our preaching and in 
Mir other religious teaching, the inculcation of those tempers of heart 
ind of that corresponding practice, which the gospel requires, has been 
greatly neglected. We have insisted on the necessity of certain spir- 
itual exercises, while the necessity of a holy and virtuous life, as the 
friiit of those exercises, and the proof of their existence, has been suf- 
fered to fade from our recollection." ** And hence it has sometimes 

come to be believed that moral and religious character, having 
DO principles in common, may be divorced from each other. One man 
asserts that religion has nothing to do with the regulation of his pas* 
nons,— another that it has nothing to do with his business^-— and an* 
other that it has nothing to do with his politics. Thus while tho man. 
p'fofesses a religion which obliges him to serve God in eveiy thing, he 
declares that whenever obedience would interfere with his cherished 
vices, he will not serve God, at all. — And I grieve to say that the 
pulpit has failed to meet such sentiments at the threshhold, with its 
stern and uncompromising rebuke. From fear of the reproaches of 
men falsely professing godliness, it has been silent when it ought to 
hftve spoken out plainly. — ^A man may be mean, or even dishonest in 
his dealings, or he njay be reckless about his word, or«he may indulge 
In unhallowed passions, or he may pursue a thousand courses at vari- 
ance with the Christian character, and yet, if he have occasional sea- 
sons of devotion, and hold firmly to the doctrines which are professed 
fay his church, he may attend the sanctuary sabbath afler sabbath, and 
too frequently hear nothing which shall arouse him from his spiritual 
dfhuion. Men are told how they must fed, but not how they must 
aetf and the .'result, in many cases, is that a man's belief has but an un- 
certain and transient effect upon his practice."— -—*< Now the evils re- 
solthig from this partial declaration of the doctrines of revelationt are 
inamifold. The standard of moral character, among professorsafram 
^i<>n9 may thus eoen sink below thelevd of the commumity aroundthem* 
Tliey cease to he the light of the toorld-^Nviy more ; their actions are 

IJeaded as an apology for the wickedness of other men. Hence lAs, 
ight that is in them becomes darkness. And again, the moral effect of 
the rdigion of Christ is the great evidence, to mankind, of its divine an- 
thority. If no such effect is produced, men with much apparent rea» 
son, deny its claims to such an authority." 

I WHOSE IS THE PICTURE ? 

Remarkable statements these ! Astounding developments ! Is it 
possible that they come from the pen of President Wayland ? It is 
even so ! And they justify all that even President Green has said, in 
his obnoxious sermon, entitled ** Iniquity and a Meeting**! What 
bave the fuiatical advocates of human rights ever said of the eondt* 
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ttbnof the churches and ministry hy whom the claims of fundamentflt 
morality and of the wronged poor are overlooked, that goes beyond 
these concessions of Pres. Wayland ? The facts he records, alid the 
sentiments he expresses, are identical with the <' uncharitable denun- 
eiations" of the abolitionists ! in only one spot on the canvass, could 
the colors of the picture have been brightened by the boldest pencil 
aooong them. President Wayland might have said, and said trulyy 
that niany of the pulpits he describes as having failed to rebuke the he* 
resies he exposes, have been forward in the manufacture and propaga* 
ihn of them. Who, among the men in the churches, '' falsely pro- 
fessing godliness,'^ and through ** fear" of whom the prophets^ (as 
President Wayland assures us,) have become as dumb dogs — whO| 
among them, we demand, ever dreamed of as many sophistical methods 
of divorcing their religion from their activities and relationcf, and 
throwing sff or " limiting'^ the " responsibilities^^ connected with them* 
as are to be found in the *' Lhiitatioi^s" of President Wayland ? Who 
does not know that this is the standing text. book of the *' false prou 
fessors" whom the President so correctly describes ? 

The preacher must have witnessed, somewliere, "the picture he has 
drawn. Where could it have been, if not in the churches whose mm- 
isti9nr bid them stand aloof from the << dirty politics" of ** relieving tho 
oppressed, and executing judgment between a man and his neigh^r?' 
What cities, more signally than those of Rhode Island, have fcNeen un. 
der the influence of such preaching ? And what churches, more com* 
pletely than those where the Thanksgiving Sermons of Drs. Tuckojr 
and Wayland were delivered, and wh<?re they were acceptable to the 
leading members? His own use of the copfessionary terOQs ^t0s" 
and ^^ouTf''^ in his account of the defective prisaching he .censures^ 
beats testimony not to be misunderstood, on this points But did 
it never occur to the preacher that the defective teaching he de- 
scribes miist have been most effective on those who most confided in ' 
it ? And were not these his own partisans 1 And did he not see that 
the' picture he has drawn, finds its most distinct and glowing original [ 
in the ver^ scenes that Tie and ihey — the preacher and his hearera^ 
were then enacting ? In their violent and lawless outrages upon htu 
miul Tights, and their impious " Thanksgivings" for their ungodly tri« 
ninphover -Constitutional " law and order ?" The nation and poster* 
ity Vili see this, if the preacher and his hearers did not. And the bad., 
effects of the now prevalent mode of preaching will be read in the poll- '. 
tiefil hii^ory of Rhode Island. ; 

IMPORTANT CONCESSIONS. 

The concessions of the Sermon, are nevertiieless cheering. They 
show that the light of truth can not forever be shut out from tho 
American <ihurchcs. It has to be admitted that reZt^ion has some- 
thing to do with politics, after all — that " civil difficulties" have to be 
discussed in sermons — that defective religious teachings lead to wick- 
ed political practices — that the Bible and its teachings have to be ' 
sought after, before political disputes can be properly adjusted— 4Uiy, 
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more thftn thi% that, in such cases, the righteous awards of the final 
judgment are not unfrequently suspended upon the rectitude of men's 
deciBions I Solemn and startling truths, these ; truths that shall yet 
make heartleSBS statesmen quake, and cover the faces of their clerical 
parasites with confusion ! Truths too, that shall introduce more scrip- 
turaT tests into our churches than now prevail, when « evidence of re- 
ligious character'^ is sought ufter, and it is to be decided whether men's 
^^professions of religion are hypocritical andvainJ*^ In all this, as 
well as in preaching politics, the friends of righteous government and 
equal liberty can not fail to remember that they have the sanction 
and authority of President Wayland. 

M OUT OP THINE GVTS MOtJTH WILL I JUDGE THEE." 

- To the law and to the testimony, then, and let not President Way- 
land and his partisans shrink from the scrutiny. The RIGHT and 
WRONG of the case, are, of course, the pivots of the argumentationy 
in this Rhode Island controversy.if the judgment day, (as the preach* 
er assured his hearers,) is (o determine, by its awful verdict, the des* 
tiny of human souls, in accordance with the rectitude of their decis* 
ions. All this must be true, unless the adjuration of the Sermon be a 
mere "flourish of rhetoric"— ^an unworthy artifice — a pious fraud— 
a breath of bombast — a sacerdotal bull. 

We had a right to expect, then, that in approaching the discussion« 
PresidiBnt Wayland would enter minutely and correctly into the facts 
of the case, and bring them to the test of those changeless j)nnctp/e« of 
eternal beotitude by which all human actions are to be tried. But 
did he do this ? Or did he show plainly that he dared not encounter 
fifdch a test, aflor all 1 

«* This difficulty, as you are all aware, (says the preacher) arose up« 
OB the question of s*?firage." Having described (he existing restric- 
tions in the exerc "(o of this right, and being sensible, as he afterwards 
informs us, that thi;; restriction ** gave rise to odious and unkind com* 
parisoiM," and that " the representation had become palpably une* 
quel," — he nevertheless adds, in respect to the sufirage laws — ** with 
the wisdom of this provision, I have nothing to do. A very able ar* 
gument might easily be made out on either side, of the question." 

If ^ the fear of the Lord is the beginning of tdsddm^^-^i^ justice 
and wisdom, where human rights are concerned, be one and the same^ 
then President Wayland (so he tells us) Jms nothing to do with the 
RIGHT or the WRONG of the question on which «< the difficulty 
arose !" On this point (the very turning point of the whole contro- 
versy) he woqld be thought to be still in doubt ! A very able argu- 
ment, he thinks, might be made, on either side of the question. The 
daims of ACRES on the one hand, and of HUMAN NATURE, on 
the other, are so nearly balanced, in his; mind, that, with all his philo* 
fiopbical acumen, and ethical skill, and theological lore, and Biblical 
erudition, the learned instructor of a divided community, has found 
himself utterly unable to arrive at any satisfactory conclusion. Aa 
to the RIGHT of the case, <* upon which this difficulty arosci" he pre- 
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tends to know nothing abma it ! He '< has nothbg to do" with it ! 
He spares himself the trouble of the inquiry — the inconvenience of 
taking a manly position, on the side of the true and the righU Bat he 
has found out, nevertheless, by some process, on which side the cleri- 
cal AiVATHEXA MARANATHA is to be placed, and with all- due dignity 
and stately solemnity does he pronounce it \ 

'* From such apostles, Oh 1 ye mitred hea(Ls, 
Preserve the church ; and lay not careless hands 
On skulls that can not teach, and will not leam.'^ 

CONVENIENT NEU9BALITT. 

To have had an opinion on the moral merits of the question upon 
which he had so zealously taken sides, pulpit. wise, and musket-wiae, 
knight have been somewhat inconvenient to President Wayland^ juct 
at that time. If he had decided the delicate queistion, in favor of the 
right of free suffrage, how could he excuse the concession, to his ma- 
nificent patrons, who had so long and so strenuously maintained the 
opposite position ? [And the preacher's habit, as he tells us, (p. 5.) 
had always been not to << utter a syllable, either from the pulpit or tb^ 
press, at which men, of any political party" should ** take excep- 
tion !'n How should he vindicate himself and them, in the present 
•truggle ? And how would he make out the charge of treason ^nd 
anarchy against the people, for only asserting and maintaining their 
heaven.conferred rights 7 

On the other hand, if he openly and unambiguously d/enied the rigbt 
of suffrage, how should he and his friends avail themselves of the car- 
rent pretense that every body is in favor of free suffrage in Rhode 
Island ? And how would it agree with his statement, [p. 6.1 that his 
own opinion has always been in favor of the extension or the fuf* 
firage? 

JDoes any one marvel how a neutral or .hesitant position, on aueb a 
point can be maintained / Let him compare the '< Elements of flfor- 
al Science'' with the " Limitations of Human Responsibility.*' N<> 
balance master need be at a loss, who can wield implements hkethe9p» 
He has only to throw one of the books into each scale, and he npgr 
^ ^mile delighted with the eternal poise." 

EVASION — " POIWT NO POINT.*' 

But President Wayland would have it that a new issoe is n^if 
formed. That the question is wA whether the people are entitled to 
fhe sv^aget but whether a majority of them have a right to ehanffe 
da gotemment without leave of the Charter Assembly. But how doeii 
that alter his position ? Who can help seeing that the distinction if[; 
without a difference? That the decision of the latter question inudt' 
depend upon the decision of the former ? That, if the people 
have a right to the suffrage, then they have a right to a govemmiBBt 
that shall maintain that right ? That the right of suffrage iroptiea and 
indudea the right to remodel the government at pleasure ? That tha 
right of the individual is the right of the mass of individuals T Thai 
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as the firtt question, (that of the right of suffrage) is decided, so the 
wctmA question — if it be another — (the question of the right of organ- 
izing a government) must 1)6 decided likewise? 

The learned teacher who <' has natMng to do" with the first question, 
ought, in decency, to seal his lips, on the second, or he ought not to 
expect his decisions, on the latter question, should be accounted trust- 
worthy, till he has satisfied himself in respect to the former. 

To emde this, it will be necessary to assume that the matter of suf. 
frage is altogether a question of expediency, and not of right. And 
it will follow that the matter of popular sovereignty is a question of 
expediency, and not of right. Then comes the conclusion that the 
questibn whether the majority of the people of Rhode Island should 
assert and exercise sovereigii power, was a question of expediency, 
and not of right ! And how, on this principle, will President Way* 
land, or any body else, fasten the guilt of moral wrong upon them, 
for doing as they have done ? And where is the moral warrant for 
charging on them crime, misdemeanor, or high treason t 

IfEUTRALITT, NOT NBITTRAL. 

But the truth is — ^President Wayland does decide, strongly, against 
the right of free suffrage, as a right, after all, whatever expressions of 
doubt he may sometimes make, and notwithstanding he sometimes ad. 
mits that it would have been better for the oligarchy to have granted 
it, graciously, long ago, and so saved themselves all the anxiety and 
trouble of the contest. 

The right of suffrage is denied by President Wayland when he 
^ blushes" to think that those who have pertinaciously refused it« for 
half a century, and who, ** until within a very short time," regarded 
the whole movement in its favor ^ a farce" and •< took no notice" of 
it, have, for that cause, been represented as <' despots." He does so, 
when he affirms that under the Charter ** government, every man has 
been most perfectly protected," and << enjoyed the most perfect liber- 
ty," — (p. 9.) and when he says ** No instance has ever been adduced, 
80 &r as I have been informed, of any oppression or injustice which 
has occurred under it." [the Charter.] (p. 12.) 

If the. people had a right to the suffrage, then, in being deprived of 
it, they were deprived of their rights, and instead of being *< protect- 
ed" in them, were oppressed, and despoiled of them. The act was 
<<* injustice," and the actors were " despots" — otherwise, words have 
DO meaning. 

THB FSEACHER's IDEA OP LIBERTY, AND THE PEOPLB's RIGHTS. 

It may be worth while to linger a little, just at this point, and as- 
certain, if we can, how much liberty, if any, such religious teachers 
as President Wayland think the people may claim as their inherent 
right-^hoyr much, they, themselves, as preachers of righteousnestt 
will exhort the men in power to recognize and protect. 

It can not be the right oi suffrage. It can not be the right of trial 
by a jury of equals, or peers. It can not be the independent right to 

14 
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sue, in a court of justice, without leave and assistance of some naem-* 
ber of a superior and privileged caste, when he is wronged. It can 
not be the right to representation, in the legislature by whom he is 

S governed, and by whom he is taxed and required to perform services 
or ihe State. It can not be the right of peaceful and orderly sojourn 
and residence in any town in the State « where it liketh him biest^" 
Ivithoiit leave of the landholders residing in that town, with their old- 
est sons. It can not be in the right to vote for the men by whom the 
wars are declared, in which they shall be called upon to shoulder their 
muskets. It can not be the right to *< choose judges and officers, in all 
their gates, to rule the people with just judgment," For the majority 
of the people of Rhode Island are, and have been deprived of all these 
rights, and President Wayland " blushes" to think that those who with- 
hold them, have been accounted despots. 

But why dwell on items like these ? We haye before us President 
tVayland's <* grateful acknowledgments to those of our fellow citizens 
who periled their lives in support of liberty and law" — (p. 10.) that 
18^ the << liberty and law" that consists in the forcible extinguishment 
of these rights ! — ^ Rhode Island" he thinks '* will long have occasion 
to remember them with gratitude." (p. 11.) And we have before us« 
his second sermon of Thanksgiving, for the suppression of ^ Condtil 
tutional law" " by a lawless soldiery" — ^the establishment of << no law 
but a suppression of all law t" *^ Rhode Island" in the preacher's 
Tocabulary must mean something besides the majority of the p6ople» 

<' The representation had become palpably unequaV says the teacher^ 
—but then, ** every man has been most perfectly protected." — "No 
instance of any oppression or injustice has occurred !" Those id 
power, who will not correct these inequalities afe not despots ! What 
sort of dictionaries and ethical writings are in use at Brown Univer- 
sity, we are at' loss to conjecture. When Webster would define ttne* 
qual, he has to say, it is <' partial, unjust, not furnishing equivalents to 
the different parties." He connects the word with « inequitable^ ini- 
quitous !" And when God, in the Bible, would deny the injustice and 
despotism of At9 government, he declares that his ways are not utie- 
gued. The Charter Government of Rhode Island, it seems, must be 
defended from the (Charge of despotism, by a different process. 

The zeal of our author, however, in his defense, is untiring — his 
ingenuity unequaled. Witness the following : (p. 12.) 

^ It is however, proper to remark^ that under it [the Charter] this 
State has enjoyed unexampled prosperity." [And doubtlesis the people 
were mode for the State — the landocracy f] *^ The people of Rhode 
Island,'^ he continues, ** whether voters or not, felt an honest pride in 
possessing the oldest form of social organization existing' in any part 
of this new world, from Labrador to Cape Horn. No instance has 
ever been adduced, so far as I have been informed, of any oppression 
or injustice which has occurred under it. A form of sodial organiza- 
tion which has maintained this character for one hundred and eighty 
years, in the midst of a people proverbially jealous of their rights^ 
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could not» surely, contain any element essentially unfavorable to lik. 
erty." In a note to this paragraph, President Wayland introduces 
the testimony of Mr. Bancroft, who says, in his history of the Uni- 
ted estates — ** The Charter government, constituting, as it then seemed, 
a true democracy, and establishing a political system, which few, be- 
sides the Rhode Islanders themselves, believed to be practicable, is still 
ia existence," dec, dsc. << The government which was hardly thought 
to contain checks enough on the potoer of the people to endure amon^ 
shepherds and farmers, protects a dense population, aud a widely ex- 
tended commerce. No where in the worlds have life* liberty, and pro* 
perty been safer than in R. Island,* Bancroft, Vol. ii. p. 64.^ 

' Who can resist eloquence like this ? Or who will doubt, hencefbr« 
ward, the ample liberty and protection of the Rhode Islanders under 
their Charter 7 And, notwithstanding their fifty years' citruggle, who 
wi!l question that the entire mass, « whether voters or no?'-^-" the 
reckless Dorr party" and all, " felt a natural pride,^' (as doubtless do 
the laborers in the South '< whether voters or not") in the antiquity of 
their fetters ? The preacher must commiiserate their chagrin on re- 
flectingy as perhaps they may, on the superior antiquity of the ^ forms 
of social organization which have been maintained" in Hindostan, iii 
Burmah, on the Guinea Coast, and in China \ And had not the 
South Americans thrown off the Spanish yoke, the people there, might 
haveoutboasted President Wayland's Rhode Islanders. What a touch- 
ing appeal our orator would be able to make, if requisite, to the serfs 
end pK^santry («< whether voters or not !") of Prussia, of Austria, and 
of Poland! How opportune that the naughty Constitutionalists of 
Rhode Island should have had the benefit of his pious hints on their 
blindness in not preferring the antiquity of a government to its recti* 
tude and freedom ? Can they doubt (the Charterists, plainly, do not) 
ihat the greatest defect of the Charter government is its want of " checks 
enoughnpon the power of the people ?" Will they not believe that they 
have a *^ pure democracy" when " Mr. Bancroft, the historian of the 
United States, very explicitly" tells them so? Or rather, when he 
teHs them (what President Wayland seems to consider the same 
thing) that their fathers, 180 years ago, had, '< as it then seemed, a 
pure democracy ?" And will not every body believe, on the testimo- 
ny of Mr. Bancroft, or President Wayland, or some body else, that 
the .ffovernment of S. Carolina is, or once «* seemed" (no mattejr 
"which) **a pure democracy," and therefore the entire population, 
«* whether voters or not" are perfectly " safe, in life, liberty, and pro- 
perty," and are contented with their condition, and " proud" of theij: 
ancient government ? 

It is easy to see how much, and what sort of liberty the people of 
the Lfnited States will have, when the public sentiment shall have 
been moulded by the teachings of such ministers of religion as Presi- 
dent Wayland. 

* The italicisings are taken from Pres. Wayland 's pamphlet, and they show 
that he endorses the statements. 
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TniE-HALLOWED INiaiTITT. 

811100 the argament drawn fromrthe antiquity of the Charter gov* 
«niii|eiity with its ** palpably unequoT* provisions, has been 8ertousl3r 
brought forward, it should not fail to receive, from an intelligent^ (if 
not from a'proverbially jealous) community, the serious reprehenaioQ 
it merits. ' Shall men in power be thus taught that a successful per- 
petuation of their wrongs shall, in time, become their guaranty anA 
their sanctum J While God has said that he will *^ visit the illiquid 
ties of the fathers upon the children, unto the third and fourth g&aut- 
ation of them that hate him," (and show their hatred by oppressing 
his poor,) — that he will make the later generations responsible for the 
public wrongs of their predecessors which they had witnessed only t^ 
imitate And repeat — (as He brought upon the generation in Christ'^ 
time all the righteous blood shed from the days of Abel,) — shall thia 
ministers of 'religion, whose business it is to teach this iearful tnitl;^ 
reverse iti Shall they plead the venerable antiquity of confesseAy 
^ unequal" arrangements, as a palliation of their wickedness ? Shall 
they foster a wicked ** pride" in them ? Shall they virtually tell aa 
injured people, that because their ** proverbially jealous" anceatora 
have submitted for an hundred and eighty years^ tbey h^w%ihi^P!^for% 
forfeited their rights! 

Who does not see that such teachings nainrally embolden lOppreaar 
ors, while, at the same time they insult and madden the oppresaed f 
The Charterist who listened to this sermon, could not but infer that 
the p^ple might, with impunity, be despoiled of their rights, beeausf 
their fathers had been, before them, and that the preacher was ready« 
on that ground, to denounce the assertion of their rights, as rebellioii 
against God ! — And the suffrage men could not fail to perceive, that by 
this rule, their present acquiescence would be made an argument an4 
a bar against their own, or their children's remonstrances in future } 
And thus, both parties were incited to the deadly encounter. This 
one paragraph is sufficient to account for the second military demon- 
atration in Rhode Island. One such sermon were enough to embroil 
any State where such <' palpably unequal" regulations obtain, as furf 
there witnessed. 

'invincible arguments. — DESPOTISM DISPROVED. 

But our learned author will not consider himselfconfuted^ merely 
t)ecause it is made evident that his doctrines are inconsistent with hii!* 
man liberty ! Not at all ! So he seems to tell us, pretty distinctly^ 
and with an air of no little self-complacency and triumph. See.lua 
£rst Sermon, pages 89, 40. 

'' I may be told this is new doctrine, and restrictive of liberty. I 
reply, it is no newer than the times of the Apostles, and it is just aa 
restrictive as the Holy Spirit himself has made it." [Then comea the 
anathema, as before quoted, and which we need not repeat.] 

That his doctrine is comparatively new in this country^ and at vari- 
■anee with the doctrine of our revolutionary fathers, he does not deny. 
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riBxhaps he thought his arguments so weighty Ihi^t all good Christian 
people would hav^ to yield their assent, and relinquish their libertiefl^ 
in Qrder to remain Christians ! jLet us examine a few of these ar^ 
guments. 

In disproving the despotisms of the R. Island Charterists, the fol^ 
lowing passage occurs ; and from the wide circulation it has obtained 
fkB an extract, in the papers, both political and religious, we condudo 
it is counted among the most eloquent and forcible appeals of the Ser^ 
pnon. Spetaking of the city of Providence, the preacher says : 

^ 1 never knew a community in which the deserving poor were so 
immediately relieved* or where a desire for the good of the whole was 
more universally diffused. Let any one come among us, and look 
around upon the monuments of our patriotism and social feeling. By 
whom was that Atheneum founded, and. so endowed that, for atrifting ex- 
]pense, its literary treasures are at the command of evbry citizen among 
us ? Who are the warmest friends of our common schools, and who 
have been the most zealous to carry intellectual and moral cultivation 
to every bosom and every fire-side t Who are the men, that in times 
of public distress, and of pecuniary pressure, have been most ready, by 
their advice, their endorsements and their loans, to relieve the em- 
barrassed, and to assist the failing ? I blush to say, it is the very 
men who have been denounced as tyrants and oppressors. And this 
iias been done, must I say it ? or at least it has been counteanced and 
.abetted, by men who call themselves the disciples of the Lord Jesus, 
who partake of that body which was broken, and that blood which was 
.shed for our sins, and who profess to be cultivating in their hearts the 
.temper of an holy heaven. [First Sermon, p. 25.] 

We shall have no occasion to discredit the fidelity of the pictur* 
(here drawn* We might shade it a little, to be sure, if we chose, by 
plt^qing it by the side of that other picture, (of the pulpits and churcheii 
in Providence,) drawn by the same pencil, which we have already 
transferred io our columns. If any discrepancy should be remarked, 
on comparing them with each other, the author should perhaps hav9 
the benefit of his own hint, that ** the standard of moral charactei^ in 
a '< surrounding community" may not, in all c&aeSf^sink so low as isi 
those churches where the members may be ^ mean or even dishone^^ 
in their dealings*' — may " pursue a thmscmd courses which are at va^ 
riance with the Christian character" — may practically declare that 
** whenever obedience would interfere with [their] cherished vicesy 
[they] will not serve God, at all" — and yet, •• sabbath after sabbath, 
too frequently hear of nothing which shall arouse them from their 
spiritual delusion." 

Admitting, however, that, a22 the Charterists in Providence are all tha^ 
Dr. Wayland describes them to be, in this brighter picture of his, and 
that none of the C!onstitutionalists can come in for a share in the ere* 
dit of these liberal and patriotic doings, what does it prove ? How 
does it meet the claims of the disfranchised ? How does ^ prove thai 
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tyrants ! And it was ** after rising as one man'* in the enterprise^ 
that they came together for ** thanksgivings," and to t^k of ^ the in- 
trepidity and skill of our commanders, the patriotism of our people,'* 
dec. dec* 

Marauding parties, to be sure, (as they thought « proper,'') appn>- 
priated to their service, all the vehicles and teams they met or over- 
took — they seized whom they would, without legal warrant ; in the 
same manner houses were entered, by day and by night, families 
frightened or driven into the fields or forests, property ransacked, 
meeting houses entered on the sabbath, worship broken up, preachers 
and their flocks seized, bound, driven along the roads at the point of 
the bayonet, insulted, and imprisoned, for no crime ! But then, the 
instigators, supporters, abettors, and actors in all this, *< after rising^ 
as one mdn^' to the enterprise^ and still abetting and supporting the 
** martial" authorities under whose orders all this was done, must never 
be charged with despotism ! For, see ! Yonder stands the Provi. 
dence Atheneum ! Beside it is a school house ! At a little distance 
are men endorsing their neighbor's notes, at Bank. And there, in 
the back ground are ladies and gentlemen distributing alms to the 
poor ! Wherever you can group a similar picture, the world over, 
^ with slight variations" (as the almanacs say,) there, you may prove 
that the people enjoy all their rights, and that there are no despots ! 
There is no despotism in England — none in Europe — nor in the 
American slave States ! 

We will consider next, the arguments by which the learned preach* 
er proves the Constitutionalists to be rebels and anarchists. 

ASPEBSIONS BEPELLED. 

We pass by, of course, all his grave arguments against << the idea 
of equalization of property, as al^Kird as it is wicked," j(ThanksgiY. 
ing Sermon, p. 17.) and also what he says, on the same page, against 
a portion of the people's appealing from Constitutional law and judi- 
cial decisions, to military force (as by the bye, the Charterists have 
in effect done"") — together with all the preacher has to say, in both 
Sermons, of a majority claiming <* the right to do all it has power to 
do," (first sermon p. 17.) thus merging << all Constitutional right in 
the will, of the strongest." 

When he shall have attempted to show that, either in theory or in 
practice, the Constitutionalists have proposed or done any thing of 
the kind, it will be in time to examine his proo&. Till then, the un^ 
supported imputation will scarcely be worth our attention. 

The reader of the preceding pages, has the evidence, already, that 
there is no foundation for these charges. It was the Landholders, 

* We see it stated by Ex-Gov. Morton, of Massachusetts, who says he learns 
itfVom " public statements by both sides/' that the suffrage men were desirous of 
suspending movements till a decision of the validity of their Constitution could 
be had, by the highest judicial authority in the country. Why then, was it not 
done 1 Did the Charteriets refuse ?— The highest Constitutional authorities, we 
know, are against them. 



and not [lie SufTrago laon, tLat altempled to fasten arangemanta upon 
tliu Slate, by whicli — not the majority, to be sure — but the minority 
'■ -'■should ciaim " tlia ri;;ht to do all it had power to do" — " niGrjjinff 
all Con«litutionnl right in the will of the strongciit" and ii\lng, n^i 
available bounds to their power. This is what they alv/aya hava 
done-^what thsy are determined to maintain, by (brco of despotic 
Jaw, and even by " tiie suppression of all law," But the Suffrage meo, 
and iheyonJy, proposed and adopted a Constitution, ia which the pow. 
era of the governing body wore limited and defined. So that tha el" 
oquent dechimation of Pi-esident Wayland, on this topic, and his quo- 
tation from Dr. Channiiig,.are against his own party and in favor of hia 
opponents, unless he claims that a minority, in distinction from a. ma- 
jority, may eately be intrusted with unlimited irresponsible power, 
^vhile no Constitutional limitations can make it safe to ti-ust the ma- 
jority. Why seek to conceal the true issue? Why not come out 
boldly in favor of the doctrine — not that power of the majority must 
be limited, (whicli no one has qneationed,) but that Iho majority ought 
not to govern, at all — that the people ought not to be sovereign — hut 
that ihe power ought to reside in the select few 1 That is the doctrind 
practiced. Why not let it bo the doctrine defended, if its friewla have 
confidence in its soundness 1 Wliy mine in Iho dark ? Why labor 
to exchange costume with an opponent, in order to raise against hint 
theory of" t/wiooi/".' 

It ill becomes a partizan of those who refused to iacorporale the 
customary Rill of inherent, inallen.ible, heaven-conferred Jiiiman rightx 
into their Constitution,* to rai:se the hue and cry of unliLnited power, 
"tkepomer of die strongest," against those who tiid the ii, verse, ^ndfor 
having done it, are driven like the pai-ti'i^;^e upi.a Uie mouatainj bif 
•• the poiverof thestroDgesi," ; 

THE COXS^ITnTIOSALISTS COSFUTED. 

There are three principal arguments by which President Wayland 
woidiLconvict the Constitutionalists of inaorrecilon — of anarchy — of 
■ rohellion.— They nre these. 1. The binding power of oaths of alle- 
eiaoce.— 2, The inviolability of the ^^.ciB! compaot.— 3, The afjOstoU' 
ic injunction of submission to" thepo»c:s that be.'' — Concerning these 
three arguments, aud tikeir application, We would make three general' 
remarks. ' - 

First. They are precisely the same arguments that have been- urg- 
ed for centuries against the friends of civil and ivli^ious freedoi.. — :ha 
same with which Milton, and Cromwell, and Bunyan, and a'.l Ci.^ ^ti* 

• InlheBay StaieDemacraiafSepI. D^h, weseeit slaled Ihat a: tk^- C -..-^iT^ 
J5[ ConventioQ, a moiioa was tarmMy made and cairied, to stride »..■ :. .'x- 
press laaguage of the Declaration of Independence, affirming inalienai... . j, 
and ihat it was declared hy a disiingHished member of ir.ct budy, w.,. i. i^a 
names, thai those ■varis'vitce only" rhetorical Jiourishts, iiULn.iedlo ui'^e -n our 
lathers lo a war with the moiher coimiry." Wheiher ir. ■ aiaiment b( if^e or ■ 
-oi, we Icnow that the words and the suuiimeais are no: fot-M,: sa ihe laiidii^ld«It>' ^ 
15 ■ '■- • 
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titans of E'rg'amr, had to contend— the s^mt thai wore urged I>y tbe' 
■ torics, English and American, a giiuist the ratliersofuur American rev- 
tilution— ^the same that were mut and rebnlted by Hie New Eiigluud 
cJcrgy of that period, '' ■ ' ^ 

Second. Tiiey are argiimt-flts which, if admitted intheir fall force, 
't.i held by the preacher hiins^elf, might bo applied and wielilcd against 
the CharUTij'ts of Rhode IshiiiJ, v/itli much more force' and pcrfinen'. 
cy than against the Constitutiotialists. , . ■ '■ 

■■ ■ The disfranchised majority of the people of Rhode Island, who' weW , 
never admitted to the polls, and who are not eligible to office, have 
'never taken any o^th of allegiance to any civil government — ccrtain- 
]v not to the Charter government of Rhode Island, What oath of all 
k^jiancedid they break, by forming a Slate Constilution ? By organ- 
izing and supporting a State government ? ' - ■ 

■ But I .0 Charter officers of State Aai taken the oath of allegiance to- 
the Constitution of the Ignited Slates. This botind them to " maintain' 
justice" — to preserve Iha " public tranquility" — to secure the " bleai 
sings of liberty" — to respect the " guaranty" " to every State in the 
Union" of " a republican form of government" — to submit to that sovi 
ereignly of the people which the Constitution, founded upon, and (ia 
ielTect and intent) comprising the Declaration of Independence, was 
intended to secure and maintain. Tliis oath they violated, when they 
took up arms against the legally adopted Constitution of Rhode Islanif 
and its oificers. As much so, as any other Slate officers woiild do, who' 
should refuse to submit to the newly elected olScers and rebel against 
them, instead of resigning them their seats, " ■ ' , ■ ' 

The stronger President Wayland makes " the social compact" — the 
inore he insists on the danger and the criminality of frequent, needless, 
irregular, forcible and lawless change — the more he insists on the apos- 
tolic injunction (as he interprets il)of "submission to the powers 
that be" — so much the more emphatically does he, in effect, condemn 
the course of the Charterists of Rhode Island, _ - . 

« The powers that bo" — in fact — in this c&untry — Is '.'the sover-> 
eign people." . This we have proved. It is too notovious for dispute, , 
And it is the government, in fact, whatever be its character, that Presi 
ident Wayland'a doctrine requires him to recognize and maintain. ■ 
And Ihe government, in fad, of Rhode Island, was the Constitutional 
government under Gov. Dorr. Be it so, that the Chai-terists thought , 
the change that had been made, was needless and unwise. Jt lud, ^ 
neterlheUss, been made — ^and made too, in accordance with the usages, 
and precedents of the 'country. Or AoBreiser made, it ^ai Seen made-^- 
aiid the doctrine of the sermon is, that the governments that have heen 
made_ (no matter how, or for what object, or by whom,) are to be re- 
cognized — must not be forcibly overturned. It is change that the ar- 
gumunls under review, deprecate. Why. then, make this changat 
Andby/nrce, too? If the change made by Ihe Constilutionalisls was 
unwise, because it was a change, ivhy make unoOieT ? If the new 
Constitution contained blemishes, it contained provisions for amend- ,t. 



lent. Wliy not wait and matto llicm, " in a lawful manner" Iriiliafl. 
* overtlirowiDg an existing government by force 1 — In every vie\y Wd 
in take, the dactrinea of Iho EOrmon, wiicther fitlso ot tnio, concUmn 
lo coiirso of those on whose behalf it was preached. 

'I'horo IS no wny fo evade ftiii conclusion but by saying that V. j 
0:1^jtitutlonal government was not the c.mfui^govornincnt ijiyac;, be. 
lusc it had not the physical power. Dut to mako l^is plea n'ljuld bo 

" appeal from Conatilufional law to military force" — which 'hi: scr- 

00 justly condemns ! It would bo " to merge all Conatifutiomil ri^lit 

. the \vill of Iho strongest" to claim for a government " tha rii^lil lo' 
> all it lias power I'j do." — By this rulo "(As power* that be'' mimt ba 

1 construed that if Gov. Dorr had gained the military mastery for one 
eek, and Gov. King for the next week, and so, back and forth, fo^ 
jars, shifting weekly, the allegiance of President Wayland would hava. 
I be transferred once a week, from the one to Ihc other ! A rule suf- 
ciently absurd, one would think, and certainly not to be commended 
>r its stability and exemption from change- 

1'hird. Our third remark is this. Whatever of wisdom or of fo!- 
' there may be in these three arguments of President Wayland, he ev- 
lently relinquishes all three of them, hirasdf, as any one ni^y see by 
jading the follpwipg paragrnph, on the 2Slh page of his first ser. 
ion. 

"But ,it may be aaked, ig a revolution never fo be jnstifiedl I an. 
wer, the proper object of all government is to secure to every individ- 
al WiefuU enjoyment o/'lifo, ,lit)etty, and the pursuit of happiness, or 
hepower to do it, in every respect, as he will, if he interfere with tho 
ights of no other hiimiin being. For this purpose government is tn- 
titufed; and never, tUl it utterly fail to accomplish these purposes, 
an it be righlfvUy overiurned. No other rule can be safely adopt- 

Lot it be noticed, here, f hn.t (he preacher professes lo gioe a case in 
''hich, and a rule by which, a government may be lawfully overturn- 
id :■ — and that too, by the people — and on their own judguicnt (of 
DUr-se) whether or no the government has forfeited its claims to their 
fepporC. President Wayhind'js rule of judging may be adopted by 
some other rule, which Ihey may think a better one. But of 
1 and of the cases cOming under it President Wayland n|; 
eni to judge and to act, and this coyers the .wlio'e dispute in 
ode Island. If the people have this right; -then oaths of allegiam-o 
■-obligations to obey civil government — and the admonitions of P.iul, 
'nil to- fee construed accordingly. And when President WaylauJ 
nil have shown the agreement of hia men rule for overturning worlh- 
s and wicked governments, with tho oaths, obligations, and adraoni- 
confidcntly tiuoted by him, he will bive opened a path sulTi- 
tly wide for the Cunsljlutipualisla of Rhode Island fo Irav-l in. 
n the other hand, if he persists in the doctrine that'no govcinuient; 
ntf futiae. may be ovorliirncd, (nnd that was the doctrine he urgorl 
>rjrhta,) then Iha overthrow of Gov. Dorr's govern raen(^ 
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whatever may to said of ils Ir^nl valiilify, or of \X% moral cliaracler, or 
, the aima of ila adminislralors, cornea urJer Iha same ban. Tlitf 
American revolution, too, is condemned by the samo sweeping rule,' 
and all changes in civil government, by the jieople, or any portion of 
;■ them, are pronciineed criminal. 

LETTBH OK SPIRIT^ 

■It is the spirit that ij-iickenelh— 'he letter killelh.' Whelhcr. wa 
would expound Paul's wn'iiig3, or leiun the significancy of oaths qf 
allegiance, we must do ono of two Ihinga. We must either chain our- 
selves down to the dead Icftcr — the plirascs— ivords — syllablea — let. 
ters,. that strike the eyo or the car. and foliovv (/ism, without regard to 
the spiritual meaning-^lhe thing signified hy the symbol, — or else wo 
.must regard mainly the substance itself— the nature and rcaeons of 
the acta promised or commnnded to be performed. President Way- 
land is at lihcrlyj in this case, to take which niethMJ be pluodes, ami 
the issue we ivill cheerfully abide. ' ' 

Does he go for the spirit of the oath of allegiance \ I'he rational 
and Christian -like promise to obey a juat government, because and 
whUe it is just 7' The admonition of Paul, as construed by the great 
jnastera of the common law, and expounded by our revolutionary fa> 
thcrsT by the puritans? by Milton 7 by "our ancient and famous 
lawyer Bracton," whom IVlilton quotes?* If so let him prove that the 
Charter government, with its " palpably unequal representation" is a , 
just government, and that the Constitution uf December 1841 was un,( 
juat, and his argument will be sustained, but not otherwise. . 

Does ho choose, instead of this, to stick to the dead "letter that kill. , 
eth I" Let him see how much life, even to his own cause, he can get 
f)ut.orit. Mark ! He is to aLiide by the strict letter — the words and 
the- syllables of Paul's admonitions, and of the oath of allegiance. 
How must they read, to answer his purpose ? We have a right to in- 
sist, now, upon the strict letter, (for (hat is the principle of his argu. 
inent,)and give him hia" pound of ilesh," according to the "bond"—.; ■■ ^ 

•This "ancient and famous" eipouodec of Scripture and of ]aWj is thusqqOi- 
.ledby.Milion inhisreplyto Salmasias. 

" A king is a king, so long as he rules well ; he becotncs a tyrant when he op- 
presses ihe people committed lo his charge." "The king oughl lo nse tha 

yowerof law and righi, as God's minister and vicegereni : the power of wrong 

IS the devil's, and not Goii's: ahen tie ting tuna aiUttoda injtiitice, hi ii tit t ■ 

minhUr of thx devil. Since, therefore, the law is chiefly right reason, if we are 

boundloobey a king and a minister of God, by the very Bsme reason and the ve- / 

. ry same law, we ought lo resist a tyiaot, and a minister of the devil." . . 

■ The same controversy iEslill urged, in England. A writer in the Loodoa 

Hon-Conformis), Rev. B. Parsons of Stroud, furnishes a Iran.'lalion of a portion 

of Romans xiii. 1, etc., eomtJiPncing thus—" Let every soul be suhjecl to so- 

prcme auihoriiies, for there is no authorilveicepl from l5od, and ihofe wliich ari 

■nth orities have been determined byGod."ele. — The writer remarks the wide 

. Jiffercnee between brute poaw and rightfulauUorrty. lie shows that the origf. 

■ ■J?''™,™'" 1u<^i!ion is C'lmmoi.ly itan.slaled " avIhaHly" elsewhere; and h« 

, hmls that ihe l.r.-.nblatDfs.,f king JaraM we« misled by Ibc scri-ile raaxijns of 
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'but -.[illiout (Irnwing a drop o( "Christian blood." We inri't, (hm, 
Ihiit if tho texts of Paul, and if tlio oalha of allegiance do not 
epecify Samuel W, King's Proclamation, and Jamca Fonner'a coun- 
sel,' and C6I. Blodget's broadsword, and President Wayland'a Sit- 
jjion — if these are not dcaignated, cither in the Epistle, nor in (lij 
oa ' h of allegiance, ns the grand orbilnrs of " law and order" in Rlunl j 
Islandi then, by this rule of exposition, his citation of the oath, and nf 
Roiiiiins xiii. 1, is not ta his purpose, and can avail him nothing. Ab> 
lurd as would be such an exposition, it is only carrying out tho priu< > 
cipTe of following the leittr instead of the sp^it of legal docutnt ts, 
and ancient writings. 

THB SOCIAL COMPACT. 

T3ut what ehal! be said of the mysterious obligations arising from 
the social compact, whose inviolability is made to be more sacred 
than the claims of justice, of human nature, and (he law of God! 

The notion of a " sochd compact," as formerly held, is an absurdi. 
ty, niid to reason from it is to build on a pit of ashes. The fiction 
was this. Man was said to have been born in a stale of nature, and 
not in a state of society. And it was only by remaining in that ori- 
ginal, savngo slate, that he could retain all his natural rights. It was 
^t his option whether he would do so or not. But having concluded 
to establish civil society, the " social compact" was accordingly 
formed, and in entering it, a man gave up a part of his natural ri;>hta 
for the protection of the rest. Henceforth, ho was not a whole man, 
liut only a part of a man. His civilization was at the necessary ex- 
pense of his manhood. When, or where, or how, or by whose author- 
ity this mammoth town meeting of the human race was convened, 
who presided over it, or acted as the secretaries, nobody kn^w. 
JBut the school-men said it had been held, and that was enough. Aud 
ihey said, too, that tho compact having been made, could not be 
;.wnn):ide — that it was binding on those who had never beard of it. 
.The theory lacked three IhingM, and was founded upon two. It lucked 
I Jruth, moral principle, aed common sense. And it was founded on a 
forgetfulnesaof God, and an ignorance of MAN, It was a fiction con- 
' veuient for tyrants, because it shrouded civil government in mystery — ■ 
taught the political necessity of infringing natural riahts — precluded 
I the right of the people to introduce changes — kept God and equity 
i. out of sight, and trampled man and liberty under foot. Mr, Jefferson 
land others have successfully exposed and exploded , this fallacy. 
■ ^''^* ^ P''y "i^' religious teachei-s, speaking in tho name of Chris- 
' lianity, should attempt, at Ibis late day, its resuscitation ! 

t; THE TRUJ! TIICOKT. 

S ■ Power belongQih i,„{o God. Authority is from him alone. U is 

lo begotlcn coaventiimalism of his crBaturcs. Compacts may honor, 

ut can not create it. Civil government, unless it be sheer usiirpa- 

■n. first to Inst, and in all iia forma and phases, is the result of 

■ will— a part of the Divine adniinislration. Il is committed 
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to man, xs man : not (o a particular (i\niily, or casle. II is inherent 
in iiKin ; it v..-.ts not in jiropetty, but in hiiiiian bcinjw, in all men. 
Miin 13 not boin oii(of it, any more Ilia u lia is born out of liis nature. 
He is a social being, and is never born out of sooicty, willi the i^nd op. 

- tion of coming into it, or not, as bo pleases. His obllgationa to civil 
government aio founded, no( on an unreal compact, bul on his real 
nature, rights anJ duties, as a social being, uoder the yuvcrnment of 
GoJ. It is tlie ivhole businc'&s of civil government to protect all of 

. every mail's fialuial rights, and fake none of them away from him ; 
to execute justice between a man and his neighbor. Inslead of being 
the jurisdiction of the individual, or of the few, over the mass, it essen- 
tially consisls in the supervision of the jckole body over individuals : of 
■the v:h<jle over the paWi of whicli it i.-,- r-omposed. This feature is al. . 
together essential to a just civil government, and can not be spar-.i 
ed from it. Hence, the sin of the Hebrews, in Keeking to throw off 
their responsibiliiios upon a monarch. God considered it rebellion 
.against him. Hence, too, all the men in a nation arcluild rcsponsibia 
for Diilional sins. The death-blow at midnight, in every family 
throughout the land of E^'ypl, settled that (juestion, long ago. Pha. 
raoh iiiisht have exacted fealty to his Imaginary " social compact" — 
his artifieial arrangements. His priests might preach (he sacred ten- 
ure of oaths of allegiance to Mm. But God would hold the Egyptians 
amenable to the higher lows of their social nature, and to uimshlp. ' 
The masses may govern wrong — but they must govern. God will 

Eunish them for abdi' alien, as truly as for wrong government. He 
aa appointed them ::n substitute, at the .day of judgment and they 
may accept of none here. Representative rulers tliey may have — 
viceroys — but they must superintend their administration. The kljig- 
ship, imder God, is rheira. 

" Tell me not" says Montcsriuieu, " that the people may sometimes 
reason incorrectly. It is sufficif iit that they reason,"— * There is a. 
spirit in xan, and the inspiration of the Almighty hath given niji tin- 
derslanding.' , 

'i'ho pcoijlo ma^ govern oppressively j all other governors always do 
— they MUST — for a minority government is itself ueurpalion, and con- 
sequently oppression. Legitimate auihonty may fail to govern with 
equity ; but usurped authority is iniquitous, of itself, and good can 
not grow out of it. 

What do IhoKe mean, then, who talk of tho " divine rldit of the ■ 
wisest and best" lo govern the masses? Tho "wisest and best," will 
be wiser and belter than Uj nndertake any such thing ! Tliey will 
Jtnow that llie entire mass, of which themselves are only a ■part, iai'' 
, .wiser than any portion of itself; as the whole is greater than a part. 
•Tlio "be^t" wilt have gondnesti enough to know that they have no right 
to take upon themselves, alone, the work and the responsibility which 
God has divided between them and their e<iual brethren. 
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\frn!"-T — What if it be so? Who shall docido who they are that, 
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-ke comjirti i.-^iitt with ttiLU' Iiietliren, iiiiiy bo cliaratlcrized no " Wia. 
oni and Giwilncaa)" TIjc people aliould Select their wisest and licst 
len, fol: ij^ce, but tho gocerjimeiitia iieverthelesH, their mcit', anil Ihey 
lay not ii'uliciile in fivor of the " wisest and beat" of (heir spoeieir. 
Tot one of 1 hem iiiuy be safely entrusted with such poti-i/i'. Tho 
wisest ami best" would not long conliaue such, if thus elevated. 

If it be toMfin— to- Ati, men— to the MASSES, that God has cDiii. 
lifted the high charge of civil government, then they may not ahdi- 
Jte, to an angul. Gabriel himself Would be an usurper, nnd lose' his • 
■wisdom and goodness," if he should displace the people of Rhode Is- 
ind, and undcitako, nnhidilen of God, fo wield ikeir civil governiiietit, 
►r them. My neighbor may he niurli wiser and belter than I.- But 
lat superior " wiadcim and jjoodoess" does not authorize him to en. 
Jr my family, and govern it in my stead. 

And it is not true that any aoleet numb'er are' as capable of wielding 
bsolutely and uucootrolled, thogovornmant of a country, as theeitlira 
•eople, by a proper supervision of their representatives, are to govern 
hemselveS' A Senate of John Milfons and Thomas Carlyles could 
Mt govern England as well as the people of England, incUiding their 
Miltons and Carlyloa (properly organized) could- govern England. 
Ric Oalhouns and Clays of the South can not govern the laborers of the 
iouth, degraded as-they are, as well as they can govern (hemselves, 
lind (President Wayland must pardon us) we doubt whether therB is 
visdoni and goodacsa enough even in the Charterisls of Rhode Island, 
iricsthond and all, to govern Kliodc Island as equitably and as wisely 
3 the entire people could govern thomsolvcs, ' 

Tho dreaded doctrine of popular sovereignty is only one branch of 
ic moi-ft compreliensive/acl of man's equality with man. Of all the 
ard lessons that man has to learn, his own equality with his own 
lothcr's children, seems stirdy among the hardest. When he learns 
lat, the millennium of Christianity is ushered in. Though reasoned; _ 
! Faughed, or perhaps, bayonotted out of tho fancied superiority of 
rth, of primogeniture, and even of wealth, ho will next Hiticy himself 
Dong the "beat and the wisest," Ho will build his lofty preten. 
ins ott learning, on talents, on genius, or even upon humility (!) and 
ect a governing aristocracy upon them. You may i-ead to him 
mr long lists of literary Bhoe-makers, and eminent bricU-Iayers, and 
ained blnclismiths, your chronicles of "genius"' headed by Shalii. 
sare and Gunyan — you may enumerate your Franklins and Patrick 
enrys, and so on, chapter after chapter, to no purpose. Ho roads in 
I them only exceplions to bis role. It never cornea into his head 
!at these are s^eciinehs of his race — Oh ! no ! these are the rare . 
^eniusea" and he hopes, perhaps, to be sainted, himsdf, on the cal. 
idar, and glared at, with a H. D. or an LL. l>. attached lo his name, 
he be not loo shrewd or too jiroud fo be tickled with such feathers, 
Tho wisest and the host" must govern! So he dreams. And so 
■earn the Chatterists of Rhode Island. It is not the 3134, worth of 
ick, mortar, or bog meadow, now! Oli I no! That dream was ti/ok- 
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cn, the 31st of Dacembor, 1641. It is";' iiUcrt and best" hencB- 
forth that are to govern. "Tlji: moral Vor:.. ani respeclability of the 
cily," says tho corres[>on(icnt >,r ;'.o New Vorlt Journal of Comioerco 

■ — " llio most virtuous citizci:^ (if .'.uvidcnci;" says President Wayland 
[pni;e 24] represented, [very WfirLhiiy, of course,] by Jnmea Fcnner ana 
William lilodget, and Samuel W. King— (Asm are they— and not Iho 
landholder)), merely, that are honceforlh iq |ii:t the " fug end of so. 
ciety" in order, {including the Wes: Bajiiist Church in Providonoa 
t with thetr Pasior) and keep the foundrieaVrom smelting out'popular 
legislation. 

Pity were it that even such a true man as Thomas Carlyle could not 
1. comprehend the humanity of h'jpian nalui'a, after all. Pity that one 
who could himself he taught by torn-law rhymes, could not discover 
the capacity of the rhymei-s for tialf-governmeDt I That in the majes- 
tic voice of a wronged nation — in the mighty thunderings of count. 

' less immortals, demanding distinctly, in the midst of usurpation and 
confusion, the true and the rigid — lie should only have heard the "bel- 
lowings — the Inarticulate cries as of a dumb creature in raga and ia 

fain" calling out " to the ear of wisdom" — " Guide me. Govern me ! 
am mad and raiaerable, and can not guide myself." [Carlyle's Char- 
tism, page 52.] Pity that he siiouM spend his noblu powers in suja- 
moning " the wisest and best" from their gaming tables, and palaces, 

^and stews, and bishoprics, and banking housca, and Cox hunts, and I 
birthnight bolls, and military reviews, to " guida" and '■ govern" the | 
■worthier and more reflecting portion of their brethren ! — Joseph 
Sthrge and the Editor of the " Non-Cosfokmist," are on the better 
track. Give them the suffrage, and the people of England — of the 

* world — wil! articulate wisdom and justice, for the" wisest and best'* to 
emulate. Not the " No government and Laissez-faire'' that the phil- 
osophic philanthropist deplores, but the " no/i Laissez.Jaire" of the 
" New Era" he would have hammered out. — Heaven speed it, at Man- 
■Chester, and at New Orleans, at Japan, and in Rhode Island ! With 
the rumbhng of the Messiah s cha 'o h els ' w'll come 
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ter.Coaveniion, was enacted ih ssm — C is g n parr j 

Some towns musiered 13 vole*— "lo J}adGoes d dnde-J 

Salionaiall. Reiurnsnotas rla b mpa Eo S esal 

aboul 2,000, in ihe whole Stale. When Ihe vole of Iho GonslituiionoliMs, m J 
April, " dviindied daum" to over -6,400, il was claimed ihac ihe CoQsiiimioo was j 
thereby aonulted I Within a short lime, many promineoi statesmen in oihef 1 
Siaies, have eaponsed the cause of the ConBlilutionaliali. The Charterist Con- ^ 
vBatiDO fucformiagaConslitulion was to sil, this pre&eni week, Whciher, witi 
the iiirningtide, they bad foresight enongh I o do anything that afrecneop 
caa sanction, we are yet uninformed- [Sept. 15.] ,...,. 
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